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The Contents of the First Epistle 
of St. Peter. 

"This epistle of St. Peter,” says Luther, "is one 
of the noblest books of the New Testament and the 
true, pure Gospel.” It is addressed "to the strangers 
scattered throughout Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia, 
Asia, and Bithynia.” Three of the four provinces 
named, Pontus, Cappadocia, and Asia, were repre¬ 
sented at the memorable Pentecost in Jerusalem, 
Acts 2, 9, at which this selfsame Peter delivered that 
grand Pentecost sermon, in which he bore witness for 
the crucified and risen Christ. Hence this epistle, 
coming from an apostle whom some of the readers 
had seen and heard and whose sermon resulted in 
three thousand being added to the church at Jeru¬ 
salem, would find ready acceptance. 

The congregations to which the epistle is ad¬ 
dressed, as internal evidence proves, were mixed 
congregations, consisting of Jewish and Gentile 
Christians, gathered by St. Paul and his coworkers 
during the Apostle of the Gentiles’ second and third 
missionary journeys. 

In order to understand the epistle aright, we 
should know something of the condition of the 
churches addressed. From the letter itself we learn 
that these Christians were persecuted for Christ’s 
sake and that their sufferings were manifold and 
severe. See First Epistle, chap. 1, 6; 2, 12; 3, 9; 
4, 4. 12. 14; 5, 12. 


4 


The Contents of the First Epistle of St. Peter. 


Knowing the condition of the churches, we can 
all the better understand the object of the letter. We 
find this definitely announced by Peter, chap. 5, 12: 
"I have written briefly, exhorting and testifying that 
this is the true grace of God wherein ye stand.” 

The purpose of a book of the Scriptures should 
never be overlooked. It generally furnishes us with 
a key to the plan of the whole book. Now, as to 
this epistle of St. Peter, the plan is not so readily 
seen as, for example, the plan of the Gospel of 
St. John (chap. 20, 30) and the plan of the Acts 
of the Apostles (chap. 1,8); but after prayerful 
and thoughtful reading and rereading of the epistle 
it becomes clear to us what St. Peter’s plan and pur¬ 
pose was in writing these so-called General Epistles. 

Why was it necessary for Peter so emphatically 
to "testify that this is the true grace of God wherein 
ye [the Christians addressed] stand”? The answer 
we obtain from the epistle itself. It was a persecuted 
church, chafing under a "fiery trial,” under "mani¬ 
fold temptations,” etc. Now, trials have a tendency 
to cause us to doubt whether God "careth for us.” 
Hence the testimony of Peter: In spite of trials "this 
is the true grace of God in which ye stand.” 

Again,- we must not forget that the Judaizers, 
who had tracked Paul on his first missionary journey, 
had not been idle. They asserted that Paul’s doc¬ 
trine of justification was good doctrine, but that he 
did not go far enough, that he should have added 
circumcision as necessary to salvation plus the keep- 
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ing of days and months. "The grace wherein ye 
stand is not the true grace,” they were told. And 
with what success this false doctrine was disseminated 
we know sufficiently from St. Paul’s Epistle to the 
Galatians. How necessary, therefore, for St. Peter 
emphatically to testify: "This is the true grace of 
God in which ye stand”! 

Another purpose for which especially the first 
letter was written, Peter says, is to exhort the Chris¬ 
tians. Having testified that "this is the true grace 
of God,” he exhorts them to remain in this true 
grace. But owing to the condition of the churches 
to which this letter is written, we shall observe that 
these exhortations are intertwined with consolation. 

After these brief introductory remarks we append 
a summary of 

The Contents of the First Epistle. 

The salutation, "Peter, an apostle of Jesus 
Christ, to the strangers elect according to the fore¬ 
knowledge of God the Father,” from the very start 
strikes the key-note of the entire epistle. "Strangers” 
here, hence despised, but "elect,” highly honored of 
God. "This is the true grace of God wherein ye 
stand.” 

Superlatively grand is the opening paragraph of 
the letter, which in a masterful way sweeps away all 
doubts the Judaizers and the manifold trials may 
have raised in their minds as to whether their faith 
was the true one or not. "Blessed be God,.. . which 



6 The Contents of the First Epistle of St. Peter. 

according to His abundant mercy hath begotten us 
again unto a lively hope,” the object of which is "the 
inheritance” — "in heaven” — "salvation.” "This 
is the true grace of God wherein ye stand.” True, 
the via crucis is "through cross to crown.” "For 
a season ... ye are now in heaviness through mani¬ 
fold temptations.” But there is a "need be” for 
this. "Your tried faith will be found unto praise 
and honor and glory at the appearing of Jesus 
Christ. In Him believing, ye receive the end of your 
faith — salvation.” In spite of trials and tempta¬ 
tions — this is the true grace of God wherein ye 
stand. And how great is that grace which has 
fallen to your lot! It was the subject of divine 
prophecy in the Old Testament, the object of dili¬ 
gent prophetic search, and it is the grand topic of 
apostolic preaching. It is a grace so great that the 
very angels in heaven desire to look into it. Strangers 
of Asia Minor, elect of God, begotten unto a living 
hope, I, Peter, testify that "this is the true grace of 
God wherein ye stand.” 

Now follows the hortatory part of the epistle. 
It falls into three divisions. 

I. 

The Christians, being strangers (1, 1), away 
from their true home, living in a world full of 
temptations, are in constant danger to return to 
their former sinful life and thus to fall from grace. 
Hence the exhortation: "Wherefore,” having such 
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a glorious hope, "hope to the end” (1, 13). Do not 
"fashion yourselves according to your former lusts” 
(14). Grace teaches us to deny ungodliness and 
worldly lusts (Titus 2). And this living hope, 
too, excludes worldly lusts and includes a walk 
and a growth in sanctification. "Be ye holy” (15); 
"pass the time of your sojourning here in [childlike] 
fear” (17). "Know that ye are redeemed” (18), 
"love one another” (22), "grow thereby,” by the 
Word of God (2, 2), "build yourselves up a spir¬ 
itual house” on Christ, the Corner-stone (2, 5—8), 
"and show forth the praises of Him who hath called 
you out of darkness into His marvelous light” 
(2,9). ~ 

You are redeemed! You are the people of God! 
You have obtained mercy! I, Peter, an apostle of 
Jesus Christ, testify that "this is the true grace of 
God wherein ye stand,” and I exhort you to remain 
steadfast in this grace. I exhort you as strangers 
(1, 1), as people who are away from their true home, 
do not fall back into your former lusts, but rather 
"hope to the end” and grow in sanctification. 

II. 

The second part calls attention to another phase 
of the Christian life. The Christians are strangers 
(1, 1), strangers and pilgrims (2, 11), in this world. 
The unbelievers, the heathen, vilify the Christians as 
evil-doers and scoff at their faith in Christ. In view 
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of this the Christians have a solemn duty to perform. 
What is it? "Dearly beloved, I beseech you as 
strangers and pilgrims, abstain from fleshly lusts, 
which war against the soul,” — and now follows the 
central thought of the subsequent section: "having 
your conversation,” your manner of life, good, 
"honest, among the Gentiles, that in the very matter 
in which they speak against you as evil-doers they 
may through your good works which they have seen 
glorify God in the day of visitation.” 

The key-thought is this: "Have your life good 
among the Gentiles that they may glorify God.” 
The entirely new thought here is: Christian strangers 
and pilgrims, your solemn duty is by your walk, your 
Christian life, to "put to silence the ignorance of 
foolish men” who vilify Christ, your religion, your 
faith, and eventually to win them for Christ. 

How are you to attain this object? The general 
exhortation is now specified: — 

1) "Submit yourselves to every ordinance of 
man.” Be good, law-abiding citizens. The heathen 
say you are "evil-doers,” rebels. Make them confess, 
"It is a lie; the Christians are faithful subjects of 
the government.” Eventually some of the vilifiers 
may be won for Christ. 

2) Christian servants, have an "honest conversa¬ 
tion among the Gentiles”; be obedient even to the 
froward masters. That may win them for Christ. 

3) Christian wives, "be in subjection to your own 



The Contents of the First Epistle of St. Peter. 


9 


Heathen husbands that without the Word they may 
be won by the conversation of the wives.” 

4) And you Christian husbands ( mutatis mutan¬ 
dis — change what is to be changed), do likewise. 
Be good Christian husbands. Thus you, too, will 
make the religion of Christ acceptable to unbelievers. 

5) Finally, all, — in contradistinction to the 
classes mentioned, — "be ye all of one mind.” 
Comporting yourselves thus, that is, if, as "strangers 
and pilgrims,” you "have your conversation honest 
among the Gentiles,” it may come to pass by God’s 
grace that some, perhaps many, "through your good 
works which they shall behold, will glorify God.” 

III. 

The third part speaks of still another phase of 
the Christian life. The Christians, strangers and 
pilgrims in this world, are hated, despised, persecuted, 
because of their faith; they are made to suffer simply 
because they are Christians. Here, again, great 
danger lurks for them to fall from grace. The 
apostle exhorts the Christians to suffer unjust wrongs 
patiently. In the last analysis, he says, there is no 
hurt in it for you, no harm, but a blessing. "Who 
is he that will harm you if ye be followers of that 
which is good?” It is almost inconceivable. But 
still it will come to pass. "But if ye suffer for right¬ 
eousness’ sake, happy [blessed] are ye.” No hurt, 
but blessing, gain, in suffering unjust wrongs pa¬ 
tiently, — this is the theme of this entire section. 
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But so to suffer is a hard lesson to learn; hence 
the apostle adduces the example of Christ, "who also 
once suffered for sins, the Just for the unjust.” But 
where is He now? "He is gone into heaven and is 
on the right hand of God, angels and authorities 
and powers being made subject unto Him” (3, 22). 
Suffering brought gain to Him; it will bring gain 
to you. Christ says, "Where I am, there shall also 
My servant be.” Where the Head is, there, too, 
the members shall be. 

"Arm yourselves therefore likewise with the same 
mind” (4, 1). In the course of this argument the 
apostle had made mention of Judgment Day; so his 
thoughts naturally turn to "the end of all things,” 
which, he says, is "at hand” (4, 7). In view of 
this fact, he admonishes, pray without ceasing, have 
fervent charity among yourselves, and be faithful in 
the works of your calling "that God in all things 
may be glorified through Jesus Christ” (4,7—11). 

Once more the apostle comes back to his theme 
with full force. "Beloved, think it not strange con¬ 
cerning the fiery trial which is to try you” (4, 12). 
There is no hurt in it for you; it is to try you, and 
that is gain. Do not "think it strange,” but rather 
"rejoice” over it (4, 13). "If ye be reproached for 
the name of Christ, happy [blessed] are ye” (4, 14). 
"Wherefore let them that suffer according to the 
will of God commit the keeping of their souls to 
Him in well-doing as unto a faithful Creator” 
(4,19). 
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The apostle is now ready to close his epistle with 
an exhortation to the elders, i. e., pastors, to the 
younger people in the congregation, yea, to all. 

But in view of the perilous times in which the 
Christians then lived the apostle, out of the fulness 
of his heart, exhorts them once more most lovingly 
and encouragingly. He tells them how to conduct 
themselves under the cross. "Humble yourselves 
under the mighty hand of God”; "cast all your care 
upon Him, for He careth for you”; "resist the devil 
steadfast in the faith” (6—9). 

But all exhortation is in vain if the grace of God 
is wanting, and so the apostle closes with a firm as¬ 
surance of the grace of God. "But the God of all 
grace, who hath called us unto His eternal glory by 
Christ Jesus, after that ye have suffered a little while, 
will Himself make you perfect, will stablish, will 
strengthen, will settle you.” This is most certainly 
true, hence, now already, while still living in this vale 
of tears, praise God. "To Him be glory and do¬ 
minion forever and ever! Amen” (10. 11). 

Soli Deo gloria — thus the epistle begins. 

Soli Deo gloria — thus the epistle ends. 

Steiger aptly remarks: "The apostle began his 
epistle with grace; he finishes it with grace; he has 
besprinkled the middle with grace, that in every part 
he might teach that the Church is not saved but by 
grace.” 
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The Living Hope of the Christians. 

Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, which 
according to His abundant mercy hath begotten us again unto 
a lively hope by the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead to 
an inheritance incorruptible and undefiled and that fadeth not 
away, reserved in heaven for you who are kept by the power of 
God through faith unto salvation, ready to be revealed in the last 
time; wherein ye greatly rejoice, though now for a season, if need 
be, ye are in heaviness through manifold temptations. 

/ Pet. I, 3 — 6. 

In Christ, Our Risen Savior, Dearly Beloved: 

What a joyful, triumphant note dominates our 
text! "Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord 
Jesus Christ!” Considering the fact that the apostle 
addresses Christians who are "in heaviness through 
manifold temptations,” we marvel at this jubilant 
introduction to his letter. 

These Christians, scattered in various provinces, 
cities, and towns of Asia Minor, were as a handful 
to the heathen surrounding them. Ignorant of the 
Christian religion, the heathen hated and despised 
the followers of Christ; they vilified them as "evil¬ 
doers,” as being dangerous enemies of the state and 
the government, as being a vile set of people, not fit 
to live in their midst. Persecution set in here and 
there. The Christians were in constant danger of 
losing their lives. For their faith’s sake they were 
going through "a fiery trial” as the apostle himself, 
later in the epistle, says. Truly, their lot was not 
an enviable one. 

Small wonder that they were "in heaviness,” sad, 
downcast, through these "manifold trials.” To these 
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people Peter writes. Should we not imagine the first 
words of his epistle to be words of sympathy? How¬ 
ever, Peter, or rather the Holy Ghost, whose penman 
Peter is, has a better means of lifting these suffering 
Christians up and above the trials and afflictions of 
this present time. 

Some masterpieces of organ music begin with a 
crescendo that instantly causes a thrill to run through 
the audience. The apostle here intones a fervent 
thanksgiving and asks his readers to join in the glad 
jubilation: "Blessed be the God and Father of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, who hath begotten us again unto 
a living hope!” 

Lift up your hearts. Think of the wonderful 
thing God has done by you. He has begotten you 
again; you are children of God; you possess a living 
hope. This grand truth should lift your hearts 
and souls above the carking cares caused by your 
afflictions. 

And we, Christian friends, we, too, are children 
of God. True, we are not persecuted for our faith’s 
sake; but our faith in Christ as the only Savior does 
not cause us to be loved by the world. "Ye shall 
be hated for My name’s sake,” Jesus said to His 
disciples; and again: "In the world ye shall have 
tribulation.” 

And our unseen enemy, the devil, does not rest; 
he "walketh about as a roaring lion, seeking whom 
he may devour.” 
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Then, too, in many cases a larger portion of 
suffering than ordinary seems to fall to the lot of 
the children of God. What St. Paul told the Chris¬ 
tians in Asia Minor and what he experienced himself, 
"We must through much tribulation enter into the 
kingdom of God,” is also our experience. 

Yes, child of God, your downcast, furrowed, sor¬ 
rowful countenance often tells the tale of your being 
"in heaviness through manifold temptations.” 

Be of good cheer. Peter has a message for you 
in to-day’s text. Your trials, in the last analysis, 
come from the loving hand of a merciful Father; 
they come, says he, only "if need be,” if your Father 
sees fit that you should thus be afflicted; and they 
last but "for a season.” True, you are not Stoics; 
these trials cause heaviness of heart; but consider 
what God f has done by you: He has made you 
Christians; 4 " the end of your faith is salvation; and 
that is certain; you have a living hope. Fasten the 
eyes of faith on this living hope, and you will find 
good cause to join with the apostle in that hymn of 
thanksgiving: "Blessed be the God and Father of 
our Lord Jesus Christ, which according to His 
abundant mercy hath begotten us again unto a living 
hope.” This "living hope” will inspire yW, though 
depressed by trials and afflictions, with courage, pa¬ 
tience, and strength to fight the good fight of faith. 

What a wonderful thing, then, this "living hope” 
must be! Let us consider: — 
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The Living Hope of the Christians. 

It is indeed 

1. A great, a glorious hope; 2. A certain hope. 

1 . 

"Blessed,” that is, praised, "be the God and 
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ.” Why? Because 
"He hath begotten us again.” That is a miracle 
God has performed in us. By nature we were dead 
in trespasses and sins; we were children of wrath. 
God has begotten us again; we were born again, 
a new life was created in us; the dead were brought 
to life — a miracle! God has begotten us again; 
we are His children; we belong to God’s family. 

How did it all come about? Peter writes to 
these selfsame Christians: You were "born again, 
not of corruptible seed, but of incorruptible, by the 
Word of God, which liveth and abideth forever.” 
Thus they had become Christians. 

And this very same living Word has been 
preached to you. It has manifested its life-giving 
power in you. Through the Law you have come to 
a knowledge of your sins, and the Gospel has shown 
you "Him who is the end of the Law for righteous¬ 
ness to every one that believeth.” Thus you were 
begotten again, thus you came to faith, thus you 
became children of God. 

Christian friend, consider your high dignity — 
you are a child of God. For a child of the slums 
to be adopted by a millionaire, made a full-fledged 
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member of that millionaire’s family, that means 
something to this poor, outcast child. But com¬ 
pared with the state of a Christian, who has been 
snatched from the kingdom of Satan and transferred 
to God’s kingdom, called out of darkness into God’s 
marvelous light, it is as nothing. 

And what impelled God to make us His chil¬ 
dren? Nothing in us. He did it "according to His 
abundant mercy.” To see our spiritually miserable 
condition broke His heart, as it were. He saw us 
lying in our blood and said: "Thou shalt not die, 
but live.” That is mercy. To translate us from 
the kingdom of Satan to His own cost Him the 
life-blood of His dear Son; "we were bought with 
a price.” That is abundant, overflowing mercy. 
"Behold what manner of love the Father hath be¬ 
stowed upon us that we should be called the sons 
of God!” 

"He hath begotten us again,” and by that very 
act hope was implanted into our hearts, a hope so 
great, so glorious, that it far outweighs all trials 
and afflictions of this present time. It is a hope "that 
maketh not ashamed”; a hope that is not vain, but 
real; not dead, but living; a hope that has life, 
imparts life; a hope that assures the believer of 
eternal life. 

The traveler in the Sahara Desert, exhausted, 
fatigued, thirsty, half starved, is ready to die. He 
sees no hope of life. Suddenly, in the far distance, 
he beholds the image of a city depicted against the 
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skies. He sees groves, trees, towers, houses, in short, 
the habitation of men. Hope springs up in his 
breast. "Up and to that place,” he says to himself, 
"and you will live.” Mustering up all the energy 
at his command, he pursues his journey; but, lo 
and behold, the farther he advances, the farther the 
mirage recedes, and finally it vanishes! The desert 
is endless; he is doomed to die. He had seen a Fata 
Morgana, a phenomenon produced by a play of 
Nature’s forces. His hope that he would live was 
a vain, a delusive, a dead hope. Not so is the hope 
of the Christians. It is a reality, not an image; it is 
a fact, not a phantom. 

Christians, children of God, though you may be 
in heaviness through manifold temptations, the ad¬ 
monition goes out to you as it did to the Christians 
of Asia Minor to raise your voices in a hymn of 
praise for the great and glorious hope that is yours 
by God’s abundant mercy, saying: "Blessed be the 
God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, which 
according to His abundant mercy hath begotten us 
again unto a living hope.” 

The apostle proceeds to show the greatness of 
this hope by speaking of its object. He says: You 
are begotten again unto a living hope, rr to an inheri¬ 
tance incorruptible and undefiled and that fadeth 
not away, reserved in heaven for you/’ So the "lively 
hope” has for its object the inheritance in heaven. 
Thus the idea "living hope” is unfolded. The hope 
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of the unchristians is centered in this life; "their 
belly is their god, they mind earthly things.” The 
hope of the Christians is centered in yonder life, in 
heaven. The things on which their hearts are set 
are so great, so grand, so glorious, that language is 
inadequate to portray them. The blessedness in 
yonder life can be best expressed in negatives. It is 
"incorruptible,” not subject to decay, as are even the 
grandest works of man. Heavenly joys are "unde¬ 
filed,” namely, by sin; they are holy joys; they pos¬ 
sess an imperishable beauty. And they do "not fade 
away.” In heaven there is an eternal spring. The 
inheritance in heaven is incorruptible, undefiled, un- 
fadable. What does this mean? "Our first delight 
on entering the world of glory will never lessen nor 
change in all eternity.” (Stoeckhardt.) 

Such is our living hope. It is, in short, as our 
text says, salvation, full, final, complete salvation. 
And this salvation is "ready” now. All that is neces¬ 
sary is that it be revealed; all that is necessary is that 
the curtain between time and eternity be raised; and 
it will be raised "in the last time ” "at the [glorious} 
appearing of Jesus Christ.” 

Then shall come to a full realization what our 
lively hope comprises, of which we now have but 
a faint image. Then shall begin the only true life, 
the life in the abodes of bliss, where "God shall wipe 
away all tears from our eyes; and there shall be no 
more death, neither sorrow, nor crying, neither shall 
there be any more pain”; that life in which we shall 
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be entirely without sin, perfectly renewed in the 
image of God; that life in which we shall see our 
Savior face to face "and rejoice greatly, with joy 
unspeakable and full of glory.” 

So great, so glorious, is this living hope of the 
Christians — heaven, salvation — that Paul exult- 
ingly cries out: "I reckon that the sufferings of this 
present time are not worthy to be compared with the 
glory which shall be revealed in us,” Rom. 8, 18. 

And all this glory is to be ours as an inheritance 
to which we are entitled because we are begotten 
again. "If children, then heirs,” says Paul, "heirs 
of God and joint heirs with Christ.” From all of 
this again it is apparent why St. Peter calls upon the 
Christians to "bless,” that is, praise, "God and the 
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ.” 

This, too, is meant for you. So, Christian cross¬ 
bearer, dry your tears, look away from your trials, 
and look to that blessed hope which is to be brought 
unto you "at the appearing of Jesus Christ ” and 
you shall find ample reason to thank and praise God. 

2 . 

Great, glorious, is this hope. Is it a certain 
hope? Yes, absolutely certain. Peter says: "You 
have been begotten again unto a living hope by the 
resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead.” This 
hope of the Christians is a reality, a certainty, because 
Christ rose from the dead. We have a living Savior 
and hence we have a living hope! As certain as it 
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is that Christ rose from the dead, so certain is this 
hope and what goes with it — heaven, salvation. 
Without the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the 
dead, how sad the outlook! Without the resurrec¬ 
tion of Christ no hymn of thanksgiving to God 
would be possible, no new birth, no inheritance in 
heaven for us, no salvation in store for us. Without 
the resurrection of Christ we would be eternally lost, 
we would have no comfort at the death of our be¬ 
loved ones, no comfort at the thought of our own 
last hour. Our life would be as deplorable as that 
of the unbeliever whom St. Paul depicts as "being 
without God, without Christ, without hope in this 
world.” 

How gloomy the picture: "If Christ be not 
raised, your faith is vain, ye are yet in your sins; 
then they also which are fallen asleep in Christ are 
perished”! "But,” Paul proceeds triumphantly, 
"now is Christ risen from the dead.” We have a 
living Savior, a living faith, a living hope. Our 
hope rests on a foundation firm, solid, unshakable, 
namely, the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the 
dead. "Because I live, ye shall live also.” Our 
hope is a certain hope. 

And as for you, child of God, you are certain 
to obtain this inheritance. Why, Peter says that it 
is reserved for you; you are begotten again to an 
inheritance "reserved in heaven for you.” Many an 
earthly inheritance has been lost through unsafe 
guardians; not so yours. The inheritance is in 
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heaven, and there it is safe; it is in Jesus’ hands 
and therefore is secure. 

"But,” you say, "I still have an anxious question 
that I cannot suppress. This living hope, it is true, 
is well founded; the inheritance is secure in heaven; 
but what about me? I am still in this vale of tears, 
surrounded by my spiritual enemies. As yet I have 
not reached the goal.” 

Be of good cheer, my Christian friend. What 
Peter says to the Christians of his time applies to you. 
He says the inheritance is reserved "for you who are 
kept by the power of God through faith unto salva¬ 
tion This plainly tells you that the inheritance is 
kept for you, and you are kept for the inheritance. 
So your hope is truly a certain hope. Let me briefly 
unfold the apostle’s thought. He praises God and 
tells us why He should be praised. He has begotten 
you, made you His child; He began this good work 
in you. He did it for a purpose — you are to in¬ 
herit heaven, salvation. God’s purpose will not fail. 
When He adopted you as His child, the goal was 
set — salvation. God began the good work in you, 
and that fact guarantees its completion. You were 
begotten again to a lively hope, to an inheritance in 
heaven, to salvation. And this inheritance is reserved 
for you. 

But now you are still in this vale of tears; you 
see enemies round about you, the devil, the world, 
and your flesh, and you tremblingly ask: "Can 
I withstand these enemies of my soul; shall I come 
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out victoriously?” Be not afraid, says Peter, God 
has provided also for that. "You are kept ” 
guarded, against all your spiritual enemies, "by the 
power of God through faith unto salvation .” "With 
might of ours can naught be done”; but God’s power 
is strong in the weak. You believe, you have faith; 
that is by the operation of God. The Gospel, the 
Word, this "power of God unto salvation,” which 
wrought faith in you will also preserve you in the 
faith. Herein the power of God manifests itself, 
that through this Word He guards you against all 
your enemies and keeps you in the faith, so that 
you will attain the end of faith, salvation. Abide in 
the Word, and you abide in Christ and Christ in you. 
Our lively hope is a certain hope. 

And remember, too, that this Jesus, through 
whose resurrection from the dead your hope has be¬ 
come a lively hope, now "sits at the right hand of 
God, far above all principality and power and might 
and dominion,” far above every name that may be 
named in this world or in that to come, and all things 
are put under His feet, and He is the Head of the 
Church, which is His body; He rules all for the 
benefit of the Church, His body, and you are His 
members, and therefore He will guard and protect 
you; He knows you as His own, and He assures you: 
"No one shall pluck My sheep out of My hand.” 
To His heavenly Father He said in His high-priestly 
prayer, offered up also for you: "Father, I will 
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that they also whom Thou hast given Me be with 
Me where I am that they may behold My glory 
which Thou hast given Me.” 

Lay hold of these precious promises again and 
again, rely on them, and they will dispel all your 
doubts and fears of not reaching the goal; they will 
furthermore impart power to bear up under the 
heaviness of manifold temptations of the present 
time. Soon the time will come when you shall re¬ 
ceive the end of your faith, salvation; and then your 
tried faith will be "found unto praise and honor and 
glory at the appearing of Jesus Christ.” 

Yours is a living hope, a great, a glorious, a cer¬ 
tain hope, founded on an impregnable foundation, 
the resurrection of Jesus Christ. You have precious 
promises. This inheritance is reserved for you, and 
you are kept for the inheritance. Therefore thank 
and praise God for the abundant mercy He has 
shown unto you and confess: — 

Jesus, my Redeemer, lives! 

I, too, unto life must waken; 

Endless joy my Savior gives; 

Shall my courage, then, be shaken? 

Shall I fear, or could the Head 
Rise and leave the members dead? 

Nay, too closely am I bound 
Unto Him by hope forever; 

Faith’s strong hand the Rock hath found, 

Grasped it, and will leave it never. 

Even death now cannot part 
From its Lord the trusting heart. 

Amen. 
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The Twofold Activity of the Prophets. 

Of which salvation the prophets have enquired and searched 
diligently, who prophesied of the grace that should come unto you, 
searching what or what manner of time the Spirit of Christ which 
was in them did signify when it testified beforehand the sufferings 
of Christ and the glory that should follow. Unto whom it was 
revealed that not unto themselves, but unto us they did minister 
the things which are now reported unto you by them that have 
preached the Gospel unto you, with the Holy Ghost sent down 
from heaven; which things the angels desire to look into. 

I Pet. I, 10—12. 

We are fast approaching the Lenten season. 
This time of the church-year ought to prove a rich 
spiritual harvest for our entire congregation because 
in it we prayerfully consider the Passion of our Lord 
in detail. Throughout the church-year, it is true, the 
ever-recurring key-note of the Bible "Christ for us,” 
Christ suffered for us, Christ died for us, is heard 
in Lutheran preaching. But especially in the Lenten 
season we obtain a deep insight into the grace and 
mercy wherewith our God has blessed us, the Chris¬ 
tians of the New Testament. We learn, too, how 
far richer is our Christian knowledge than that of 
the believers in the Old Testament. We hear the 
prophecies of the Old Testament expounded, in 
which Christ is set forth as the coming Deliverer 
from sin, and in the light of fulfilment we under¬ 
stand these prophecies all the better. 

The believers of the Old Testament possessed 
grace and mercy, great grace. They were saved by 
the same grace by which we are saved. The light, 
the prophecy, the Gospel, they possessed was grand, 
glorious; but we who live in the New Testament 
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times, the time of fulfilment, have a still brighter 
light than they because we have the fulfilment. The 
prophets could but say the Messiah will come, and 
only in bold outlines did they trace the work of re¬ 
demption to be performed by Him, while we say the 
Messiah has come, and we can fill out the bold out¬ 
lines and develop them into a complete picture. 
Thus the great prerogative of the New Testament 
believers becomes apparent. — To-day’s text speaks 
of the prophets and their prophecies. 

The apostle had reminded the Christians of Asia 
Minor of their lively, or living, hope. "Blessed be 
the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ ,” he 
writes, "who hath begotten us again unto a lively 
hope, ... to an inheritance incorruptible and unde¬ 
filed and that fadeth not away, reserved in heaven 
for you.” True, the road leading to that inheritance 
is a thorny one. "Now for a season ye are in heavi¬ 
ness through manifold temptations.” But look to 
the end — salvation. And in order to bring promi¬ 
nently forward the gloriousness of the grace they 
possessed, of the lively hope that was theirs, he pre¬ 
sents it as the object of prophetic search, by speaking 
of the twofold activity of the prophets. So the 
simple superscription of to-day’s meditation reads: — 

The Twofold Activity of the Prophets. 

1. They prophesied of grace. 

2. They searched and inquired diligently con¬ 
cerning grace. 
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1 . 

"The prophets,” says the text, "prophesied of 
the grace that should come unto you.” "The Spirit 
of Christ which was in them . . . testified beforehand 
the sufferings of Christ and the glory that should 
follow.” Prophesying was the office, the calling, of 
the prophets; they were God’s spokesmen, God’s 
mouthpieces, to the people. "The Spirit of Christ 
in them,” the Holy Spirit, "testified.” The prophe¬ 
sying was an inspired speaking and writing. The 
Spirit testified; the prophets were but the organs that 
gave utterance to the testimony of the Spirit. So 
their prophecies were not the product of man’s wis¬ 
dom, but of God’s wisdom. The inspiration of the 
Old Testament is clearly taught here. 

So be on your guard against the modern rational¬ 
istic conception of the activity of the prophets, a con¬ 
ception born of unbelief, the purpose of which is to 
eliminate our Savior from the pages of the Old 
Testament. Briefly their false teaching is this: The 
Israelites were an oppressed people. The prophets 
were patriots, who had their country’s welfare at 
heart. In times of deep despondency of the people 
they tried to lift the veil of the future; they put two 
and two together; they saw rifts in the gloomy 
clouds hovering over them bespeaking a brighter 
day, and so they consoled their people by predicting 
the coming of a Deliverer from bondage. Sometimes 
they shot far beyond the mark, it is true, but they 
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meant well — they were patriots. Such is the con¬ 
ception of the New Theology made in German uni¬ 
versities, transferred to our shores, picked up eagerly 
by some of our universities, from which again it 
creeps into text-books used in some of our higher 
institutions of learning. Beware! Be on your guard 
against such outspoken infidelity. 

Peter expressly says: "The Spirit of Christ was 
in them”; "the Spirit of Christ testified.” "The 
Spirit of Christ,” the Holy Spirit was in the prophets, 
He impelled them to write; and what they wrote 
was the testimony of the Spirit, not that of the 
prophets. The Holy Spirit is called "the Spirit of 
Christ” because Christ is the Mediator, who even in 
the Old Testament, before His incarnation, sent the 
Holy Spirit to the prophets to make known by their 
prophecies what He, the Christ, would do for His 
people — save Israel from all their sins. 

And now, what are the contents of the prophe¬ 
cies? Grace! "They prophesied of grace.” The 
prophets wrote of many things; why, they wrote 
books! But the sum and substance of their writings, 
that about which all else revolved, to which all con¬ 
verged, for which all was written, may be expressed 
in one word — grace! 

This is important to know. If you would read 
the Old Testament aright, read it with but one pur¬ 
pose in view, read it to find grace in it, no matter 
where you read, beginning at Genesis and ending at 
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Malachi; read the prophecies prayerfully for the 
illumination of the Spirit to find grace therein, the 
grace of God towards fallen mankind. For this 
specific grace is to be merited for us "by the suffer¬ 
ings of Christ” as the text itself maintains. 

So the prophets did not speak only of the his¬ 
torical fact of the coming of the Messiah, but also 
of the purpose, the aim, the end, of His coming and 
of His sufferings. They prophesied of the Seed of 
the Woman who should crush the Serpent’s head, 
of the Seed of Abraham in whom all the families of 
the earth should be blessed. Moses spoke of Him 
as the great Prophet who was to be the Mediator of 
a new covenant. To David, Jehovah had said: 
"l will be His Father, and He shall be My Son.” 
The Messiah was to be David’s Son, true man, and 
Jehovah’s Son, true God, who was to establish an 
everlasting kingdom, the Church of God. Jeremiah 
says of Him that He was to be called "The Lord 
Our Righteousness,” the very God Himself, who was 
to fulfil the Law’s demands and thus acquire right¬ 
eousness for us. Isaiah spoke of a virgin who was 
to bring forth a son, Immanuel, i. e., God with us. 
Thus the prophecies became clearer and clearer until 
we reach the 53d chapter of Isaiah, in which this 
Evangelist of the Old Testament depicts the suffering 
Messiah, one might say, as though he had stood 
under the cross, viewing the Savior expire: "Surely 
He hath borne our griefs and carried our sor- 
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raws” etc. Not only this; they also wrote of "the 
glories to follow,” of His descent into hell, His 
resurrection, and His sitting at the right hand of 
God; in brief, they prophesied of His state of 
humiliation and of His state of exaltation. And all 
this, says the apostle, may be summed up in one 
word — grace. Oh, it was a light, great, grand, 
glorious, which the believers of the Old Testament 
walked in! St. Peter testifies: "To Him give all the 
prophets witness that through His name, whosoever 
believeth in Him, shall receive remission of sins.” 
With Job they could triumphantly exclaim: "I know 
that my Redeemer liveth.” 

But some things they lacked that we possess — 
they inquired and searched diligently concerning 
grace. 

"Of which salvation the prophets have enquired 
and searched diligently, searching what, or what 
manner of, time the Spirit of Christ which was 
in them did signify when it testified beforehand 
the sufferings of Christ and the glory that should 
follow.” 

We are told that the prophets "searched and en¬ 
quired diligently” of the salvation, the grace fallen 
to the lot of the New Testament Christians. This 
searching and inquiring is manifestly an activity dif¬ 
ferent from that of prophesying. The latter they 
did in obedience to God’s will; the former they did 
on their own account. It was an individual activity 
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of theirs to get a deeper insight into God’s wonderful 
grace of salvation. 

Where did they search? In their own writings, 
in the Old Testament Scriptures; for these alone 
spoke of grace. And the object of their inquiry? 
"Searching what, or what manner of, time the Spirit” 
pointed to when He testified of the glorious things 
pertaining to salvation. So their search was centered 
upon the when and the how of the fulfilment of 
their prophecies. 

While they prophesied, "the Spirit of Christ 
which was in them” impelling them thereto, they 
became aware of the fact and said to themselves: 
Why, these are wonderful, glorious things that we 
are penning; they are thoughts of God latent to us; 
they are things that go beyond our comprehension. 
They did not fully understand the things whereof 
they spoke. Why? Because "the Spirit testified 
beforehand the sufferings of Christ and the glory to 
follow .” The fulfilment lay in the future. Now, 
when the prophecy was written, a longing desire 
seized them to know more about the very things they 
had written. When, they asked themselves, will all 
these wonderful things of the Messiah come to pass? 
What will be the closer circumstances, the details? 
They had an ardent desire to learn more about the 
grace of God through the Messiah, and so "they 
searched and enquired diligently” in their own proph¬ 
ecies and of those that had gone before, comparing 
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them with one another and pondering over them long 
and seriously and prayerfully. 

To make plain their mental state somewhat to 
our minds, let us think of the state of glory still in 
the future for us. We know that in yonder life 
there will be "pleasures forevermore”; we read of 
the saints in heaven that "God shall wipe away all 
tears from their eyes; and there shall be no more 
death nor sorrow nor crying, neither shall there be 
any more pain”; we know it will be "an inheritance in¬ 
corruptible and undefiled and that fadeth not away.” 
Oh, it will be great, glorious, this bliss of heaven! 
But as a copy of a painting is but an imperfect repro¬ 
duction of the original, so the conceptions we now 
have of eternal life from what we read of it in Scrip¬ 
ture are but faint outlines of the future glory. 
Why? Because the realization lies in the future. 
The reality will by far transcend all our imagination. 

To return to the prophets. They knew, for 
example, that Christ should come, but when they 
knew not. They knew He would be born of a virgin, 
but the name of the virgin was a mystery to them. 
They did not know that the new-born Savior would 
lie in a manger, that an angel would announce His 
birth to shepherds on the plains of Bethlehem, and 
that the multitude of the heavenly host would sing 
a wonderful song of praise. Imagine Isaiah, Jere¬ 
miah, Hosea, and the other prophets intently poring 
over the Messianic prophecies, — what an ardent 
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longing it bespeaks to get a deeper insight into the 
grace whereof they spoke and wrote! 

Was their desire fulfilled? No. "Unto whom it 
was revealed that not unto themselves, but unto us 
they did minister the things which are now reported 
unto you by them that have preached the Gospel 
unto you with the Holy Ghost sent down from 
heaven; which things the angels desire to look into” 

They were given to understand that these things, 
the when and the how of the fulfilment, are for 
a future generation, for the people of the New Tes¬ 
tament. By their prophecies they were serving them. 
When the prophecies would be fulfilled, the "report” 
thereof would go out to them, and in the light of 
the "report,” the facts accomplished, the New Testa¬ 
ment believers would understand the prophecies the 
more fully and clearly. So it came to pass. 

On Pentecost the Holy Ghost came down from 
heaven, was poured out upon the apostles, and made 
them infallible teachers of all mankind in spiritual 
matters. The "report” went out into the world. It 
has come to us. As we hear and read the accounts of 
the holy evangelists, we learn of the circumstances of 
Christ’s birth; we learn of Joseph and Mary; we see 
the poor manger, we hear the "Glory to God in the 
highest” of the angels; we learn of the Wise Men’s 
visit to the Christ-child, of His flight into Egypt, etc. 
We see our Savior going about in Judea and espe¬ 
cially Galilee, doing good, healing the sick, giving 
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sight to the blind, raising the dead, and preaching the 
acceptable year of the Lord. Then we behold His 
agony in the Garden of Gethsemane, we learn of the 
betrayal of Judas and of Peter’s denial; we see 
Christ before the high priest Caiaphas and Annas 
and before Pontius Pilate; we behold Him carrying 
His cross on the way to Golgotha and see Him nailed 
to the accursed tree and suffering untold agonies as 
our Substitute. On the third day we see Him risen 
triumphantly from the grave and forty days later 
ascending into heaven to sit at the right hand of God 
the Father Almighty. 

Now, when we read the Old Testament prophe¬ 
cies, we add to them all that we know from these 
Gospel narratives and thus have a better understand¬ 
ing of them than did the prophets of old. But by 
their prophecies they ministered unto us; for our 
faith is strengthened when we see that all the things 
that they foretold of the promised Messiah were ful¬ 
filled in Christ. 

Oh, how far in advance we are compared with 
the believers of the Old Covenant as to Christian 
knowledge! How much greater the grace vouch¬ 
safed to us than to them! 

But since the prophets, as we are here told, had 
such a great longing concerning salvation that they 
diligently searched in their own prophecies, should 
not we who have the prophecy plus the fulfilment 
be eager to search diligently in the Scriptures in our 
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homes? Should we not flock to our church, seizing 
every opportunity to hear of our Savior, to learn 
more of the great grace of God towards us? 

God has granted us unspeakable spiritual bless¬ 
ings in His holy Word. We are far in advance of 
the prophets of old, aye, in one respect, in advance 
even of the holy angels themselves. Peter informs 
us that they "desire to look into” the great abyss of 
God’s love towards fallen mankind; but it remains 
a "desire” on their part, it is not fulfilled. Why? 
The holy angels are outside the plan of redemption, 
they know not what it means for a redeemed sinner 
to pray confidently, "Abba, Father.” We do. God 
grant that we may know His grace in Christ Jesus 
towards us more and more and that we thank Him 
for the unspeakable riches of His grace. Amen. 
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“Be Ye Holy in All Manner 
of Conversation.” 

Wherefore gird up the loins of your mind, be sober, and hope 
to the end for the grace that is to be brought unto you at the 
revelation of Jesus Christ; as obedient children, not fashioning 
yourselves according to the former lusts in your ignorance; but as 
He which hath called you is holy, so be ye holy in all manner of 
conversation, because it is written, Be ye holy, for I am holy. 
And if ye call on the Father, who without respect of persons 
judgeth according to every man’s work, pass the time of your 
sojourning here in fear, forasmuch as ye know that ye were not 
redeemed with corruptible things, as silver and gold, from your 
vain conversation received by tradition from your fathers, but with 
the precious blood of Christ, as of a Lamb without blemish and 
without spot, who verily was foreordained before the foundation 
of the world, but was manifest in these last times for you, who by 
Him do believe in God, that raised Him up from the dead and 
gave Him glory, that your faith and hope might be in God. 

1 Pet. 1, 13—21. 

In that well-known, grand introductory para¬ 
graph to this epistle, the Apostle Peter had called 
upon the Christians to praise God for the wonderful 
thing He had done by them — He had made them 
heirs of eternal life. He says: "Blessed be the God 
and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, which according 
to His abundant mercy hath begotten us again unto 
a lively hope by the resurrection of Jesus Christ from 
the dead to an inheritance incorruptible and undefiled 
and that fadeth not away, reserved in heaven for you, 
who are kept by the power of God through faith 
unto salvation, ready to be revealed in the last time.” 
Peter had set forth the gloriousness of this salvation 
by describing it as the object of prophetic search, as 
the theme of apostolic preaching, as the deep abyss 
of God’s love that had made such a great salvation 
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possible, an abyss so deep that the holy angels desire 
to look into it without, however, being able to 
fathom it. 

He now turns to the hortatory part in his epistle: 
"Wherefore gird up the loins of your mind, be sober, 
and hope to the end for the grace that is to be brought 
unto you at the revelation of Jesus Christ .” Since 
you have such a living hope, says the apostle, "hope 
to the end.” Only "he that shall endure to the end, 
the same shall be saved.” 

This great hope excludes a life in sin: "Do not 
fashion yourselves according to the former lusts.” 
You are Christians, converted; the life you led 
before your conversion, in which you gratified the 
lusts of the flesh, must be a thing of the past; now 
you are to be "holy in all manner of conversation.” 
This, then, shall be the subject of our meditation: — 

‘‘Be Ye Holy in All Manner of Conversation.” 

The apostle adduces three strong reasons why 
Christians should live a life of sanctification: — 

1. God called them. 

2. God will judge without respect of persons. 

3. They have been redeemed from their vain 
conversation. 

1 . 

"But as He which hath called you is holy, so be 
ye holy in all manner of conversation.” Why should 
you Christians of Asia Minor be holy in all manner 
of conversation? Because God called you. In time 
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past "ye wrought the will of the Gentiles, ye walked 
in lasciviousness, lusts, excess of wine, revelings, ban- 
quetings, and abominable idolatries” (4, 3). At that 
time you were not the people of God; at that time 
you had not obtained mercy; at that time you were 
slaves of your sinful passions. 

Then it was that God called you. He sent the 
Apostle Paul to you. Through his preaching you 
came to a knowledge of your deep sinful depravity; 
through his preaching, by the grace of the Holy 
Spirit, the dense spiritual darkness vanished. By the 
Gospel which Paul preached, you were "called out 
of darkness into God’s marvelous light.” Your 
minds became illumined through the Gospel; you 
saw Jesus as your Savior. The preaching of Paul 
was God’s call to you. God called you. Through 
this call you were transferred from darkness to light; 
through it, from being a child of Satan, you were 
changed into a child of God. 

Now, He who called you, the Lord God, is holy; 
so the call was a call to holiness. "Be ye holy, for 
I am holy,” He tells you. He called you to holiness; 
therefore it is your duty to be holy. He called you; 
therefore you also have the power to lead a holy 
life. rr As obedient children, not fashioning your¬ 
selves according to the former lusts in your igno¬ 
rance, but as He which hath called you is holy, so 
be ye holy in all manner of conversation.’’ Pattern 
your lives now "after the pattern of the Holy One 
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who called you.” Be holy "in all manner of conver¬ 
sation”; in your every-day life it must become ap¬ 
parent what manner of people you are — "children 
of obedience,” holy people. 

What is true of the Christians of Asia Minor is 
also true of us. Thank God, we, too, without merit 
or worthiness in us, have been called "out of dark¬ 
ness into His marvelous light.” Being enlightened 
by the Gospel, we marvel at God’s wonderful plan 
of salvation by faith in Christ Jesus. Being in the 
light, we should walk as children of the light; having 
been called by the holy God, we should be holy in 
all manner of conversation. In our every-day life, 
at every opportunity, at church, at home, in our busi¬ 
ness, at our work, in our every deportment, it should 
be manifest that we are children of God who run 
the way of His commandments. 

A second reason why we should be holy in all 
manner of conversation the apostle states thus: God 
will judge without respect of persons. 

2 . 

"And if ye call on the Father, who without re¬ 
spect of persons judgeth according to every mans 
work, pass the time of your sojourning here in fear.” 
The people of Asia Minor to whom St. Peter wrote 
his first epistle were Christians; they prayed. You 
pray, says Peter, you call God Father. You are His 
children; you have become such through faith in 
Christ Jesus. Now realize what you are doing when 
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you pray to God as Father, when you say, "Our 
Father who art in heaven.” Only Christians have 
the great privilege to cry, "Abba, Father.” See to it 
that this beautiful prayer does not become mere lip- 
service. Remember that the God upon whom you 
call and to whom you bear such intimate relation 
as a father does to his child, is at the same time the 
Judge, fr who without respect of persons judgeth 
according to every mans work” 

Not the fact that you have been looked upon as 
Christians by your fellow-men, not the fact that you 
have been called Christians, will avail you anything 
on that great Day, but the question will be whether 
you were Christians in deed and in truth. God will 
manifest by the "work” of every man, by the life 
he led, whether it was a life in Christ or out of 
Christ. The good works of the Christians will be 
produced in evidence of their faith; the evil works 
of the unbelievers, in evidence of their unbelief. 
Therefore "pass the time of your sojourning here in 
fear,” in childlike fear. God is your Father, you 
are His children; walk according to His Word as 
dear children do who love their father. Then, on 
that great day, you will hear your Savior’s voice 
call out to you, "Come, ye blessed of My Father, 
inherit the Kingdom.” 

What a powerful, salutary incentive this thought 
of the Judgment is "to pass the time of your sojourn¬ 
ing here in fear” or, as the apostle has previously 
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expressed it, to "be holy in all manner of conversa¬ 
tion We are sojourners here; let us not forget 
that. Heaven is our home; therefore beware of 
becoming earthly-minded; our conversation is in 
heaven. Through Jesus Christ, God is our Father; 
hence in childlike fear let us walk as becomes the 
children of God because, as Luther expresses it so 
admirably in his explanations of the Commandments, 
we "fear and love God,” not because we fear death 
or Judgment Day. 

Rise, my soul, to watch and pray, 

From thy sleep awake thee, 

Lest at last the evil day 
Suddenly o’ertake thee; 

For the Foe, Well we know, 

Oft his harvest reapeth 
While the Christian sleepeth. 

But while watching, also see 
That thou pray unceasing; 

For the Lord must make thee free, 

Strength and faith increasing, 

So to do Service true. 

Let not sloth enslave thee; 

Pray, and He will save thee. (Hymn 381,1.7.) 

A still more urgent reason, aye, the highest in¬ 
centive for Christians to follow the exhortation: 
"Be ye holy!” the apostle founds on the redemption 
of Christ: "Ye are redeemed . . . from your vain 
conversation 

3. 

"Forasmuch as ye know that ye were not re¬ 
deemed with corruptible things, as silver and gold, 
from your vain conversation received by tradition 




"Be Ye Holy in All Manner of Conversation 41 

from your fathers, but with the precious blood of 
Christ, as of a Lamb without blemish and without 
spot.” You are redeemed, bought with a price, the 
apostle reminds the Christians of Asia Minor. You 
were slaves of your vain conversation, of the life you 
led in obedience to the lusts of the flesh. This ''vain 
conversation,” this life in sin, held you captive. You 
received it "by tradition from your fathers .” Your 
fathers led a life in sin; you followed in their foot¬ 
steps; sinners can beget sinners only. And you were 
powerless; you could not extricate yourselves from 
this dominion of sin. To break the shackles of sin, 
to release you from your serfdom, a ransom had to 
be paid. And wherein did it consist? In gold and 
silver? With it you may purchase almost anything 
in this world, but the power of sin, gold and silver 
cannot overcome. Christ’s blood, God’s blood, shed 
on Calvary, is the redemption money. Know it, 
don’t forget it — you are redeemed; you have been 
bought with a price! Christ is your Lord, whom 
you have accepted in faith; therefore live to His 
honor and glory; pass the time of your sojourning 
here in fear. Be holy "in all manner of conversa¬ 
tion” to the honor and glory of the Father. 

See how anxiously God was concerned about your 
salvation. This Christ, the Lamb without blemish 
and without spot, who died that you might live, 
"was foreordained before the foundation of the 
world” as the One who should save you from your 
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vain conversation; and "in these last times He was 
manifest for you He descended from the throne 
of His majesty and became man; He, the Lamb 
without blemish and without spot, suffered and died 
for you. God '‘'’raised Him up from the dead and 
gave Him glory”; God the Father accepted the re¬ 
demption money. Now you are redeemed. "By 
Him,” Christ, you "believe in God”; your faith 
and hope are in God. "Be ye holy!” "Hope to the 
end for the grace that is to be brought unto you at 
the revelation of Jesus Christ.” 

Dearly beloved, know that you, too, are re¬ 
deemed. Remind yourselves often of this precious 
truth — we are redeemed! God called you into this 
grace by the Gospel. So take the warning to heart: 
"Pass the time of your sojourning here in fear.” 
Whosoever believes that he has been redeemed is no 
longer under the dominion of sin; sin cannot rule 
over him. 

So, beloved, when tempted to sin, know "ye are 
redeemed.” Redeemed and still sin willingly, know¬ 
ingly, and thus tread this redemption under foot? 
God forbid! Being made partakers of the saints in 
light, let us walk as the children of light, and let us 
be holy in all manner of conversation. God grant 
it for Jesus’ sake. Amen. 
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The Living Word. 

Seeing ye have purified your souls in obeying the truth through 
the Spirit unto unfeigned love of the brethren, see that ye love one 
another with a pure heart fervently; being born again, not of 
corruptible seed, but of incorruptible, by the Word of God, which 
liveth and abideth forever. For all flesh is as grass and all the glory 
of man as the flower of grass. The grass witheretb, and the flower 
thereof falleth away; but the Word of the Lord endureth forever. 
And this is the Word which by the Gospel is preached unto you. 
Wherefore, laying aside all malice, and all guile, and hypocrisies, 
and envies, and all evil-speakings, as new-born babes desire the 
sincere milk of the Word that ye may grow thereby, if so be ye 
have tasted that the Lord is gracious. — I Pet. 1, 22 — 2, 3. 

There is a very peculiar and deeply significant 
phrase in our text that should arrest the attention 
of every Christian hearer and give him food for 
earnest and prayerful meditation. Writing to the 
Christians of Asia Minor, the Apostle Peter says: 
"Ye are born again ... by the Word of God which 
liveth.” The phrase to which we have reference is 
"the Word of God which liveth.” The Word lives, 
the Word has life, it is a living Word. Just as you 
say of a person he is not dead, he lives, so the apostle 
says of the Word of God it is not a dead, but a living 
Word. 

Which is this living Word? In general he calls 
it the Word of God, then, specifically, the Word 
of the Lord, the Lord Jesus. He designates it as 
the truth, and then, binding all these expressions to¬ 
gether, he says: "This is the Word which by the 
Gospel is preached unto you.” So the Gospel is the 
living Word. 

And to this living Word, the Gospel, the apostle 
ascribes wonderful power. Through it you are born 
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again; through it you receive power to love one an¬ 
other from a pure heart, fervently; through it you 
are enabled to grow in all Christian virtues. 

All of this touches us quite closely. This Gospel 
of which St. Peter says, in addressing the Christians 
of Asia Minor: "This is the Word which by the 
Gospel is preached unto you,” this same Gospel is 
preached unto us. What a wonderful Word that 
must be which the apostle lauds so highly! A Word 
is preached to you Sunday after Sunday that has 
life, imparts spiritual life, nourishes and sustains spir¬ 
itual life. 

It is to this phase of the text that we would call 
your attention this evening. By the gracious assis¬ 
tance of the Holy Spirit let us consider — 

The Living Word. 

1. It imparts spiritual life. 

2. It nourishes spiritual life. 

1 . 

The environment in which we find this great 
truth, "the Word liveth ," is briefly this: On behalf 
of the Christians of Asia Minor, Peter had intoned 
the sublime hymn of praise: "Blessed be the God and 
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, which according to 
His abundant mercy hath begotten us again unto 
a lively hope ” These children of God, possessing 
such a blessed hope, Peter exhorts to "hope to the 
end"; to "be holy in all manner of conversation"; 
to "love one another with a pure heart, fervently” 
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To stress this last-named virtue, Peter reminds 
the Christians of the fact that ”through the Spirit 
they obeyed the truth”; i. e., they believed the Gospel 
by the gracious operation of the Holy Spirit, and 
by that selfsame act their souls, their hearts, had 
been " purified unto unfeigned love of the brethren.” 
Hence they should show it, manifest it. "Love one 
another”; and let it be a love from "a pure heart,” 
an "unfeigned,” a sincere love; let it be a fervent, 
a constant love. Peter, you recollect, had learned this 
hard lesson in the school of his Master. His ques¬ 
tion had been: "Lord, how oft shall my brother sin 
against me and I forgive him? till seven times?” 
Jesus said unto him: "I say not unto thee, Until 
seven times, but, Until seventy times seven.” (Matt. 
18 , 21 — 28 .) 

To impress this Christian duty of brotherly love 
lastingly upon the hearts and consciences of his 
readers, the apostle elaborates the thought that they 
have " obeyed the truth through the Spirit” by laying 
all possible stress upon the means through which the 
Holy Spirit brought them to faith. Brotherly love, 
says he, is your sacred duty " because you are born 
again by the Word of God, which liveth and abideth 
forever . 

To express the simple thought, the apostle might 
have said: Love one another because you are born 
again by the Gospel. But no; he circumscribes the 
term Gospel, by saying: You are born again "by the 
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Word of God, which liveth,” thus calling our atten¬ 
tion to the wonderful power of the Gospel through 
which the new birth is brought about. 

For to be born again is no small matter. To be 
born again means to be translated from the kingdom 
of Satan into Christ’s kingdom; it means to be called 
from darkness to God’s marvelous light; it means 
that people dead in trespasses and sins have been 
quickened; it means that people have passed from 
death to life. To be born again, in short, is a miracle 
wrought in man by the Holy Spirit. And through 
which means has this miracle been performed? "By 
the Word of God, which liveth ” by the Gospel. 
So this Gospel is not an empty sound, not a mere 
echo vanishing in the air; it is not simply the an¬ 
nouncement of the plan of salvation, but it is a living 
Word, a word that has life, imparts life. It is, as 
St. Paul says, "the power of God unto salvation.” 
This living Word imparts life to the spiritual corpse, 
and the dead Lazarus rises from his grave and walks. 
It was through this divine, living, life-imparting 
Word, says St. Peter to the Christians of Asia Minor, 
that you were born again, that you received life. 
Where there is life, it manifests itself; hence see to 
it that you show, manifest, this life — "love one an¬ 
other,” sincerely, constantly. This is the apostle’s 
trend of thought. 

Such, then, is the power of this living Word. 
It imparts spiritual life. — Let us pursue this thought 
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somewhat further. This selfsame living Word, the 
Gospel, the apostle says, is the Word of the Lord, 
the Lord Jesus. And Jesus says of His words: "My 
words are spirit, and they are life.” So He says 
exactly the same things as does the apostle. 

A few concrete examples will deepen our con¬ 
viction of the life-imparting power of the Word as 
it fell from the lips of Jesus. We find Jesus in 
conversation with the rationalist Nicodemus. "Ye 
must be born again,” says Jesus to him. Nicodemus 
knows nothing of the new birth. At the close of 
the conversation, however, he has experienced the 
new birth through the life-giving words of Christ. 

Again, we see Jesus in conversation with the 
Samaritan woman, who was steeped in sin. She, too, 
comes to a knowledge of her sin and to a living 
faith in the Savior by the power of His Word. 

And now turn to the apostles. Peter preaches 
his great Pentecostal sermon at Jerusalem, and three 
thousand souls are added to the church. Philip 
preaches Jesus to the man of Ethiopia, who frankly 
confesses: "I believe that Jesus Christ is the Son of 
God,” Acts 8, 27—37. At Philippi, Paul spoke to 
the women at the riverside where they resorted to 
worship, "and the Lord opened Lydia’s heart that 
she attended unto the things which were spoken of 
Paul,” Acts 16, 16. He preached the Word of the 
Lord to the Philippian jailer and his household, and 
the jailer "rejoiced, believing in God with all his 
house,” Acts 16, 34. 
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But why multiply proofs? Behold the power of 
the living Word! All these instances teach with one 
accord: These people were "born again by the Word 
of God that liveth.” 

And you, my Christian friend, are you not a 
living testimony to the life-imparting power of this 
living Word? You love your Savior, you have been 
called from darkness to light, you are born again. 
How did it come about? "Through the Spirit you 
have obeyed the truth.” "Ye were born again by the 
Word of God that liveth.” This truth, that the 
Gospel, the living Word of God, is the only means 
that can produce spiritual life, is so big, so important, 
that the apostle must needs drive it home in still 
another way. He contrasts it with things mundane, 
especially with the impotence of mans word. "All 
flesh is as grass and all the glory of man as the flower 
of grass.” Now the point of comparison: "The 
grass withereth, and the flower thereof falleth away.” 
And now follows the contrast: "But the Word of the 
Lord endureth forever.” All things material and 
intellectual, that is, "the glory of man,” what is it? 
"The flower of grass!” Man’s word, man’s wisdom, 
put perhaps in book form and heralded far and wide 
as the latest and greatest achievement of man’s supe¬ 
rior intellect in this enlightened age — "the flower 
of grass”! It withers, soon becomes obsolete, is soon 
forgotten! All that trust in man’s word, in man¬ 
made religions — how fickle often is their so-called 
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"faith”! To-day one is a Christian Scientist, to¬ 
morrow a Russellite, the third day a Doweyite, and 
the fourth a skeptic Pilate, asking ironically, "What 
is truth?” Not so with God’s Word. 

"But the Word of the Lord abideth forever” and 
the life resultant therefrom likewise. "And this is 
the Word which by the Gospel” the glad tidings of 
Jesus Christ, "is preached unto you”; it entered your 
hearts, imparted its life to you, renewed your will. 
Do you realize what a blessed privilege it is to have 
this living Word proclaimed to you Sunday after 
Sunday? 

Look about you. In our day, sorry to say, all 
kinds of topics, civil, political, and social, have be¬ 
come the subjects of discussion in the pulpit; all sorts 
of claptrap schemes have been introduced into the 
house of God to attract the crowds. Are they of any 
avail spiritually ? No. Why have so many pulpits 
lost their power? Because the Gospel, the living 
Word, the only means to produce spiritual life, is 
wanting. Why are so many so-called sermons feeble, 
fruitless? Because they are lifeless, Gospelless, 
Christless sermons. There is but one means that can 
produce spiritual life: "This is the Word which by 
the Gospel is preached unto you.” 

But as the Gospel is the only means of imparting 
spiritual life, so it is also the only means of nourish¬ 
ing this life. Having been put into a new life, Chris¬ 
tians should grow, develop spiritually, says St. Peter. 

The Living Hope. 4 
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His words are: You are born again by the Word 
that liveth; now "grow thereby.” This we shall 
consider in the second place. 

2 . 

Our text reads: "Wherefore, laying aside all 
malice, and all guile, and hypocrisies, and envies, and 
all evil-speakings, as new-born babes desire the sincere 
milk of the Word that ye may grow thereby” What 
milk is to babes, that the Word of God is to Chris¬ 
tians — food, nourishment. The new life wrought 
by the living Word must be nourished, the contact 
with this living Word must be maintained. Turn 
on the electric current, and the wire becomes a live 
wire; shut it off, and the wire is dead. Shut off the 
living Word, and spiritual death results. 

As new-born babes eagerly desire, crave, the 
mother’s breast, so Christians should desire, long for, 
the spiritual milk, the living Word. If the child does 
not long for milk, there is alarm in the household, 
the parents know that child is sick, and the family 
physician is summoned. If the Christian no longer 
desires spiritual milk, he is sick spiritually; perhaps 
he is already spiritually dead. There is but one 
means of nourishing the Christian life, and that is 
the living Word. "Desire the Word that ye may 
grow thereby.” 

What about Mr. So-and-so, who, admonished by 
the pastor not to neglect churchgoing, answers: 
"Pastor, I’ve had a good Christian education in my 
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youth. I’ve gone through the parochial school; 
I know the Catechism and the Bible History by 
heart; I don’t need preaching so much. I know 
about all you have to say,” — what about him? He 
is dangerously sick, if not totally dead. What does 
Peter say? "Desire the sincere milk of the Word 
that ye may grow thereby.” Where there is no such 
desire, there is no spiritual growth, and spiritual death 
follows. What does Jesus say? "He that is of God 
heareth God’s words; ye therefore hear them not 
because ye are not of God.” 

But healthy spiritual growth is possible only 
through the true Gospel. Observe the caution of 
St. Peter: "Desire the sincere,” the unadulterated, 
"milk of the Word that ye may grow thereby.” 

Children cannot thrive on adulterated milk. 
Health authorities do all they can to safeguard the 
public against adulterated foods. "Pure food!” is 
the slogan round about us. Why? Adulterated 
food may cut our lives short. 

How blind some Christians are spiritually! 
While they clamor for pure food for the body, they 
often resent their pastor’s warning them against 
adulterated food for the soul, resent his reminding 
them of Christ’s admonition: "Beware of false 
prophets, which come to you in sheep’s clothing; but 
inwardly they are ravening wolves.” No, Christians, 
desire the sincere milk of the Word, the pure Gospel. 
Only this is the living Word, which can sustain life. 
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False doctrine is an adulteration of sound doctrine; 
but as adulterated milk has the appearance of the 
unadulterated article, so false doctrine often looks 
to those whose senses are not "exercised to discern 
both good and evil” like "the sincere milk of the 
Word,” the proper spiritual food for Christians, and 
therefore is all the more dangerous. (2 Cor. 2, 17; 
Rom. 16, 17.) 

On his missionary journeys St. Paul preached the 
doctrine of justification pure and unadulterated. 
What happened? Judaizers, false prophets, fol¬ 
lowed in Paul’s tracks. Upon the whole they lauded 
Paul’s doctrine. Paul’s doctrine is good, fine, they 
said; but you must add something to his Gospel — 
you must be circumcised if you would be saved. 
Thus they changed the Gospel into Law, the living 
Word into a dead, lifeless, aye, poisonous word, 
which could not but destroy spiritual life. Hence 
Paul warningly cries out to the Galatians: "A little 
leaven leaveneth the whole lump. Ye are fallen from 
grace!” 

Need we warn you against adulterations of the 
Gospel? You know that the term Gospel is bandied 
about in a most shameful manner, so that it is emptied 
of its true content. We hear of "the gospel of 
duty ” "the gospel of work. "the gospel of good 
fellowship,” and of "the social gospel,” all of which 
have absolutely nothing in common with the true 
Gospel. That is Satan’s trick to rob Christians of 
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the true Gospel. The Biblical meaning of the term 
Gospel is one, and one only. The Gospel is the glad 
tidings of the gracious forgiveness of sin by faith in 
Christ Jesus. "And this is the Word which by the 
Gospel is preached unto you” and by which alone 
spiritual growth is possible. 

If you desire the sincere milk of the Word, what 
will come about as a matter of course? You will 
"grow thereby .” And this growth will manifest 
itself. You will "lay aside,” as you lay aside an 
old garment for which you have no further use, — 
I say, you will "lay aside” more and more "all malice, 
and all guile, and hypocrisies, and envies, and all 
evil-speakings,” all of which vices militate against 
brotherly love, and you will grow in the correspond¬ 
ing virtues. Thus you will grow spiritually. "You 
have tasted that the Lord,” Jesus, is gracious; you 
have tasted His grace in the living Word, the Gospel. 
Having tasted the sweetness of Jesus’ grace in the 
Word, this is the apostle’s closing thought, you 
should all the more desire it, long for it, live in it, 
and thus receive grace for grace. 

Thus the Apostle Peter has taught us some all- 
important truths about the Gospel. It is a living 
Word, which imparts, but also nourishes and sustains 
spiritual life. May the Holy Spirit, through the 
Word preached to us, apply these truths to our 
hearts, and may He cause us to rejoice: "Lord, 
I love the habitation of Thine house and the place 
where Thine honor dwelleth”! Amen. 
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Be Ye Built Up a Spiritual House. 

To whom coming, as unto a living Stone, disallowed indeed of 
men, but chosen of God and precious, ye also, as lively stones, are 
built up a spiritual house, an holy priesthood, to offer up spir¬ 
itual sacrifices, acceptable to God by Jesus Christ. Wherefore also 
it is contained in the Scripture, Behold, I lay in Sion a chief Corner¬ 
stone, elect, precious; and he that believeth on Him shall not be 
confounded. Unto you therefore which believe He is precious; but 
unto them which be disobedient the Stone which the builders dis¬ 
allowed, the same is made the Head of the corner and a stone of 
stumbling and a rock of offense, even to them which stumble at 
the Word, being disobedient, whereunto also they were appointed. 
But ye are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, an holy nation, 
a peculiar people, that ye should show forth the praises of Him 
who hath called you out of darkness into His marvelous light; 
which in time past were not a people, but are now the people of 
God; which had not obtained mercy, but now have obtained 
mercy. — 1 Pet. 2, 4 — 10. 

"Behold,” says the Lord, "I lay in Sion a chief 
Corner-stone, elect, precious; and he that believeth 
on Him shall not be confounded.” Now, when God 
lays a corner-stone for His Temple, all the world 
should know that this stone and the building erected 
thereon are indestructible. 

But behold the sorry spectacle! The stone which 
God placed at the head of the corner was, as the 
text says, disallowed, rejected, by the builders, the 
scribes and the Pharisees; and, following their leader¬ 
ship, it was disallowed, rejected, of men in general. 
The scribes and the Pharisees were dissatisfied with 
Christ’s person and with His doctrine. Neither His 
person nor His doctrine tallied with the preconceived 
opinions of the Messiah whom they expected. They 
were "disobedient to the Word” The Word, the 
Word of Christ, the Gospel, was preached unto 
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them; through this Gospel, God offered them abun¬ 
dant grace. To this Word they were disobedient; 
they would not believe it, they rejected it, took offense 
at it, and thus stumbled and were lost. 

And to-day we observe the same sad spectacle. 
Seemingly formidable attacks are made upon the 
Church by the builders, by such as pose to be pillars 
of the Church. The divine inspiration of the Bible 
is denied; the deity of Christ is ridiculed; His atone¬ 
ment is rejected. In short, like the scribes and 
Pharisees of old, they disallow the Stone that has 
been made the Head of the corner, that Stone which 
has been chosen of God! 

Viewing these futile attempts, we wonderingly 
exclaim with the psalmist: "Why do the heathen 
rage and the people imagine a vain thing? The 
kings of the earth set themselves, and the rulers take 
counsel together, against the Lord and against His 
Anointed, saying, Let us break their bands asunder 
and cast away their cords from us. He that sitteth 
in the heavens shall laugh; the Lord shall have them 
in derision.” 

The thought running through our entire text is 
this: Build yourselves up a spiritual house. Inter¬ 
woven with this admonition we find depicted this 
hostile attitude of the unbelievers to Christ and His 
Church. Why? Peter would warn us not to be 
misled by the conduct of mankind in general toward 
Christ and His kingdom, but rather to consider the 
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blessed lot of the believers who daily consecrate 
themselves to their Savior. When the Lord says, 
"Behold, I lay in Sion a chief Corner-stone, elect, 
precious,” no power on earth can overthrow that 
Stone. And when He furthermore declares, "He 
that believeth on Him shall not be confounded ” 
we know that His promise stands sure. Let us heed 
the admonition: — 

Be Ye Built Up a Spiritual House. 

We shall consider: — 

1. The manner in which we are built up a spir¬ 
itual house; 

2. The high honor accorded us that are built up 
a spiritual house; 

3. The purpose for which we are built up a spir¬ 
itual house. 

1 . 

"To whom [to Christ] coming, as unto a living 
Stone, . . . ye also, as lively [living] stones are built 
up a spiritual house.” 

The apostle addresses people who have been 
"begotten again unto a living hope by the resurrec¬ 
tion of Jesus Christ”; people who have been "born 
again by the Word of God, which liveth and abideth 
forever”; people that have "tasted that the Lord is 
gracious”; people that are "living stones.” So he 
speaks to Christians who possess spiritual life. Since 
he addresses Christians under the imagery of a house, 
he says of them that they are "built up a spiritual 
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house ” i. e., a house, a temple, reared by the Holy 
Spirit through the Word. 

These Christians are, as the text says, living 
stones, who through faith in Christ have received 
life. But this spiritual life, received at their first con¬ 
version, must not be allowed to perish. If natural 
life is not nourished by proper food, the person will 
die; if spiritual life is not nourished, it will soon 
become extinct. This spiritual life must increase; 
faith must become stronger, love for Christ and His 
kingdom should become more ardent. As spiritual 
stones we should become more firmly cemented to 
Christ, the Corner-stone. There is but one way of 
doing this: "To Christ coming, ye are built up a 
spiritual house.” 

"Will ye also go away?” Christ asked His dis¬ 
ciples one day when many who until then had fol¬ 
lowed Him turned their backs on Him. It was 
Peter who immediately made answer: "Lord, to 
whom shall we go? Thou hast words of eternal 
life.” Christ’s words are words of eternal life. 
Abiding by Christ’s Word, we abide with Him; 
coming into contact with this Word, we come into 
contact with life. And the Holy Spirit through the 
Word maintains spiritual life in us, assures us again 
and again that Jesus is the Christ, the Savior. "No 
man can say that Jesus is the Christ but by the Holy 
Ghost.” 

Observe the imagery in the text: "To whom 
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coming, as unto a living Stone, . . . ye also, as lively 
[living] stones, are built up a spiritual house.” The 
image is this: Christ is the Corner-stone of this spir¬ 
itual house, the Church. With emphasis it is said 
that He is rr a living Stone ” Christians coming to 
Him, placed upon Him, come in contact with life. 
An impulse goes out from this living Corner-stone to 
the stones placed upon it. Life is imparted by Christ 
to the Christians who come to Him, who are being 
built upon Him. Take for an illustration the 
magnet. Steel brought into contact with the magnet 
becomes magnetic; separate the steel from the 
magnet, and the steel loses its magnetic power. To 
maintain spiritual life, it is necessary to come to 
Christ frequently, yes, daily. Thus only can we be 
and remain built up a spiritual house. That is 
what we are doing to-day in our house of worship — 
through the Word we are being built up. That is 
what is done as often as you read the Scriptures 
prayerfully — you are built up spiritually. Our 
children attending the parochial school and the 
Sunday-school, through the study of the Catechism 
and the Bible are being built up on Christ, the 
Corner-stone. Every time you are consoled by the 
Word, every time a truth of Scripture becomes clearer 
to you — that is the work of the Holy Spirit, who 
through the Word is building you more firmly as 
a living stone into the spiritual house. Thus through 
the Word by the Holy Spirit’s power your faith in 
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Christ becomes stronger, your love to Him more 
fervent. By thus coming to Him daily as poor 
sinners, you are built up a spiritual house. As living 
stones you become all the more set on Christ, the 
living Corner-stone laid in Zion by God Himself. 
And this Corner-stone is precious; in the sight of 
God it is held in high honor. How great the honor 
therefore to be built on Him! This we shall consider 
secondly. 

A* 

"To whom coming, as unto a living Stone, dis¬ 
allowed indeed of men, but chosen of God and 
precious, ye also, as lively stones, are built up a spir¬ 
itual house, an holy priesthood. ... Ye are a chosen 
generation, a royal priesthood, an holy nation, a pecu¬ 
liar people, that ye should show forth the praises of 
Him who hath called you out of darkness into His 
marvelous light; which in time past were not a 
people, but are now the people of God; which had 
not obtained mercy, but now have obtained mercy.” 
The Corner-stone Christ is indeed "disallowed,” re¬ 
jected, of men, of humanity in general, and so they 
that are placed on this Corner-stone are likewise 
rejected of men. But what of it? That Corner¬ 
stone is in high honor with God; He is "chosen of 
God and precious,” and all that are built upon Him 
partake of this honor. Dishonored by men, but 
honored by God, consider that well, my Christian 
friend. You are assured, "He that believeth on 
Him,” which is only another way of saying, "He that 
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is built on Him,” "will not be confounded,” will not 
be put to shame. Says the psalmist: "Blessed are 
they that put their trust in Him.” And our text 
says: "Unto you therefore who believe He is 
precious.” 

And what is this preciousness, this high honor? 
"Ye are a chosen generation” chosen out of the 
world, God’s children. "Ye are a royal priesthood.” 
Priests you are, every one of you, priests that have 
direct access to God. And you are royal, kingly, 
priests; you are kings that rule over all spiritual 
enemies, the devil, the world, and your own flesh. 
You are "an holy nation”; you belong to a nation 
whose King is Christ; and this nation is holy because 
all its members, believing in Jesus Christ, are garbed 
in Christ’s robe of righteousness and lead a holy, 
Christian life. You are "a peculiar people” that is 
to say, "a people for a possession,” for God’s posses¬ 
sion, who will not allow you to be plucked out of His 
hand. Aye, indeed, "he that believeth on Him shall 
not be confounded.” 

Such is the honor of the people that are "built 
up a spiritual house.” Let us try to visualize the 
image. On Christ, the Corner-stone, stone is placed 
upon stone; the temple grows and grows unto the 
present day. Suppose we could see the millions of 
Christians, as living stones, composing this spiritual 
building, what a vast edifice that would be! But 
what we can only faintly apprehend is a reality, an 
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actuality, in the sight of God. Before Him all 
Christians, wherever they may live, of whatever 
nationality they may be, whatever tongue they may 
speak, compose one race, one priesthood, one nation, 
one people, one temple. But what is hidden to our 
eyes shall one day become visible. When the last 
stone is placed in this temple, the scaffold, this world, 
will be torn down, and the magnificent spiritual 
house, the temple of God, will appear in all its 
transcendent beauty. Then, truly, we shall realize 
the high honor conferred upon us while we were still 
in this earthly tabernacle. 

But why are we admonished to be built up a spir¬ 
itual house? Why does the apostle enumerate our 
high prerogatives as Christians? He does it for 
a definite purpose. 

-J * 

"To whom coming, ... ye also, as lively stones, 
are built up a spiritual house, a holy priesthood, to 
offer up spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God by Jesus 
Christ.” 

Christians are living stones in this temple, but the 
apostle now changes the figure — they are at the 
same time priests in this temple, offering up spiritual 
sacrifices. Priests in the Old Testament had access 
to God; they offered sacrifices to God for themselves 
and for the people. In the New Testament all Chris¬ 
tians are priests. They are to be true to their priestly 
character. Priests and sacrifices go together. As in 
the Old Testament, so in the New. But in the New 
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Testament the sacrifices are not to consist of offerings 
of animals, etc., as in the Old, but they are to be of 
a spiritual nature. Christians are a spiritual house, 
hence their offerings, too, are spiritual, i. e., such as 
are wrought in them by the Spirit, who dwells in this 
sanctuary. In short, the spiritual sacrifices are the 
good works of the Christians. 

Such sacrifices are acceptable to God; they are 
performed by people built on the Corner-stone Christ, 
by people who through Christ have become living 
stones composing the spiritual house, by priests who 
out of gratitude to God cheerfully manifest their 
priestly character and the imperfections of whose 
offerings are covered up by Christ’s robe of righteous¬ 
ness. The spiritual sacrifices the Christians are to 
offer up, expressed in other words by Peter, are this, 
that they are "to show forth the praises of Him who 
hath called them out of darkness into His marvelous 
light ” They are to proclaim: "We once were in 
darkness, and now we are in the light. God called us 
by the Gospel; thus we were transferred from spir¬ 
itual darkness to His marvelous light, in which we 
saw Christ as our Savior. Without this Gospel-call 
we still would be in darkness, we would not be a 
people of God, we would not have obtained mercy. 
But now we are a people of God, now we have 
obtained mercy.” They are to say: "Now, through 
the Gospel-call, we are priests in God’s temple, 
members of Christ’s kingdom, fellow-citizens with 
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the saints.” In short, the praises they are to show 
forth are God’s love, grace, and mercy in Christ Jesus 
towards sinful man. 

Visualizing the activities of the millions of priests, 
Christian men, women, and children busily engaged 
in offering up spiritual sacrifices in this spiritual 
house, God’s temple, — what a wonderful picture we 
behold! In our houses of worship we sing, praise, 
and render thanks to God for His marvelous grace 
and thus offer up spiritual sacrifices. In our homes, 
at the family altar, we offer up spiritual sacrifices. In 
our congregational meetings, when we are planning, 
discussing, pondering, the things for the furtherance 
of God’s kingdom, we are offering up spiritual sacri¬ 
fices. In our missionary endeavors, by means of 
which we seek to spread the Gospel in our own country 
and in foreign lands, we offer up spiritual sacrifices, 
we show forth the praises of Him who called us into 
His marvelous light. When we, men and women, 
cheerfully, out of gratitude to God, contribute to the 
maintenance of church and school and to the propa¬ 
gation of the Gospel, we offer up spiritual sacrifices, 
we show forth the praises of God. In our daily walk, 
when we perform our every-day duties in the fear of 
the Lord, in our business transactions, if we carry 
them on as children of light, we manifest our priestly 
character. Surely there are no happier, no more 
blessed men and women than Christian men and 
Christian women. 
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Let us never forget to thank God that by the 
riches of His grace we have become living stones in 
His spiritual house, holy priests in His sanctuary, 
members of that one holy nation of which Christ, 
our Redeemer, is Lord and Head. Amen. 
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Christians, Manifest Your Faith by Your 
Walk and Thus Win People for Christ. 

Dearly beloved, I beseech you as strangers and pilgrims, abstain 
from fleshly lusts, which war against the soul; having your con¬ 
versation honest among the Gentiles, that, whereas they speak 
against you as evil-doers, they may by your good works which 
they shall behold glorify God in the day of visitation. 

1 Pet. 2, 11—20. 

The Apostle Peter addresses his first epistle "to 
the strangers scattered throughout Pontus, Galatia, 
Cappadocia, Asia, and Bithynia, elect according to 
the foreknowledge of God,” to congregations com¬ 
posed of Jewish and Gentile Christians. He styles 
the Christians "strangers,” "elect” strangers. As for 
the Jewish constituents of these congregations, they 
were indeed far away from their native land, Pales¬ 
tine; they were strangers, scattered in a strange 
land. The principal reason, however, why the apostle 
applied the epithet strangers to the Jewish as well 
as to the Gentile Christians was because they still 
lived in the world. Christians, all true Christians, 
are strangers and pilgrims here, so Scripture de¬ 
scribes them. 

As strangers these Christians of Asia Minor were 
despised, hated, and oftentimes persecuted by the 
Gentiles. Theirs was not an enviable lot. But they 
were elect strangers, chosen out of the world to be 
the Lord’s own, God’s children, Christians. Though 
strangers and therefore hated by men, they were elect, 
highly honored by God. That was a strong consola¬ 
tion on their miserable pilgrimage. To lift their 
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hearts over and above the carking cares of this life, 
the apostle intones a wonderful hymn of thanks¬ 
giving, setting forth their blessed state: "Blessed be 
God and the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, which 
according to His abundant mercy hath begotten us 
again unto a living hope, by the resurrection of Jesus 
Christ from the dead, to an inheritance incorruptible 
and undefiled and that fadeth not away, reserved in 
heaven for you.” Among other things he describes 
their peculiarly lofty dignity, saying: "Ye are a 
chosen generation, a peculiar people, that ye should 
show forth the praises of Him who hath called you 
out of darkness into His marvelous light; which in 
time past were not a people, but are now the people 
of God; which had not obtained mercy, but now 
have obtained mercy,” chap. 2, 9. 10. 

Then follows our text, which begins with the 
earnest exhortation: "Dearly beloved, I beseech you 
as strangers and pilgrims, abstain from fleshly lusts, 
which war against the soul.” 

What is the connection of this admonition with 
the verses that have preceded it. This: You are 
Christians, you have been called from darkness to 
light; therefore walk as children of light. You are 
strangers and pilgrims in this world; now prove by 
your walk that you are wandering towards the Celes¬ 
tial City. Make it manifest by your conversation 
that this earth is indeed a strange land unto you. 
Have an honest conversation and thus win others for 
Christ. 
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This, then, is the truth we shall consider this 
evening: — 

Christians, Manifest Your Faith by Your Walk 
and Thus Win People for Christ. 

1. Abstain from fleshly lusts; 

2. Have your conversation honest among the 
Gentiles. 


Our text reads: "Dearly beloved, I beseech you 
as strangers and pilgrims, abstain from fleshly lusts, 
which war against the soul.” "Dearly beloved,” 
thus the apostle addresses the Christians. He would 
say: My exhortation may seem harsh, but remember 
it flows from a loving heart. Love to you prompts 
me to say what I shall say; I shall speak the truth 
in love. You are my beloved, my dearly beloved 
brethren and sisters in Christ. You are strangers 
here, hence you have nothing in common with the 
things of this world; you are pilgrims; you have no 
abiding city here, but seek the one to come. And 
you rejoice over the fact that you are strangers and 
pilgrims; you thank and praise God for having 
placed your feet on the path of righteousness. But 
you have not reached the goal as yet. The goal of 
your pilgrimage is that "inheritance incorruptible 
and undefiled and that fadeth not away.” But on 
the way leading thereto you will find many obstruc¬ 
tions. Be on your guard, dearly beloved. "Abstain 
from fleshly lusts.” Here is the source of danger — 
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fleshly lusts! These sinful desires, lusts, have their 
seat in the flesh, in the sinful, depraved nature of 
man. They comprise many sins which reason does 
not account sin, such as unbelief, distrust, despair, 
hatred and contempt of God, idolatry, and the like. 
Then there is that long list of gross transgressions 
against the Sixth Commandment. "Dearly beloved, 
abstain from fleshly lusts.” You, a handful of 
Christians, live among heathen idolaters, who know 
not God. In what sins and vices they revel you 
know; in what wild orgies they participate is evident. 
"The lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes, and the 
pride of life” are their daily pastime. Here great 
danger lurks for you. You are Christians, but you, 
too, have flesh; and this flesh of yours is not one 
whit better than that of the unbelievers. Fleshly, 
sinful desires arise in your hearts. "Abstain from 
fleshly lusts,” fight against them, suppress them by 
the power of God. Manifest the power of your 
faith; prove the fact that you are strangers and pil¬ 
grims, who by the grace of God no longer live after 
the flesh, but through the Spirit mortify the deeds 
of the body, Rom. 8, 12. 13. 

Oh, a necessary admonition, this: "Abstain from 
fleshly lusts”! Why? Peter adduces the reason: 
"They war against the soul.” War presupposes 
enemies. The enemies lined up in battle array are 
the fleshly lusts; and the soul, this priceless jewel, is 
the object for which they contend. If you do not 
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abstain from fleshly lusts, the battle is lost, your soul 
is lost. And great is the danger of losing the soul. 
Therefore I bessech you — "Abstain!” 

Beloved, is this lesson applicable to us? We, too, 
are "elect strangers,” "pilgrims,” Christians. We, 
too, are surrounded by Gentiles, unbelievers; we, 
too, are "scattered” here and there. You are a be¬ 
liever; your next-door neighbor may be an unbeliever, 
a scoffer. The ways of the world are known to us. 
"The lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes, and the 
pride of life” is the motto of this present time. "Let 
us eat, drink, and be merry,” is the slogan of the 
non-Christians. Our flesh is totally corrupt, prone 
to all evil. A Peter denied his Master, a Judas be¬ 
trayed Him, a David fell into the sin of adultery, 
a Demas returned to love this present world. Oh, a 
terrible thought, this, to lose the soul! 

My soul, be on thy guard; 

Ten thousand foes arise, 

And hosts of sin are pressing hard 
To draw thee from the skies. 

O watch and fight and pray, 

The battle ne’er give o’er; 

Renew it boldly every day 
And help divine implore. 

But still another thought needs to be empha¬ 
sized here, a thought which the apostle is looking 
forward to. You have a duty over against the unbe¬ 
lievers. The unbelievers know that we glory in being 
"strangers” and "pilgrims”; they know from hear¬ 
say of the great power we ascribe to the Word. They 
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do not read the Bible; they read you, your lives. 
If you think, speak, act, as do the children of the 
world; if you attend theaters, dances, and balls as 
they do; if they perceive no essential difference be¬ 
tween themselves and you, whose fault is it if they 
regard the Christians as hypocrites? Whose fault 
is it if they despise Christ’s religion, if they do not 
come to the knowledge of the truth to be saved? 
Yours, because you did not comport yourself as 
a stranger and pilgrim. Warningly the apostle 
Paul cries out to such Christians: "The name of 
God is blasphemed among the Gentiles through you,” 
Rom. 2, 24. 

Up, fellow-pilgrim, know your calling! Through 
the grace of God prove by your walk that your trea¬ 
sure is in heaven. 

But a still more urgent reason to manifest our 
faith by our walk we shall consider secondly: Have 
your conversation honest among the Gentiles! 

2 . 

Our text reads: "Having your conversation 
honest among the Gentiles that, whereas they speak 
against you as evil-doers, they may by your good 
works which they shall behold glorify God in the 
day of visitation. 

Now, just what does the apostle exhort to here? 
Is the meaning simply this, that the Christians should 
adorn their profession by a walk in sanctification? 
That is included, of course. But to a walk in the 
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newness of life the apostle had previously admon¬ 
ished them. He had exhorted them, e. g., "to show 
forth the praises of Him who hath called you out 
of darkness into His marvelous light.” Here an en¬ 
tirely new thought finds expression. Peter does not 
merely say: "Have your conversation honest,” but 
he adds the significant phrase: "among the Gen¬ 
tiles.” The Christians should pay particular atten¬ 
tion, says the apostle, to that phase of their mode of 
life which would appear "honest,” i. e., good, laud¬ 
able, in their eyes, of which the Gentiles could judge 
whether it be good or evil. In these matters they 
ought to be exceedingly careful, so as not to give 
offense. Thus they were to make Christianity accept¬ 
able to the Gentiles, and eventually they would win 
them for Christ. 

As our text indicates, the Christians were spoken 
of as evil-doers. How did that come about? The 
Christians spoke of Christ, their King. The heathen, 
ignorant of the Christian religion, reasoned: The 
Christians acknowledge Christ as their King, hence 
they deny obedience to our king, to our emperor — 
they are evil-doers. The Christians spoke of a king¬ 
dom to which they belonged, and so the heathen con¬ 
cluded: They are opposed to our government; they 
are evil-doers. Again, the Christians would not bow 
their knees to the idols of the heathen, nor would 
they worship the statues of the emperor. Again the 
heathen concluded: These Christians despise our 
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religion and our emperor; this whole Christian re¬ 
ligion is rebellion. 

How should the Christians conduct themselves 
over against such and similar calumnies? "Have 
your conversation,” your manner of life, "good 
among the Gentiles that in the matter in which they 
speak against you as evil-doers they may see your 
good works.” In those matters in which they revile 
you as evil-doers prove by your walk that they lie. 
Finally the truth will be victorious. They will see 
that it was owing simply to their ignorance that they 
jumped at conclusions and spread false reports con¬ 
cerning you. 

If, for example, they say, "The Christian religion 
is rebellion,” prove by your mode of life that you 
are law-abiding citizens, vv. 13—15. Constrain 
them to confess, if not publicly, yet tacitly: "It is 
true, these Christians speak of Christ as their King, 
but they are not opposed to our government. They 
do not bow to our idols, but nevertheless they are 
faithful subjects of the crown; they 'honor the 

kin g .’ ” 

The Christian servants (vv. 18 jff.) were to lead 
an honest conversation among the Gentiles by being 
obedient even to froward masters, so that the heathen 
would be compelled to say, "These Christians are not 
evil-doers, but the best of servants, faithful and true.” 

What purpose should they have in view? "That 
they,” the heathen, "seeing your good works, may 
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glorify God in the day of visitation.” Who was to 
glorify God? The heathen. How was this to be 
brought about? By their seeing the good works of 
the Christians. The ultimate object to be attained 
by the good works of the Christians was the conver¬ 
sion of the heathen. How is that possible? By 
seeing good works man cannot be converted. Con¬ 
version is God’s work only; it is wrought through 
the Word. True. But the good works of the 
Christians testify of the change of heart wrought by 
the Spirit through the Word. They are an object 
sermon; they testify of their faith in Christ. The 
Christians preach the Gospel and lead a holy life 
according to it. Perceiving the holy life of the 
Christians, the unbelievers are constrained to confess: 
"We cannot live as do the Christians. Whence have 
they the power?” "Through faith in Christ,” say 
the Christians. "This is the source, the power, of 
our good works. Whence does it come? Through 
the Gospel.” Such reflections may impel the unbe¬ 
lievers to hear the Word of God, and if they come 
under the all-powerful influence of the Word, God 
will generate faith in them where and when it pleaseth 
Him. This will be the day of their visitation. This 
Word is a power of God unto salvation. In this 
manner heathen, unbelievers, may be turned from 
idols to worship the living God, to glorify Jesus, who 
has bought them with a price, so that they will ex¬ 
claim with Thomas, "My Lord and my God!” 
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What, however, in the last analysis, was the cause 
of the heathens’ glorifying God? The good works 
of the Christians which they beheld. 

What the apostle writes to the Christians of Asia 
Minor is applicable to the Christians of to-day. 
True, we are not decried as evil-doers and rebels, but 
we belong to that "sect that is everywhere spoken 
against,” Acts 28, 22. "Sanctimonious people,” 
"hypocrites,” are epithets applied to the Christians 
by the unbelievers. In periodicals, in books, and 
from the rostrum the scoffers vent their venom upon 
Christ and Christianity. And if perchance they 
know of one black sheep in the fold, this is reason 
enough to condemn the whole flock. One Judas 
casts reproach upon all disciples of Christ. 

These vilifications will never entirely cease. Even 
He who boldly challenged His adversaries, "Which 
of you convinceth Me of sin?” was He not reviled 
as "a man gluttonous and a wine-bibber, a friend of 
publicans and sinners”? Small wonder if we suffer 
likewise. Nevertheless we should earnestly strive to 
have our "manner of life good among the Gentiles” 
and thus "put to silence the ignorance of foolish 
men.” 

Ours is a materialistic age. The idol before 
whose shrine everybody is supposed to worship is "the 
almighty dollar.” "Make money,” is the motto of 
non-Christians. "Make money,” by hook or crook, 
by means fair or foul, just so you escape the clutches 
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of the law. Christian pilgrim, know your calling! 
On the way to the heavenly Canaan do not be misled 
to bow to this golden calf. 

Again, our age is an age of revelry, debauch¬ 
ery, and uncleanness. Know your calling, Christian 
pilgrim. "Have no fellowship with the unfruitful 
works of darkness, but rather reprove them,” Eph. 
5, 11. In short, we are to conduct ourselves so that 
the words of the apostle may be applied to us: "They 
think it strange that ye run not with them to the 
same excess of riot,” 1 Pet. 4, 4. 

The godly life of the followers of Christ is a 
powerful object sermon for those without, which may 
bear wonderful results by making Christianity ac¬ 
ceptable to them, leading them to see the error of 
their way and finding salvation in our Savior. For 
rest assured; these words of our text are as true 
to-day as of yore: "Have your conversation honest 
[laudable] among the Gentiles . . . that they may 
by your good works which they shall behold glo¬ 
rify God.” 

May the Lord in His mercy grant that we at all 
times manifest our faith by a Christian walk. Amen. 
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Christ the Shepherd of Our Souls. 

For even hereunto were ye called, because Christ also suffered 
for us, leaving us an example that ye should follow His steps; who 
did no sin, neither was guile found in His mouth; who, when 
He was reviled, reviled not again; when He suffered. He threatened 
not, but committed Himself to Him that judgeth righteously; who 
His own self bare our sins in His own body on the tree that we, 
being dead to sins, should live unto righteousness; by whose 
stripes ye were healed. For ye were as sheep going astray, but are 
now returned unto the Shepherd and Bishop of your souls. 

1 Pet. 2, 21—25. 

Says Paul: "I determined not to know any¬ 
thing among you save Jesus Christ and Him cruci¬ 
fied,” 1 Cor. 2, 2. Christ is the very center of the 
Christian religion. The crucified Lord is to be the 
Alpha and the Omega of all Christian teaching. 
Again, the same Paul says: "For I delivered unto you 
first of all that Christ died for our sins,” 1 Cor. 15, 3. 
"First of all,” that is, the chief doctrine that is to 
be preached is: "Christ died for our sins.” And our 
text says: "Christ suffered for us,” in our stead. 
This doctrine is the only one that can afford enduring 
comfort to alarmed consciences. 

But, fellow-Christians, where to-day do you find 
this precious doctrine preached in all its fulness and 
sweetness outside the Lutheran Church? Is it not 
true that this so-called "blood theology” is hushed 
up more and more and that in its stead a shallow 
morality is taught as the way to heaven? Jesus 
Christ is brought down to the level of a "great 
Teacher.” He is lauded as one who adorned His 
teachings with a beautiful life. We are told He 
believed what He taught and had the courage of His 
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convictions to die for His doctrine. His Sermon on 
the Mount, it is said, is the most exalted sermon ever 
preached, and if mankind would but live up to its 
precepts, this world would be a veritable paradise. 

But, we ask, is Jesus Christ not the Savior? 
Why, yes, say they, insomuch as He taught us how 
to live a righteous life and as we, by following His 
example, become more like Him. Who is the Savior 
of such people? They themselves. They have not 
come to the realization of what it means to be a sinner 
in the eyes of God; they do not know that to be 
a sinner means to be a damned person. 

Small wonder, my friends, that the pews of such 
churches are empty; for the Savior as He is there 
depicted cannot satisfy a conscience that has come 
to a knowledge of what sin really is. 

But are we Lutherans truly thankful to God for 
having maintained this saving doctrine among us 
pure and unalloyed? Do we appreciate what we 
possess? Let us beware lest we become like the 
children of Israel in the wilderness, who, getting dis¬ 
gusted with the heavenly manna with which God fed 
them, were punished therefor. 

The question arises, What is Christ to us? Is He 
the Shepherd who laid down His life for us and 
called us into the fold, and do we follow in His steps? 
Blessed indeed are we if we can truthfully say: "We 
are returned unto the Shepherd and Bishop of our 
souls.” 



78 


Christ the Shepherd of Oar Souls. 


Christ the Shepherd of Our Souls. 

1. He gave His life for us; 

2. He called us into His fold; 

3. He left us an example to follow His steps. 

1 . 

In the Gospel-lesson for to-day Christ says: 
"I am the Good Shepherd. ... I lay down My 
life for My sheep.” The epistle corroborates this 
truth. We read: "Christ His own self bare our sins 
in His own body on the tree.” What does this 
mean? The apostle recalls to our minds the scene 
at Calvary. There Christ hung on the cross. Why 
was He crucified? "He bare our sins.” Voluntarily 
He took upon Himself our sins, yours and mine, the 
sins of the whole world, of all men from Adam to 
the last sinner that shall live. He is "the Lamb of 
God, which taketh away the sin of the world.” 
What a vast burden He bore! Where are our sins? 
"In Christ’s body on the tree”; they were taken from 
us and imputed to Him, so that in God’s sight, Christ 
is the sinner, as Isaiah says: "The Lord hath laid 
on Him the iniquity of us all.” 

God, in the beginning, created man righteous, 
holy; this righteousness we have lost through sin. 
"We were by nature the children of wrath.” This 
lost righteousness we could not regain through our 
own power. Left to ourselves, we should have been 
lost forever. Man had transgressed the Law; by man 
it must be fulfilled, but man could not fulfil it. 
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Christ became man. The only way to regain this 
lost righteousness for us and for all men was for 
Christ, "who knew no sin,” the Holy One, to take 
our place, the place of the unholy, to "be made sin 
for us,” in our stead, so that we could be acquitted. 
He "bare our sins in His body on the tree” to atone 
for them. On the tree of the cross the vials of God’s 
wrath were poured out upon Him that should have 
been emptied over our heads. Thus redemption was 
effected. "By whose stripes ye were healed.” Sin 
is a soul-sickness for which there was no cure but in 
His stripes. These stripes Christ suffered for us, 
for you and for me. Let us by God’s grace believe 
this precious truth and cling to it; thus alone can we 
be saved. 

Oh, what a terrible thing wilfully to reject the 
sufferings of Christ, wilfully to remain astray from 
the fold! From this preserve us, dear heavenly 
Father! The Shepherd has laid down His life that 
we might live. He seeks the sheep going astray and 
calls them into His fold. 

2 . 

"Ye were as sheep going astray, but are now 
returned unto the Shepherd and Bishop of your 
souls.” 

St. Peter speaks to Christians, to such as are "now 
returned” unto the Shepherd, Christ. He depicts 
their former condition: "Ye were as sheep going 
astray.” A stray sheep is a most helpless animal. 
Hither and thither it runs in the most contrary, sense- 
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less way imaginable; but its way back to the fold 
it cannot find. So helpless all men are by nature, 
before their conversion. They have no shepherd of 
souls; they do not belong to Christ’s fold. The 
devil is their master. They are without God, with¬ 
out Christ, without hope in this world. If they 
remain in this deplorable condition, they will be lost. 
So it was with the people to whom Peter writes before 
their conversion; so it was with us. But, thanks to 
God, we can say: It is a thing of the past; we were 
such, it is true, but "now we are returned unto the 
Shepherd and Bishop of our souls.” 

How did this come about? The Shepherd called 
us and by the grace of God we heard His voice. His 
voice, the Gospel, was preached to us. Through the 
Law we came to a knowledge of our sins. Death 
and damnation stared us in the face. The jailer’s 
question came to our lips: "What must I do to be 
saved?” The answer was: There is nothing that 
you could do to obtain salvation. "Believe on the 
Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be saved.” The 
Gospel of Christ Crucified, the living Word of God, 
imparted life to us, kindled faith in our hearts. Thus 
the Shepherd’s voice called us, and brought us, into 
the fold. We saw Christ as our Savior, as the Lamb 
that taketh away the sin of the world, also our sins, 
we saw Him bearing our sins in His body on the tree. 
Thus peace with God came into our hearts. Now we 
understand Paul: "Who is he that condemneth? It 
is Christ that died for us.” Thus sheep and Shep- 
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herd were brought together. And well for us that 
it is so. And now, being with Christ, also these words 
of His apply to us: "My sheep hear My voice, and 
I know them, and they follow Me” 

3 . 

Christ has left us an example to follow His steps. 

The primary purpose of Christ’s death is, as we 
have seen, our salvation. Another, however, as ex¬ 
pressed in our text, is "that we should follow His 
steps,” "that we should live unto righteousness,” 
i. e., live a righteous life in the sight of God. What 
does this mean? We are "dead to sin.” Christ bore 
our sins; they are abolished; done away with. They 
were our sins, hence we are dead to them; we no 
longer have anything to do with them; we shun sin, 
we hate it. Or could you have anything to do with 
sin, which brought damnation upon you and from 
which to redeem you your Savior died? Why, the 
Son of God was made manifest to destroy the works 
of the devil, i. e., sin; now, if you would sin, sin 
willingly, you would build up those works which 
Christ destroyed, and by sinning, by again building 
up those works, you would manifest that you are the 
servant of sin, that you are in the employ of Satan, 
that your Christian profession is a lie. It is a contra¬ 
diction in itself to say, "I am a Christian,” and still 
to commit sin willingly. He who sins intentionally 
is not of Christ, but of the devil. No, Christians, 
by God’s grace, are "dead to sin” and have the power 
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to resist Satan’s temptations. Satan has lost his 
dominion over them; they follow Christ. 

Christ has left us an example that we should 
follow His steps. Of Him our text says: "who, 
when He was reviled, reviled not again; when He 
suffered. He threatened not, but committed Himself 
to Him that judgeth righteously .” How these brief 
words sum up and recall the dark history of Christ’s 
Passion: Caiaphas, Pilate, Herod, the mockery, the 
scourging, the railing crowd, the dying Jesus, and His 
last prayer: "Father, into Thy hands I commend My 
spirit”! Such is the mind of Christ; let this mind be 
also in you. Why, the very context says: "For even 
hereunto were ye called, i. e., to suffer unjust wrongs 
patiently. The call to become a Christian is a call 
to the cross; as Christ suffered unjust wrongs pa¬ 
tiently, so we, too, are oftentimes called upon to do 
likewise. Let us follow His steps. "When He was 
reviled, He reviled not again; when He suffered. He 
threatened not.” Has some one wronged you? Do 
you brood revenge? Not so, my Christian friend! 
It is a heathen sentiment to say, "I’ll get even with 
him; I cannot forgive him.” Did Christ not forgive 
you? Do you not pray, "Forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us”? The 
Christian sentiment is this: What would my Savior 
have me do? His footsteps I will follow; I will 
live unto righteousness; by God’s grace I will run 
the way of His commandments. 

Brethren, what think ye, is this living unto right- 
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eousness, to go to church on Sunday and to live in 
drunkenness and revelry during the week? Is this 
living unto righteousness, to profess the name of 
Christ and, for example, to live in sins against the 
Sixth and Seventh commandments? Is this living 
unto righteousness, to say, "The Lord is my Shep¬ 
herd, He will provide,” and then to join worldly 
societies in which Christians, Jews, and Hottentots, 
enemies of Christ, call you brethren? Is not the 
name of God blasphemed among the children of 
the world because of such professing Christians? 
Brethren, these things ought not so to be. We are 
redeemed and have been called into Christ’s kingdom 
that we should live unto righteousness. 

But is the Christian without sin? No. "If we 
say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the 
truth is not in us.” "Out of the heart proceed evil 
thoughts, fornication, adultery,” and the like. But 
the Christian, by the grace of Christ, has the power 
to withstand these temptations. And this power he 
asks God daily to increase. And since he finds that 
his Old Adam still incites him to sin, he humbly asks 
God, his heavenly Father, to keep him in His grace 
for Christ Jesus’ sake. And this God will do; for 
Jesus is not only the Shepherd, who calls the sheep 
into the fold, but He is at the same time the Bishop, 
the Overseer, the Watchman, who cares for their 
souls and keeps them in the fold, in faith, unto 
their end. This, heavenly Father, grant unto us all 
for Christ’s sake. Amen, 
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St. Peter's Exhortation to Christian 
Wives and Husbands. 

Likewise, ye wives, be in subjection to your own husbands, 
that, if any obey not the Word, they also may without the word 
be won, by the conversation of the wives, while they behold your 
chaste conversation, coupled with fear; whose adorning let it not 
be that outward adorning of plaiting the hair and of wearing of 
gold or of putting on of apparel, but let it be the hidden man 
of the heart, in that which is not corruptible, even the ornament 
of a meek and quiet spirit, which is in the sight of God of great 
price. For after this manner in the old time the holy women also, 
who trusted in God, adorned themselves, being in subjection unto 
their own husbands, even as Sarah obeyed Abraham, calling him 
lord, whose daughters ye are, as long as ye do well and are not 
afraid with any amazement. Likewise, ye husbands, dwell with 
them according to knowledge, giving honor unto the wife as unto 
the weaker vessel and as being heirs together of the grace of life, 
that your prayers be not hindered. — 1 Pet. 3, 1 —7. 

Having listened attentively to the reading of the 
text, you know the subject-matter to be treated of: 
the Christian life of husband and wife. You may 
have marveled at the length of the exhortation ad¬ 
dressed to the wives in comparison with that given 
to the husbands. That fact finds its explanation in 
the make-up of the Christian congregations of that 
time. Briefly it was this. When St. Paul and his 
associates preached the Gospel in the heathen lands 
of Asia Minor during his missionary travels, it hap¬ 
pened that more women, married women, embraced 
Christianity than did men. Of course, it would be 
the hearts’ desire of the Christian wives, having been 
called from darkness to God’s marvelous light, to 
have also their husbands enjoy the blessings of Chris¬ 
tianity, to be saved. Hence the question was, "What 
are we to do to bring about this happy event?” 
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To this end the Apostle Peter instructs them. 
Now, this condition obtains in some families even to 
this day. So the lesson is practical from this point 
of view even to-day. Aye, more, what the apostle 
says as to the manner of life these Christian women 
are to lead is true of all Christian women at all times. 
The Christian husbands, too, were in need of learn¬ 
ing how they should comport themselves over against 
their Christian wives. Our topic therefore shall be: 

St. Peter's Exhortation to Christian Wives 
and Husbands. 

1. His exhortation to the wives; 

2. His exhortation to the husbands. 

L 

fr Likewise, ye wives, be in subjection to your own 
husbands, that, if any obey not the Word, they also 
may without the word be won, by the conversation of 
the wives.” How were the unbelieving husbands to 
be won? Does the apostle demand any extraordinary 
measures to be resorted to by the wives? Should 
perhaps some subtle tricks be applied? No. He 
tells them: Lead the lives of Christian women; live 
your Christian faith. "Be in subjection to your hus¬ 
band,” be obedient to your husband. "The husband 
is the head of the wife,” says St. Paul, Eph. 5, 28. 
This is God’s ordinance, and all Christian women 
must remember this. By their being good, faithful 
Christian wives their unbelieving husbands might be 
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won "without the word.” It is as though the apostle 
would say: Do not "preach” Christianity to them; 
"they do not obey the Word”; i. e., they do not 
believe the Word of God; so preaching to them will 
not do any good. You may ask them to come to 
hear the Word; you will speak occasionally — in 
good season — about the Word and about the Savior 
and how happy your faith makes you; but preaching, 
dinning the Word into their ears continually, will do 
no good. They do not believe the Word, so they 
must be won "without the word.” 

If you are a Christian woman, St. Peter wishes 
to say, one that fears God, your faith will manifest 
itself in ”a chaste conversation The heathen hus¬ 
bands have eyes; they will "behold your chaste be¬ 
havior”; they will be struck by the fact that Chris¬ 
tian wives lead a life altogether different from that 
of unbelieving women. "Whence,” they are likely 
to ask themselves, "has my wife the power to lead 
such a chaste, clean, pure life while round about me 
I see women, married women, leading a shameless, 
licentious life? She is an adherent of Christ. The 
Word of Christ, she says, is the power of her life. 
So this Word must have a mysterious power.” 
Through such reflections the unbelieving husbands 
might be led to hear the Word and, coming under 
the powerful influence of the Word, might be con¬ 
verted, be won for Christ. The Christian behavior 
of the wife is a fruit of the Word, a fruit of faith, 
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an object sermon, which may bring the unbelieving 
husband under the converting influence of the Word. 

This chaste manner of life, says the apostle, will 
manifest itself in the adornment of the Christian 
woman. V. 3 we read: "Whose adorning let it not 
be that outward adorning of plaiting the hair and of 
wearing of gold or of putting on of apparel.” Gold 
and apparel are not sinful in themselves. The abuse 
of them is. The apostle brings out his thought in 
a very striking way. He lays all stress, not on the 
things: hair, gold, apparel, but vividly portrays the 
heathen women of that time and that of our own, 
who then devoted, and who now devote, hours and 
hours to their outward adornment; we see them 
consuming hours and hours in their wearisome ac¬ 
tivity of plaiting the hair, of decking themselves with 
gold, of putting on apparel. What is the sentiment 
back of it? Vanity of the heart. In their outward 
adornment we see as in a mirror their inner selves. 
Does faith reside in women that are but the fashion 
plates of the time? Is that "a chaste adornment, 
coupled with fear”? 

While you, Christian women, dress in a chaste 
and decent way, —gold and fine apparel are not for¬ 
bidden, according to each one’s station in life, — 
know that you possess a better adornment than that 
outward one. It is the hidden adornment, "the hid¬ 
den man of the heart,” the new Christian life, en¬ 
gendered by faith (Rom. 7, 22: "the inward man”), 
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"which is in the sight of God of great price.” This 
new life manifests itself in "a meek, spirit.” Chris¬ 
tian women are meek, humble, not haughty, not 
proud, not arrogant; theirs is a quiet spirit; quietly 
they go about their household duties; they walk in 
the fear of the Lord, hence they are content with 
their lot and their sphere of activity, that of Chris¬ 
tian housewives. This spirit, being an outflow of 
faith, "is in the sight of God of great price.” And 
the highest concern of Christian women is to please 
their God and Savior. And by and by — this is the 
thought of the apostle — this "meek and quiet spirit” 
cannot but make a deep impression upon the unbe¬ 
lieving husbands, especially if they compare it with 
the haughty, proud, arrogant, self-asserting spirit of 
heathen women. Thus they may finally be won for 
Christianity through this object sermon of their wives. 

To induce the Christian women to follow his ex¬ 
hortation cheerfully, the apostle speaks of the Chris¬ 
tian women of the Old Testament in general and 
then adduces from their number one illustrious ex¬ 
ample, Sarah. "For after this manner,” as described 
above, "in the old time the holy women also adorned 
themselves.” What was their adornment? "Being 
in subjection unto their own husbands.” They ac¬ 
knowledged the God-given relation between man and 
wife. What kind of women were they? "Holy 
women.” Why are they so called? Because they 
"trusted in God.” Their hope was in God through 
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the Messiah. Through faith in the Messiah, the 
Coming One, they were holy, i. e., washed of their 
sins, separated from the world, and dedicated to God. 
They were heavenly minded. Their chief concern 
was the hope of Israel, the Messiah. Being believing, 
holy women, they knew their station in matrimony 
to be the one established by God in His Word. Such 
examples of holy women of old they should ponder 
and emulate. 

And to be concrete, the apostle mentions Sarah. 
Sarah, all knew, was a holy woman. Sarah hoped, 
trusted, in God. She manifested a meek and quiet 
spirit, which was an outflow of her faith. She obeyed 
her husband, Abraham. In Gen. 18, 12 she expressly 
called him "lord,” and her life in general proved that 
she acknowledged his lordship. She acted according 
to the New Testament dictum of St. Paul, Eph. 5, 3: 
"The husband is the head of the wife.” "Whose 
daughters ye are,” the apostle says, addressing him¬ 
self to the Christian women of his time. You are 
"holy women,” "ye trust in God”; you have the 
same faith as Sarah of old. Hence you may justly 
be called her daughters, her "children.” As Sarah 
did well, so you should do well. This "doing well” 
is intimately connected with hope, trust, faith, in 
God. As Sarah obeyed Abraham, so you must obey 
your husbands; as Sarah proved her faith, so you 
must prove your faith by doing well and by not 
fearing any consternation, "not afraid with any 
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amazement .” What is the meaning of these words? 
Christian women live in two spheres, as it were, that 
of wives and that of Christian women. As far as 
matrimonial life is concerned, they are to obey, to 
call their husbands "lords.” But faith is another 
sphere. As far as this sphere is concerned, there is 
neither man nor wife. If the unbelieving husbands 
of Christian women should tempt them to fall away 
from faith, through threats or otherwise, they should 
bear in mind: "do not fear with any consternation”; 
do not be afraid, do not allow yourselves to be intimi¬ 
dated; steadfastly confess your faith. "Obey God 
rather than men.” 

"The story of Abraham illustrates the apostle’s 
meaning. When Abraham preferred the son of 
Hagar, Ishmael, to Isaac, the son of Sarah, and thus 
set himself at variance with the word and promise of 
God, Sarah, his wife, demanded of him, Gen. 21, 10: 
'Cast out this bondwoman and her son; for the son 
of this bondwoman shall not be heir with my son, 
even with Isaac,’ or as St. Paul puts it, Gal. 4, 30: 
'shall not be heir with the son of the free woman.’ 
'And the thing was very grievous in Abraham’s sight 
because of his son,’ Gen. 21, 11. But Sarah main¬ 
tained her ground because of the promise of God, 
which she prized above all else.” (Stoeckhardt, First 
Peter, p. 129.) 

In this, too, Sarah is an example for all Chris¬ 
tian women. In matters of the Word of God, in 
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things pertaining to the soul’s salvation, Christian 
women should fearlessly oppose their husbands and 
not be intimidated by threats. "We ought to obey 
God rather than men.” 

By thus living the life of an upright Christian 
wife, says the apostle, many a husband who "obeyed 
not the Word” — an unbelieving husband — might 
be won for Christ. We need not search the pages of 
ancient church history for corroboration of these 
words. Many a godly woman of to-day has won 
her erstwhile unbelieving husband for Christ in just 
this way, and both are happy in their faith. 

But, on the other hand, it is also true that many 
Christian women had Christian husbands. And to 
make matrimonial life a happy, God-pleasing life, 
the Christian husband, too, must learn his lesson. 
Let us hear what the apostle has to say to the 
husbands. 

2 . 

"Likewise, ye husbands, dwell with them accord¬ 
ing to knowledge, giving honor unto the wife as unto 
the weaker vessel and as being heirs together of the 
grace of life, that your prayers be not hindered 
The apostle does not mean to say: Ye husbands, 
be in subjection to your wives as they are in subjec¬ 
tion to you. That is contrary to Scripture. The 
husbands, too, should "do good” (v. 6) in their 
sphere as husbands. How? By being good, exem¬ 
plary, Christian husbands, manifesting their faith in 
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their relation to their wives. How was this to be 
shown? "Dwell with them according to knowledge.” 
To "do good” as Christian husbands, they must pos¬ 
sess a certain knowledge and be regulated by this 
knowledge. They must know that the wife is "the 
weaker vessel.” Luther says: "Woman is weaker 
in body, more timid, and more easily discouraged 
than man; hence your treatment of her should be 
such that she may be able to bear it.” Do not be 
rough and gruff with her; she is not your stable- 
maid; she is your wife, your helpmate! She may 
have weaknesses that are hard to bear; but remember 
that you, too, have weaknesses hard for her to bear. 
The apostle says she is the weaker vessel; so you, 
husband, are the wedk vessel. 

Furthermore, the knowledge the Christian hus¬ 
bands should possess is this: Christian wives are 
"heirs together of the grace of life.” Christian wives 
are "holy women” and trust in God; God is their 
Father through Christ. Christ has paid the same 
price for their souls as for those of the men. They 
are children of God, hence heirs of God and joint 
heirs with Christ. God has thus honored them just 
as highly as the men. Since God honored them so 
highly, the husbands should give honor to their wives. 
They who are once to wear a crown of glory as the 
brides of Christ, a crown of glory far surpassing that 
of any earthly queen, are to be honored according to 
the dignity God bestowed upon them. 
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"Husbands, love your wives and be not bitter 
against them,” says Paul, Col. 3, 19. If that be 
done, the wife will not tremble before the husband 
as before a tyrant and obey tremblingly, but out of 
love acknowledge his lordship cheerfully. Eph. 5, 
25—32 St. Paul speaks at length of the relation 
between man and wife as one in which both should 
be bound together by cordial love. "Husbands,” he 
says, "love your wives, even as Christ also loved the 
Church and gave Himself for it that He might 
sanctify and cleanse it with the washing of water by 
the word, that He might present it to Himself a glo¬ 
rious Church, not having spot or wrinkle or any such 
thing, but that it should be holy and without blemish. 
So ought men to love their wives as their own bodies. 
He that loveth his wife loveth himself. For no man 
ever yet hated his own flesh, but nourisheth and cher- 
isheth it, even as the Lord the Church; for we are 
members of His body, of His flesh and of His bones. 
For this cause shall a man leave his father and mother 
and shall be joined unto his wife, and they two shall 
be one flesh.” This, then, the love which Christ 
bears to the Church, His bride, is to be a pattern for 
the husbands in their relation to their wives. 

What should all the more incite a Christian hus¬ 
band to show such love to his wife? The apostle 
says: "that your prayers be not hindered.” How 
may such a thing come to pass? If a husband does 
not treat his spouse as he should, he has a bad con- 
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science; he knows and feels that his actions sorely 
displease the Lord. The consequence is that he does 
not pray; God, he knows, will not hear one who 
sins against his better knowledge. Again, the wife 
who is ill-treated involuntarily sighs because of this 
brutal treatment when she folds her hands in prayer, 
and her sighings hinder the prayers of her husband 
from ascending to the Throne of Grace. 

By so comporting himself, says the apostle, as 
a Christian husband, he, too, would have his conver¬ 
sation honest before the Gentiles. 

Indeed, a happy, blessed home in which husband 
and wife regulate their lives according to the Word 
of God. It is a home in which the Word of God 
dwells richly, a home in which the holy prophets, 
apostles, and evangelists have made their abode; 
aye, one in which Jesus is the unseen Guest, who 
through His Word showers His blessings upon hus¬ 
band and wife as He once did upon the couple at 
Cana whose marriage He attended. Amen. 
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The Christian’s Conduct Toward His 
Fellow-Men. 

Finally, be ye all of one mind, having compassion one of 
another, love as brethren, be pitiful, be courteous; not rendering 
evil for evil or railing for railing, but contrariwise blessing, know- 
ing that ye are thereunto called that ye should inherit a blessing. 
For he that will love life and see good days, let him refrain his 
tongue from evil and his lips that they speak no guile; let him 
eschew evil and do good; let him seek peace and ensue it. For the 
eyes of the Lord are over the righteous, and His ears are open unto 
their prayers; but the face of the Lord is against them that do evil. 

/ Pet. }, 8 — 12. 

In the preceding paragraphs the apostle had ad¬ 
monished the various classes of Christians as to their 
Christian duties. He had spoken of their duties as 
subjects toward the government, of the relation of 
Christian servants to heathen masters, and of the 
mutual relation of husbands and wives. 

In concluding this section of the epistle, St. Peter 
speaks to all in general, to Christian men and women, 
to old and young alike. By faith, Christians are 
children of God. "One is your Master, even Christ; 
and all ye are brethren And as brethren they are 
to know how to conduct themselves towards one an¬ 
other. This the apostle teaches in to-day’s lesson. 

Furthermore, Christians, being children of God, 
are hated by the world of unbelievers. Their Master, 
Christ, has said: "Men shall revile you and persecute 
you and shall say all manner of evil against you 
falsely, for My sake.” How are Christians to con¬ 
duct themselves toward their enemies? This, too, 
the apostle in to-day’s text clearly sets forth. 

We see at once, friends, that we, too, stand in 
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need of the admonitions the apostle administers to 
his readers of old. Do we not often fail to show 
the spirit of love and charity, of forbearance and 
mercy, toward the weak and the erring? Do we not 
sometimes notice strife and dissension among those 
who ought to love one another? And does our 
conduct toward the unbeliever, the enemy, always 
measure up to the standard of such as profess to 
be followers of Jesus, who taught us: "Love your 
enemies”? 

We perceive that the lessons taught in to-day’s 
text demand our prayerful consideration. 

The Christian’s Conduct Toward His 
Fellow-Men: — 

1. Toward his brethren. 

2. Over against his enemies. 

1 . 

"Finally, be ye all of one mind, having compas¬ 
sion one of another, love as brethren, be pitiful, be 
courteous.” The apostle addresses Christians that 
have the same doctrine, the same faith. Since they 
are of one mind in faith, they should strive to be of 
one mind also in matters pertaining to the welfare 
of the Church; there should be unity of aim and 
purpose among them. To illustrate: Say the ques¬ 
tion of extending the kingdom of God at large or 
in the confines of the congregation were under dis¬ 
cussion. If Christians are of the same mind in 
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reference to this important topic, they will further 
the kingdom of God. Being so minded, the questions 
as to ways and means of accomplishing the end in 
view will find a harmonious solution after thorough 
brotherly discussion in the congregational meetings, 
especially if all members heed the admonition of the 
Apostle Paul to the Philippians: "Let nothing be 
done through strife or vainglory, but in lowliness of 
mind let each esteem other better than themselves.” 

Where this spirit of humility, this being of one 
mind, dominates in a congregation, one is reminded 
of the glorious condition of the first Christian church 
in Jerusalem, of which it is said: "And the multitude 
of them that believed were of one heart and of one 
soul.” 

The life of the Christian is not all sunshine. 
Dark and gloomy days are bound to come; affliction 
crosses the threshold. How consoling at such times 
it is for us to experience the compassion of fellow- 
Christians, who, being of the same household of 
faith, feel our sorrow as though it were their own 
and by word and deed endeavor to help carry our 
burden; as St. Paul says: "Whether one member 
suffer, all the members suffer with it.” 

Christians are brethren. True brothers love one 
another. They are knitted together by ties of blood. 
Christians are intimately connected with one another 
by even a stronger tie — faith in their Lord and 
Master Jesus Christ, in and through whom they have 
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one Father in heaven. As in the primitive Church 
the heathen said of the Christians: "See how they 
love one another!” so this love of the brethren should 
manifest itself to-day. "Above all things,” says 
St. Peter in the chapter following our text, "have 
fervent charity [love] among yourselves; for charity 
[love] shall cover the multitude of sins.” Love 
"beareth all things, believeth all things, hopeth all 
things, endureth all things.” 

The apostle concludes this series of exhortations 
by saying: "Be pitiful, be courteous” As Luther 
admirably remarks, these admonitions embrace not 
only fellow-Christians, but fellow-men in general. 
The good Samaritan manifested a heart full of pity 
toward the man fallen among thieves. The Christian 
has a pitiful heart over against the needs of his 
fellow-men, sympathizing with them not only in their 
earthly, but also in their spiritual needs. Toward 
his fellow-Christian he reveals this pitiful heart by 
restoring in the spirit of meekness one that has been 
overtaken in a fault, considering himself lest he also 
be tempted; over against the spiritual distress of the 
unbeliever he shows this pitiful heart by endeavoring 
to bring the truth of the saving Gospel home to his 
perishing soul. This being the sentiment of the 
Christian, he cannot but be courteous, friendly, 
towards all men, brethren and non-brethren. There 
is no guile in his heart against any one, and so he 
manifests his good will by his Christian courtesy. 
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Here, then, is a lesson for us Christians which 
we should learn ever better. It is evident that, if 
such harmony, kind feeling, love, and courtesy would 
flourish among believers, these virtues would put to 
rout all discord and disharmony which now and then 
threaten to disrupt Christian congregations. May it 
be said of us as it was said by St. Paul of the Thessa- 
lonians: "As touching brotherly love, ye need not 
that I write unto you; for ye yourselves are taught 
of God to love one another; and, indeed, ye do it 
toward all the brethren which are in all Macedonia. 
But we beseech you, brethren, that ye increase more 
and more.” 

But how are Christians to conduct themselves 
over against their enemies? 

2 . 

rr Not rendering evil for evil or railing for railing, 
but contrariwise blessing, knowing that ye are there¬ 
unto called that ye should inherit a blessing The 
rule with the non-Christian is: "An eye for an eye, 
a tooth for a tooth.” When offended by word or 
deed, he thinks it self-evident that he is justified in 
revenging himself. Commonly he expresses his senti¬ 
ment thus: "I’ll get even with him some time.” Not 
to do so, according to his code of ethics, would be 
cowardly. 

The apostle warns the Christians against such 
conduct. Do not render an evil deed for an evil 
deed nor repay reviling by reviling. Our Lord Him- 
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self has set us this example: "When He was reviled, 
He reviled not again; when He suffered, He 
threatened not, but committed Himself to Him 
that judgeth righteously.” In the Sermon on the 
Mount, Jesus exhorts His followers: "Bless them 
that curse you.” This, too, is the spirit of St. Peter’s 
admonition: "not rendering evil for evil or railing 
for railing, but contrariwise blessing, knowing that 
ye are thereunto called that ye should inherit a 
blessing.” The apostle would say: Christians, you 
have a certain knowledge which you must not forget 
in dealing with your enemies. You have been called 
from darkness to light. You were aforetime enemies 
of God; God mercifully called you to be His chil¬ 
dren, and as such you are to inherit a blessing — 
eternal life. This you know. This knowledge 
should move you to bless your enemies. 

Truly, nothing is so fitted to cause us to forgive 
our enemies as the hope of eternal life. True, it is 
often a hard fight. Christians still have their sinful 
flesh and blood, which tempts them to brood revenge. 
But then the words of the Spirit come to them: 
"Render not evil for evil; . . . know that ye are called 
to inherit a blessing.” In the school of the Master 
this hard lesson must and will be learned better and 
better. 

Our text proceeds: "Let him refrain his tongue 
from evil and his lips that they speak no guile; let 
him eschew evil and do good; let him seek peace 
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and pursue it.” Be watchful over words and actions, 
says Peter. Learn to control your tongue. "It is a 
little member,” says St. James, "but it boasteth great 
things.” A Christian is often tempted to oppose 
harsh words to harsh speech. Suppress them; 
refrain! Bridle the tongue! An evil deed of an 
enemy tempts him to repay with the same coin. 
"Eschew evil and do good.” "Seek peace”; seek it 
as you would a highly coveted prize; aye, "pursue 
it” as assidiously as the hunter pursues the deer. "If 
it be possible,” says St. Paul, "as much as in you 
lieth, be at peace with all men.” 

If the Christians so comport themselves, they 
will reap a twofold blessing. They "will love life 
and see good days”; they will enjoy this life, that 
is to say, in the words of the Fourth Petition, they 
will have "good friends, faithful neighbors, and the 
like.” Thus seeking peace, Christians will "lead a 
quiet and peaceable life in all godliness and honesty.” 

Should, however, a servant of the Lord receive 
curses for his blessings, he knows where to flee for 
consolation. "For the eyes of the Lord are over the 
righteous, and His ears are open unto their prayers; 
but the face of the Lord is against them that do evil.” 

By seeking and pursuing peace as outlined by the 
apostle, the Christian manifests his faith. He is a 
believer, a child of God; he is righteous by faith in 
the Savior. His consolation is this: "The Lord 
knoweth the way of the righteous.” God’s fatherly 
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eyes are upon him; he is certain of protection. He 
can pray with a good conscience, knowing that God’s 
ears are open to his cries. 

In an entirely different manner, however, does the 
Lord look upon the evil-doer. "But the face of the 
Lord is against them that do evil .” God will punish 
them if they do not repent of their evil ways. The 
Lord is long-suffering and slow to anger. He is not 
willing that any should perish, but that all, also the 
enemies of the Christians, should come to repentance. 
Finally, however, if they will not repent, His long- 
suffering comes to an end and He punishes them in 
His wrath and in His sore displeasure. 

But let us note that the apostle says in a general 
way: "The face of the Lord is against them ” that 
is, against all, "that do evil.” And so, if the Chris¬ 
tian renders evil for evil and railing for railing, he, 
too, is no longer among the number of the righteous, 
but must be classed with those "that do evil”; and 
the face of the Lord is also against him. From this 
preserve us, heavenly Father. 

Brethren, let us bear in mind that we Christians 
are followers of the meek and lowly Jesus and as 
such should adorn the doctrine of God, our Savior, 
by following the admonitions of the apostle enu¬ 
merated in our test. This grant us, dear Father in 
heaven. 

Where Christians so comport themselves toward 
one another and the world, it becomes manifest that 
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the Spirit, through the Word, holds sway in the 
Christian congregation; there it becomes evident 
even to the unbelieving world round about that super¬ 
natural powers are at work among the Christians; 
even the world must concede that such conduct does 
not and cannot grow on the natural soil of man’s 
heart, but, as the Christians maintain, on the soil of 
grace. Thus the name of the Lord is glorified. 
Thus, too, it may come to pass that by God’s grace 
unbelieving men will turn from darkness to light and 
from the power of Satan unto God to receive for¬ 
giveness of sins and inheritance among those who are 
sanctified by faith in Christ Jesus. May God grant 
it for Jesus’ sake! Amen. 
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The End of All Things Is at Hand. 

But the end of all things is at hand; be ye therefore sober 
and watch unto prayer. And above all things have fervent charity 
among yourselves; for charity shall cover the multitude of sins. 
Use hospitality one to another without grudging. As every man 
hath received the gift, even so minister the same one to another 
as good stewards of the manifold grace of God. If any man speak, 
let him speak as the oracles of God; if any man minister, let him 
do it as of the ability which God giveth that God in all things 
may be glorified through Jesus Christ, to whom be praise and 
dominion forever and ever! Amen. — I Pet. 4. ^ — II. 

In the epistolary lesson for last Thursday, 
Ascension Day, we read that Jesus showed Himself 
alive after His Passion by many infallible proofs, 
being seen of them [His disciples] forty days and 
speaking of the things pertaining to the kingdom of 
God. ... And when He had spoken these things, 
while they beheld, He was tdken up. Thus, visibly, 
He ascended on high. 

But there will be a time when He will return 
visibly. The angels told the disciples, who looked 
steadfastly toward heaven as Jesus ascended: "This 
same Jesus which is taken up from you into heaven 
shall so come in like manner as ye have seen Him go 
into heaven.” 

Visibly, gloriously, in the company of all the holy 
angels, the Lord Himself shall descend from heaven 
with a shout, with the voice of the archangel and with 
the trump of God, to judge the quick and the dead. 

When this day will come, we know not. That 
it is nigh we are assured of by God’s Word. St. John 
beseechingly warns the Christians: "Little children, 
it is the last hour.” And we are exhorted: "Be ye 
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therefore ready; for the Son of Man cometh at an 
hour when ye think not” "Watch ye therefore and 
pray always that ye may be accounted worthy ... to 
stand before the Son of Man.” Thus we Christians 
are warned again and again against carnal security. 

In to-day’s epistolary lesson the same thought is 
expressed, but from another viewpoint. It shows us 
how we Christians, knowing that the end of all 
things is at hand, should comport ourselves, how we 
should behave, live, how our faith should manifest 
itself. The Apostle Peter says — and this is our 
theme: — 

“The End of All Things Is at Hand.” 

Hence 

1. Be watchful unto prayers. 

2. Have fervent charity among yourselves. 

3. Be faithful in the discharge of your Christian 
duties. 

1 . 

"But the end of all things is at hand; be ye there¬ 
fore sober and watch unto prayers.” The apostle 
addresses the Christians of Asia Minor and admon¬ 
ishes them to "watch unto prayers.” Christians pray; 
where there is no prayer, there is no Christianity. 
Prayer is the first mark of a Christian. When Paul 
was converted, the first thing we read of him is, 
"Behold, he prayeth.” The Christians of Asia 
Minor did pray. — The apostle’s exhortation is not, 
Watch unto prayer, but, "Watch unto prayers.” He 
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employs the plural of the word; he exhorts to much 
praying, to fervent praying. This is necessary, says 
he, in view of the fact that "the end of all things is 
at hand.” 

In order to be watchful unto prayers, the apostle 
says, a necessary prerequisite is to be sober. "Be ye 
sober and watch unto prayers .” That it is impos¬ 
sible for one who fills himself with strong drink to 
watch unto prayers is self-evident. Of that the 
apostle does not speak here. He speaks of Christian 
soberness, of Christian sobriety, of spiritual sobriety, 
which consists in looking at, and judging of, the 
things of the world round about him in the light 
of the Word of God, in the light of the Gospel. 
This is Christian soberness. And only when so doing, 
will one be watchful unto prayers, only then will one 
see the necessity of much praying — in view of the 
fact that "the end of all things is at hand.” 

Let us remember that those Christians in Asia 
Minor lived in evil surroundings. They had but 
recently been converted to Christianity by the labors 
of St. Paul on his missionary journeys. They were 
as a handful to the heathen round about. They 
themselves, as Peter reminds them, in time past 
wrought the will of the Gentiles when they walked 
in lasciviousness, lusts, excess of wine, revelings, ban- 
quetings, and abominable idolatries. This heathen 
life was now a thing of the past. True; but their 
relatives, their friends, and former associates were 
still unbelievers, and they lived according to the lust 
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of the flesh. And so the Christians were frequently, 
daily, enticed to run with them to the same excess 
of riot, to follow the sirens’ song to sin, resulting in 
their falling from grace, losing the living hope unto 
which they had been born again. "The end of all 
things is at hand.” The Lord may come at any time. 
"Be sober!” Keep your spiritual vision clear. Do 
not become enticed by the sinful things of this world; 
do not fall a prey to your former lusts. Weigh the 
things of the world in the scales of the Word of 
God. See their vanity, their sinfulness, the dangers 
to your soul. Thank God that through His grace 
you have escaped the pollutions of the world. Pray 
earnestly, pray often; do guard duty, be alert spir¬ 
itually, "watch unto prayers” so as not to fall a prey 
to the manifold temptations of sin which become 
more manifold and dangerous as "the end of all 
things is at hand.” 

And now, fellow-Christians, need I remind you 
that "the end of all things is at hand,” more closely 
so than it was to the people to whom St. Peter wrote 
his first epistle? Need I remind you of the fact that 
all the signs which were to predict Christ’s second 
coming have been fulfilled or are in process of ful¬ 
filment? The Lord tells us that in the last times 
there will be wars and rumors of wars, nations rising 
against nations — that is done. He tells us that 
false Christs and false prophets shall arise, showing 
great signs and wonders, to seduce, if it were possible, 
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the very elect — that is done. He tells us that in 
the latter time some shall depart from the faith, 
giving heed to seducing spirits and doctrines of 
devils — that is done. To go into details about the 
evils prevalent in our land, to speak about the hor¬ 
rible murders, robberies, thefts, the shameful adul¬ 
teries and divorces committed would lead me too far 
afield. Why, even the daily newspapers are crying 
out against these atrocious crimes as signs of decay; 
they are crying out against the obscenity and the 
vulgarity of the literature of to-day, which is but 
a reflection of the low moral standard of the multi¬ 
tude. We are on an incline, fast riding for a fall. 
If even irreligious writers of the daily press are 
alarmed at the condition of the world, surely we 
Christians ought to be able to read the signs of the 
time. The godless days of Noah’s time have re¬ 
turned. As the Deluge wiped out the first world, 
so the Judgment will soon put an end to the present 
world. Children, it is the last hour! "The end of 
all things is at hand! Be ye,” ye Christians, "there¬ 
fore sober and watchful unto prayers” that ye keep 
yourselves unspotted from the pollutions of the world 
and that ye may be counted worthy to stand before 
the Son of Man. 

2 . 

"And above all things have fervent charity 
among yourselves; for charity shall cover the multi¬ 
tude of sins. Use hospitality one to another without 
grudging.” 
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"Above all things have fervent charity among 
yourselves .” Christians do possess the virtue of 
love. But in view of the proximity of the end of 
all things, when the love of many shall wax cold, 
Peter exhorts the Christians that the love among 
themselves should be and remain fervent. Peter 
learned this lesson in the school of his Master. It 
was he that had asked Jesus, "Lord, how oft shall 
my brother sin against me and I forgive him? Till 
seven times?” He received the answer, "I say not 
unto thee, Until seven times, but, Until seventy 
times seven.” Fervent love is love that forgives again 
and again. Fervent love, says Peter, is love that 
"covers the multitude of sins.” That does not say 
that love glosses over the sin of a fellow-Christian, 
minimizes it. No. If you see your brother sin, the 
Master says, "go and tell him his fault” — to gain 
him. Nor does it mean, as the Catholic Church 
says, that love of our fellow-men, the deeds of love 
we show them, cover up sins in the sight of God. 
Nothing but the blood of the Savior can do that. 
What it means is this: Love does not delight in 
spreading the sin of a brother; in blackening the 
name of a brother behind his back; in magnifying 
the shortcomings of a brother; in being a scandal¬ 
monger or a muck-raker. It means to excuse him as 
far as one can with a good conscience, to put the best 
construction on everything, to forgive and forget the 
sins of which he has repented. "By this shall men 
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know,” says Jesus, "that ye are My disciples, if ye 
have love one to another.” 

Now, brethren, in the light of this apostolic ex¬ 
hortation, has our love of one another been fervent? 
Does not our conscience accuse us of sinning against 
this divine command in manifold ways, needless to 
enumerate? Is not brotherly love among us in dan¬ 
ger of waxing cold in these last sad times? Did and 
could we always pray the petition "Forgive us our 
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against 
us” with a clear conscience? Have we not reason to 
bow in humility with a contrite heart before God, 
imploring His forgiveness and asking for grace to 
become more fervent in love among ourselves, so that 
it may be said of us as it was said of the Christians 
in the primitive Church, "Behold how they love one 
another!”? 

Another illustration of fervent love the apostle 
adduces by saying: "Use hospitality one to another 
without grudging” That had a deeper meaning 
in apostolic times than it has to-day. Remember, 
these Christians lived under persecutions. Often¬ 
times one family fled from home, seeking shelter on 
the way at another Christian’s home. Hardly had 
these gone on their way, when another might come 
with the same request. That often became burden¬ 
some. "Use hospitality” says the apostle, "without 
grudging.” This very act of sheltering fellow- 
Christians was a confession of faith, which exposed 
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people harboring refugees to the enmity of the 
heathen neighbors. So it was no small matter to 
use hospitality in those days. 

The Christians in our days, with the exception 
of comparatively few in this or that country, are not 
suffering persecution. Very rarely hospitality must 
be shown brethren persecuted for their faith’s sake. 
But "using hospitality,” which is but another mani¬ 
festation of ministering love to needy brethren, may 
take on other forms. To-day one petition for help 
and assistance from some needy congregation follows 
the other. We easily grow tired in answering such 
petitions. But we are admonished in our text: "Use 
hospitality one to another without grudging.” Thus 
manifest fervent, constant love among yourselves in 
a time and in an age in which love is on the wane. 
To the honor and glory of God let men know that 
His children practise true charity, true love. 

3. 

Finally, be faithful in the discharge of your 
Christian duties. 

"As every man hath received the gift, even so 
minister the same one to another as good stewards of 
the manifold grace of God. If any man speak, let 
him speak as the oracles of God; if any man min¬ 
ister, let him do it as of the ability which God giveth, 
that God in all things may be glorified through Jesus 
Christ; to whom be praise and dominion forever 
and ever! Amen.” 
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The apostle speaks to Christian congregations. 
He says every Christian has received a gift, a gift 
of grace. In a Christian congregation these gifts are 
manifold; one can teach, another exhort, a third has 
executive abilities, etc. One Christian has not all 
gifts. So the Christians are dependent on one an¬ 
other. One gift supplements the other. Now, we 
Christians must remember that these gifts are gifts 
of grace; we have "received” them free and un¬ 
merited, for a purpose, for the edification of the 
congregation. rr As every man hath received the gift, 
even so minister the same one to another Let each 
Christian serve the brethren with his gift. Christians 
are to remember that they are but stewards, to whom 
God has entrusted certain gifts; and these they are 
not to tie in a napkin, not to hide under a bushel, 
but they are to minister, to serve, therewith. God 
gave the gifts, and to Him we are responsible for 
their use; and one day God will ask, "Have you 
been good stewards? Have you been faithful and 
conscientious in the use of the gift which I entrusted 
to you?” 

Two such gifts the apostle enumerates. In the 
first place he says: rr If any man spedk, let him speak 
as the oracles of God,” as the words of God. If any 
man, a Christian man, has occasion to speak a word 
of consolation to a depressed brother, a word of ex¬ 
hortation to a backsliding member, a word of instruc¬ 
tion to an ignorant brother, let him be careful that 
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his consolation, exhortation, or instruction be not 
human, but divine wisdom, taken from the "oracles,” 
the words of God, the only balm in Gilead that can 
heal spiritual wounds. If any man speak, — the 
preacher, whose duty it is to proclaim the Word pub¬ 
licly, — let him see to it that his sermon contains 
nothing but God’s truth, so that he can close every 
sermon with a "So saith the Lord.” 

Measured by this norm, how few sermons 
preached nowadays are "the oracles of God”! 
Thank God, brethren, that the preachers you hear 
will not go a line beyond the Word of God; that 
they are silent where Scripture is silent and speak 
when Scripture speaks. That is true theology, in 
the first place, and faithfulness in the discharge of 
their duty, in the second place. 

Another illustration of faithfulness in the dis¬ 
charge of our Christian duties the apostle mentions 
by saying: "If any man minister, let him do it as 
of the ability which God giveth.” This "minister¬ 
ing” embraces every duty in the Church aside from 
preaching the Word. Let every one to whom a ser¬ 
vice has been entrusted be faithful. Let him use the 
ability that God gives; let him do "the ministering” 
with vim, vigor, zeal, true devotion, and consecration. 
Faithfulness is the point the apostle stresses. Let 
him be a laborer, not a drone. 

Surely these are practical lessons for us. We 
forgot, for the time being, that they were written two 
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thousand years ago. Hearing the text, we thought 
Peter was directly speaking to us, so applicable and 
so suitable the text is for our times. And the apostle 
does speak to us. The very exposition of the text 
makes a special application to us unnecessary. 

"The end of all things is at hand.” Living in 
the last sad times, in which the love of many waxes 
cold, in which laxity increases and faithfulness in 
doing our Christian duty is endangered, we see how 
necessary it is to remind ourselves again and again 
of the fact that we are Christians. We are serving 
under the banner of Christ, for the upbuilding of 
His kingdom. Let us be faithful. Let us go to Jesus 
in prayer. Out of His fulness we shall receive grace 
for grace, also the grace of being faithful in the 
discharge of our Christian duties. 

And what is the final aim of St. Peter’s exhorta¬ 
tion? "That God in all things may be glorified 
through Jesus Christ Yes, indeed, where there are 
Christians, believers in Jesus, such as are watchful 
unto prayers, there God is glorified; where there are 
Christians that have fervent love among themselves, 
there God is glorified; where there are Christians 
that are faithful in the discharge of their Christian 
duties, there God is glorified. Even the world must 
see that in such a congregation there are supernatural 
powers at work, which impel the Christians to swim 
against the stream of worldly lusts; supernatural 
powers, which will not allow them to participate in 
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the excess of riot prevalent in the world. Even 
thinking unbelievers must concede: These people call 
themselves Christians, adherents of Christ, and they 
live as Christians, whose conversation is in heaven, 
who are "looking for that blessed hope and the glo¬ 
rious appearing of the great God and our Savior 
Jesus Christ.” 

Thank God, these powers of the Spirit are mani¬ 
fest here also. May God grant the increase through 
Jesus Christ, "to whom be praise and dominion for¬ 
ever and ever! Amen.” 
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Consolation for Christians in the Fiery 
Trial. 

Beloved, think it not strange concerning the fiery trial which 
is to try you as though some strange thing happened unto you; 
but rejoice, inasmuch as ye are partakers of Christ’s sufferings, that, 
when His glory shall be revealed, ye may be glad also with exceed¬ 
ing joy. If ye be reproached for the name of Christ, happy ate ye; 
for the Spirit of Glory and of God resteth upon you. On their 
part He is evil spoken of, but on your part He is glorified. But 
let none of you suffer as a murderer, or as a thief, or as an evil¬ 
doer, or as a busybody in other men’s matters. Yet if any man 
suffer as a Christian, let him not be ashamed, but let him glorify 
God on this behalf. For the time is come that Judgment must 
begin at the house of God; and if it first begin at us, what shall 
the end be of them that obey not the Gospel of God? And if the 
righteous scarcely be saved, where shall the ungodly and the sinner 
appear? Wherefore let them that suffer according to the will of 
God commit the keeping of their souls to Him in well-doing, as 
unto a faithful Creator. — I Pet. 4, 12 — 19. 

The apostle writes to Christian congregations that 
are in deep tribulation. He speaks of their under¬ 
going a fiery trial, of their being reproached for the 
name of Christ, of their being evil spoken of, of their 
suffering as Christians. Indeed, the lot of the fol¬ 
lowers of Christ in the primitive churches of Asia 
Minor was not an enviable one. In those days of 
persecution for faith’s sake it was not so easy as it 
is to-day to sing: "In the Cross of Christ I glory.” 
The faith of these early Christians was severely tested. 
To profess, "I am a Christian, I am an adherent of 
Christ and His religion,” was oftentimes sufficient to 
incur the death penalty. These people needed in¬ 
struction and consolation. St. Peter, well versed in 
the mysterious ways of God, supplies both. 

However, the apostle’s words were written for 
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the edification, the instruction, and the comfort of 
believers in all generations to come. They are meant 
also for us. 

True, in our land there is, thank God, no such 
suffering as that which was laid upon the Christians 
of Asia Minor; but for all that the reproach of 
Christ, the suffering for His name’s sake, has not 
ceased. Let the Christians but show their true colors, 
let them be out-and-out Christians, who fearlessly 
confess their Savior in this God-hating world, and 
they will soon experience the truth of Christ’s word 
uttered to His disciples: "Ye shall be hated of all 
men for My name’s sake.” As then, so to this day 
it requires courage to take Christ’s cross upon one¬ 
self and follow after Him; as then, so also now 
Christians need comfort under the cross. 

St. Peter’s Consolation for Christians in the 
Fiery Trial. 

1. Do not look, upon it as though some strange 
thing were happening to you. 

2. Rather rejoice in it. 

3. Do not be ashamed of it. 

1 . 

" Beloved , think it not strange concerning the 
fiery trial which is to try you as though some strange 
thing happened unto you.” 

Peter is a pastor with a heart full of love and 
sympathy for his fellow-Christians. He says vir¬ 
tually: I know your tribulation; you have taken the 
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Master’s cross upon you and are following His steps. 
And for that very reason you are made to suffer: 
you are evil spoken of, you are in danger of being 
cast into prison, of being stripped of your posses¬ 
sions, and even of being burned at the stake. This is 
no child’s play; it is a fiery trial. And the first 
thought that comes to you is: "Why should I, a child 
of God, be made to suffer these things? Is not my 
Savior the almighty God? Why does He allow the 
enemies thus to persecute His beloved, who have been 
bought with His own blood? One word out of His 
mouth, as of yore in the Garden of Gethsemane, 
and His and our enemies would be felled to the 
ground. Has He forgotten us? It all seems so 
strange to us.” 

But, "beloved” my beloved, God’s beloved, do 
not look upon this fiery trial "as though some strange 
thing happened unto you ” as though it were a thing 
incompatible with Christianity. God has neither for¬ 
gotten nor forsaken you. He has a definite purpose 
in view in allowing this fiery trial to befall you — 
it is for your good, it is to try you. Thus consolingly 
St. Peter writes to the Christians — to us. 

Why does God try the Christians? To find out 
how they stand? No. Says the psalmist: "O Lord, 
Thou hast searched me and known me. Thou 
knowest my downsitting and mine uprising; Thou 
understandest my thought afar off. Thou com- 
passest my path and my lying down and art ac- 
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quainted with all my ways. For there is not a word 
in my tongue but, lo, O Lord, Thou knowest it 
altogether.” 

Why, then, does God try the Christians? His 
purpose in doing so cannot be set forth more beauti¬ 
fully than Peter does in the first chapter of this 
epistle. "Now for a season, if need be, ye are in 
heaviness through manifold temptations, that the 
trial of your faith, being much more precious than of 
gold that perisheth, though it be tried with fire, 
might be found unto praise and honor and glory at 
the appearing of Jesus Christ.” 

Though the mystery of the cross appears as a 
strange thing to the flesh, in reality it is not a strange 
thing; for faith must be tried in the fiery furnace 
of affliction. "We must through much tribulation 
enter into the kingdom of God,” says Paul, and the 
writer to the Hebrews says: "Whom the Lord loveth 
He chasteneth.” Was not Abraham’s faith severely 
tried when God commanded him to sacrifice his son 
Isaac? Was not Job sorely tried by the heavy afflic¬ 
tion imposed upon him? Aye, does not David pray 
God to try him? "Search me, O God,” he says, 
"and know my heart; try me and know my thoughts; 
and see if there be any wicked way in me and lead 
me in the way everlasting.” 

And we — 

Must we be carried to the skies 
On flowery beds of ease 
While others fought to win the prize 
And sailed through bloody seas? 
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"Beloved, think it not strange concerning the 
fiery trial which is to try you as though some strange 
thing happened unto you.” 

2 . 

Rather rejoice in the fiery trial. Our text reads: 
"But rejoice, inasmuch as ye are partakers of Christ’s 
sufferings, that, when His glory shall be revealed, ye 
may be glad also with exceeding joy.” Rejoice in the 
fiery trial! Indeed, a hard lesson to learn! But does 
not St. Paul strike the same note when exhorting the 
Philippians: "Rejoice in the Lord alway; and again 
I say, Rejoice”? If we are to rejoice in this fiery trial, 
there must be a weighty reason for it. Such there is. 
St. Peter affirms that by suffering for Christ’s sake, 
by suffering simply and solely for the reason that we 
are Christians, we "are partakers of Christ’s suf¬ 
ferings.” In that great comfort chapter, John 15, 
the Savior says to His disciples: "Remember the word 
that I said unto you, The servant is not greater than 
his lord. If they have persecuted Me, they will also 
persecute you.” When in the fiery trial, Christians 
are to remember: Thus it was with our Master also. 
Why think it strange? Why not rather rejoice? 
Like master, like servant. Our sufferings prove that 
we are intimately connected with Christ. — Aye, 
more than that. In Scripture the sufferings of the 
Christians are represented as the sufferings of Christ. 
The exalted Savior says to Saul when he had come 
near to the city of Damascus, bent on persecuting the 
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Christians there: "Saul, Saul, why persecutest thou 
Me?” Christ is the Head of His Church; we are 
the members; Christ is persecuted in His members. 
This the Christians must also bear in mind for their 
consolation. It is a high honor for Christians to 
suffer for Christ’s sake; and that is a matter of re¬ 
joicing. And St. Peter, who thus consoles the Chris¬ 
tians, speaks from experience. He and some other 
apostles had been brought before the Church Council 
at Jerusalem charged with teaching "in the name of 
Jesus.” We read: "When they had called the 
apostles and beaten them, they commanded that 
they should not speak in the name of Jesus and let 
them go. And they departed from the presence of 
the Council, rejoicing that they were counted worthy 
to suffer shame for His name.” 

Let us resume the apostle’s exhortation. We 
shall find a still deeper thought imbedded in it. 
"Rejoice inasmuch” in the same measure, "as ye 
have share in the sufferings of Christ.” That says, 
the greater our sufferings for Christ’s sake, the 
greater should be our rejoicing. And why this? It 
shows that we are Christ’s own; it is a mark of 
Christianity. That is reason for rejoicing. And 
now note the words following: "Rejoice . . . that, 
when His glory shall be revealed, ye may be glad 
also with exceeding joy.” Rejoice now, and you will 
rejoice then. The one is as sure as the other. Our 
rejoicing here under the cross of Christ — though 
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often but a subdued joy — will be changed into a joy 
that knows no bounds when His glory shall be re¬ 
vealed. Then we, the glorified cross-bearers, shall 
experience the truth we here believed: "I reckon that 
the sufferings of this present time are not worthy to 
be compared with the glory which shall be revealed 
in us.” 

Besides the prospect of this future glory we Chris¬ 
tians have at present the Spirit of God for our sup¬ 
port and comfort. "If ye be reproached for the name 
of Christ, happy are ye; for the Spirit of Glory 
and of God resteth upon you. On their part He is 
evil spoken of, but on your part He is glorified .” 
When the Christians are in this fiery trial, when they 
suffer all manner of reproach for being Christians, 
the Spirit, the Holy Spirit, proves Himself to be 
their Comforter. He is called the Spirit of Glory 
because He consoles the Christians, assuring them 
through the Word that they are Christ’s own and 
that, as Christ went through sufferings to glory, so 
they will likewise. He is the Spirit of God. God 
sends Him to assure His children that He is on their 
side, though men be against them. This Holy Spirit 
is said to rest upon the Christians. As in the Old 
Testament the cloud rested upon the children of 
Israel on their wanderings, thus protecting them from 
the sun’s fiery, burning rays, so the Holy Spirit is 
said to rest upon the children of God, thus subduing 
the heat of the fiery trial. "On their part,” the 
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apostle proceeds, on the part of the persecutors of 
the Christians, the Holy Ghost "is evil spoken of .” 
The persecutors vilify you, reproach you; but you, 
the Christians, are God’s workmanship, you are the 
temple of the Holy Ghost; and so by vilifying the 
workmanship of the Holy Ghost, they vilify God 
the Holy Ghost. Woe unto them who thus speak 
evil of this Holy Spirit! "On your part,” however, 
the Holy Ghost "is glorified .” Suffering patiently 
for Christ’s sake can be done only in the power 
of the Holy Spirit, who upholds the Christians, 
strengthens them, consoles them by the power of 
God’s mighty Word. And the world must acknowl¬ 
edge this supernatural working of the Spirit in the 
Christians’ conduct in the fiery trial. Thus God is 
glorified. 

Truly, a very hard lesson to learn, but in the 
school of the cross, with the Holy Spirit as the 
Pedagog, it can and will be learned. In the hour of 
trial may God grant us His grace to stand fast and 
to rejoice in tribulation, so that, when His glory shall 
be revealed, we may be glad also with exceeding joy! 
For only through His grace we are enabled to con¬ 
fess Christ unabashed. To this point we now direct 
our attention. 

Do not be ashamed of the fiery trial. "Yet, if 
any man suffer as a Christian, let him not be ashamed, 
but let him glorify God on this behalf Is there any 
reason to be ashamed of suffering as a Christian? 
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Is there any reason to be ashamed of confessing 
Christ, defending His Word, glorifying His holy 
name, living soberly, righteously, and godly in this 
present world, and thus adorning the doctrine of our 
Savior? Surely not. And yet, and yet, how many 
professed Christians are ashamed to confess Him as 
their Savior before the world for fear of what people 
may say, for fear of loss of business, loss of caste in 
society, and the like! 

Ashamed of Jesus, that dear Friend 
On whom my hopes of heaven depend! 

No; when I blush, be this my shame, 

That I no more revere His name. 

He hat believeth on Him shall not be confounded. 
"For the time is come that Judgment must begin at 
the house of God; and if it first begin at us, what 
shall the end be of them that obey not the Gospel 
of God? And if the righteous scarcely be saved, 
where shall the ungodly and the sinner appear?” 
Time will not permit to go into details. The thought 
is briefly this: For the "righteous,” the Christians, 
the fiery trial, the persecutions for the name of Christ 
which they now undergo, though hard to bear, are 
but fatherly castigations "that they should not be 
condemned with the world,” 1 Cor. 11, 31. On the 
Last Day they "shall be glad with exceeding joy.” 

But — this is the apostle’s argument — if you, 
the Christians, "the righteous,” who obey the Gospel, 
must now suffer such a fiery trial, how great, after 
the end of all things, will be the sufferings of those 
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who do not obey the Gospel, who do not believe in 
Christ, but persecute Him and His followers! How 
great will that last great woe be! "Where shall the 
ungodly and the sinner appear?” They will be lost! 
Hence the apostle’s final consolation and exhortation: 
"Wherefore let them that suffer according to the will 
of God commit the keeping of their souls to Him 
in well-doing, as unto a faithful Creator.” Let them 
that suffer as Christians not be ashamed; let them 
know that they "suffer according to the will of God.” 
It is not a blind fate that governs their lives. God 
permits these things to come upon them. God is in 
the background. And this God is their merciful 
Father; His watchful eye is upon them. The perse¬ 
cutors cannot proceed farther than God allows them 
to go. Not a hair will fall from their heads with¬ 
out His will. This surely is consolation for the 
Christians. 

Hence, how are the Christians who are enduring 
fiery trials to comport themselves under the cross of 
Christ? They are to do what Christ did while suf¬ 
fering for us on the cross. He prayed: "Father, 
into Thy hands I commend My spirit.” So, my dear 
Christians, in the fiery trials commit the keeping of 
your souls to God in fervent prayer. He will hear 
your prayers and supplications. Christians are His 
workmanship. God is a faithful Creator; He will 
keep His gracious promises, and the good work 
begun in you He will perform until the day of 
Jesus Christ. 
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But while thus committing your souls and bodies 
into His hand, you must not forget one thing, says 
St. Peter — do well! Christians easily grow weak 
under the burden of the cross. That should not be. 
While in the fiery trial, do well. Be not ashamed of 
your faith; confess Christ, praise God, prove your 
faith by your good works. In short, lead a life as 
the beloved of God, who have learned to look upon 
the fiery trial not as a strange thing; who know that 
the course of their whole lives is mapped out and 
governed by their faithful Creator, to whose keeping 
they have committed their bodies and souls; who 
know that they suffer according to the will of their 
gracious Father, and that, as they are partakers of 
Christ’s suffering here, so, when His glory shall be 
revealed, they will be "glad with exceeding joy.” 
Amen. 
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The Conduct of Christians under the 
Cross. 

Humble yourselves therefore under the mighty hand of God 
that He may exalt you in due time; casting all your care upon 
Him, for He careth for you. Be sober, be vigilant; because your 
adversary, the devil, as a roaring lion, walketh about, seeking whom 
he may devour; whom resist steadfast in the faith, knowing that 
the same afflictions are accomplished in your brethren that are in 
the world. But the God of all grace, who hath called us unto 
His eternal glory by Christ Jesus, after that ye have suffered a while, 
make you perfect, stablish, strengthen, settle you. To Him be 
glory and dominion forever and ever! Amen. — 1 Pet. 5, 6 — 11. 

Through cross to crown; through sufferings to 
glory — this is the theme of the First Epistle of 
St. Peter. And the theme is appropriate. The 
Christians to whom St. Peter wrote this letter were 
suffering grievously under the persecution of the 
bloodthirsty Nero. This Christian persecution ex¬ 
tended over the whole then known world. Wher¬ 
ever Christians lived, they were exposed to heartless 
persecution on account of their faith. That was no 
small matter. It often meant the loss of property 
and life. 

These people must be consoled. This Peter does. 
He speaks of the purpose, the necessity, and the fruit 
of such sufferings for Christ’s sake. 

True, the apostle treats of other matters also — 
of the missionary duties of the Christians, of the rela¬ 
tion of Christian citizens to their government, of the 
relation of masters and servants, the relation of 
husbands and wives, of the relation of pastors and 



128 


The Conduct of Christians under the Cross. 


church-members, and so forth; but the key-note of 
the letter, which is sounded again and again, is: 
Through cross to crown; through sufferings to glory. 
Thus in our present text, when the apostle is about 
ready to conclude his epistle, he reverts to his theme, 
speaking of the conduct of the Christians under the 
cross. Now, what the apostle writes to the Chris¬ 
tians of Asia Minor applies also to us; we, too, must 
through much tribulation enter the kingdom of 
heaven. 

Friend, are you burdened by the cross now? 
Pay attention to what the apostle says to cross¬ 
bearers, to you. If no special tribulation is causing 
you distress just now, remember that at any time, 
often when least expected, the Lord may deem it wise 
to say to you: "Take My cross upon you and follow 
Me.” In order that you may be fortified for the 
ordeal, take to heart what the apostle says to all 
Christians, also to you. 

There are four great thoughts prominent in 
to-day’s lesson, the main topic of which is: — 

The Conduct of the Christians under the Cross. 

1. Humble yourselves under the mighty hand 
of God. 

2. Cast all your care upon Him. 

3. Resist the devil. 

4. Rely entirely upon the grace of God. 


The Conduct of Christians under the Cross. 


129 


1 . 

"Humble yourselves therefore under the mighty 
hand of God ” The apostle would say: Dear fellow- 
Christians, "think it not strange concerning the fiery 
trial which is to try you as though some strange thing 
happened unto you ,” as though it were incompatible 
with Christianity. Know rather that God’s hand 
rules the affairs of His children, that God sends 
afflictions. And these afflictions have a salutary pur¬ 
pose — "that the trial of your faith, being much 
more precious than of gold that perisheth, though it 
be tried with fire, might be found unto praise and 
honor and glory at the appearing of Jesus Christ .” 
God sends the trials; it is not accident, not a blind 
fate, that governs our lives, but God; and He is our 
Father, who loves us, His children. 

And Christians to-day, too, feel this hand of 
God. When sickness, distress, affliction, cross their 
threshold, they are to remember that is the hand of 
God; and when calamities increase, they feel that 
God’s hand is mighty. The cross affects the Chris¬ 
tians; they "are in heaviness through manifold temp¬ 
tations”; the cross bears heavily down upon them. 

How are they to conduct themselves in such hours 
and days of affliction? "Humble yourselves under 
the mighty hand of God.” They are to realize God’s 
power, they are-to acknowledge their sinfulness, and 
\ to bow in deep humility before God, though His ways 
be past finding out, saying: "It is the Lord; let him 
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do what seemeth Him good.” They are to know it 
is God’s hand that is resting upon them; but this 
God is their gracious Father in Christ. 

Though a heavy cross I’m bearing 
And my heart Feels the smart, 

Shall I be despairing? 

God can help me, who doth send it, 

He doth know' All my woe 

And how best to end it. (Hymn 501, 4.) 

And He "will exalt you in due time ” so says the 
apostle. There will be a time when He will exalt us, 
help us, console us. When? "In due time,” in His 
appointed time, either here, when trials have wrought 
their work, or else in yonder life, when all trials shall 
be transformed into glory. 

Mark well: "He will exalt you in due time” 
in His appointed time; and that is the best time. 
Under the cross we often sigh, "How long am I still 
to suffer?” And the answer is, "Mine hour is not 
yet come.” "Not yet”; but there is a certain hour. 
Abide God’s time whether that be three days, as in 
the case of St. Peter, or twelve years, as was the case 
with the woman afflicted with an issue of blood, or 
thirty-eight years, as with the sick man at the Pool 
of Bethesda. Be of good cheer. Your Father knows 
best when to take the precious metal of faith out of 
the smelting-furnace of affliction. “Why art thou 
cast down, O my soul, and why art thou disquieted 
within me? Hope thou in God; for I shall yet 
praise Him who is the Health of my countenance and 
my God,” Ps. 42, 11. 
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2 . 

Intimately connected with humility is trust in 
God. These two go hand in hand. Hence the 
apostle says: "Cast all your care upon Hint .” Trials 
produce cares, manifold cares, temporal and spiritual. 
All that troubles and burdens us, of whatever nature 
it may be, great cares and little cares, we are to cast 
upon God. 

How is this done? In fervent prayer. God is 
our Father, we are His children. We speak to God 
in simple, believing prayer, speak to Him as does 
a child with his dear father. To God we pray, 
knowing His mercy and His mighty hand. Accord¬ 
ing to the psalmist’s words we commit our ways unto 
the Lord and trust in Him, believing that He will 
bring to pass what we have prayed for. 

Now and then we hear even Christians say: "We 
cannot help it; we must bear it” and the like. This 
is altogether wrong. That does not express confi¬ 
dence, trust, in a Father’s mercy; that is dull resig¬ 
nation. Thus the children of the world speak and 
act, who know of no loving and gracious heavenly 
Father. In the last analysis that sentiment expresses 
despair. The apostle does not say: Cast all care to 
the winds, forget them, but, "Cast all your care upon 
Him ” the Lord. 

Why can we do this cheerfully? "He careth for 
you.” Words full of consolation. In affliction the 
thought sometimes assails a Christian: "Is God your 
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Father? Are you really His child? How is that- 
possible? God seemingly has forgotten all about 
you.” No, says the apostle, perish -the thought; 
"He careth for you .” You have a merciful God; 
your sins are forgiven; there is no barrier between 
you- and God. And this cross, this affliction, is not 
to cause you to doubt God’s grace and mercy -in 
Christ. "He careth for you’; His fatherly eye is 
upon you. He does not punish His children in His 
wrath. What is happening to you now is a fatherly 
chastisement, designed for your good. He will not 
allow you to be tempted above that you are able. 

Hence, in all trials and tribulations cheerfully 
"cast all your care upon Him, for He careth for you.” 

Beloved, "It is well!” 

God’s ways are always right; 

And perfect love is o’er them all 
Though far above our sight. 

3. 

The apostle had exhorted the Christians to sub¬ 
mit themselves entirely to God. His next admoni¬ 
tion is: Resist the devil. He introduces this thought 
thus: "Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary, 
the devil, as a roaring lion, walketh about, seeking 
whom he may devour; whom resist steadfast in the 
faith.” 

"Be sober.” This admonition recurs again and 
again in this epistle. Be sober; do not become car¬ 
nally secure, abstain from fleshly lusts; else the fight 
is lost. "Be vigilant”; be on the alert; do guard 
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duty; you are engaged in a great warfare. The 
danger of losing the soul is great. Your enemy is 
powerful; your adversary is comparable to a mighty 
lion; and-he tries to intimidate the Christians by his 
roaring. In the first three centuries, at the time when 
the Christians were persecuted, this lion roared most 
terribly. In every manner he endeavored to cause the 
Christians to deny their faith. Jews and Gentiles he 
pressed into service. Many Christians fell a prey to 
his intimidations. Peter knows whereof he speaks. 
He, too, had been felled by this roaring lion; thrice 
had he denied his Master. Hence he warns us so 
insistently: "Be sober; be vigilant; . . . resist the 
devil!’’ 

The devil has evil intents. ”He walketh about”; 
he makes his rounds regularly; he ’’seeks whom he 
may devour.” If at first he does not succeed, he 
tries again. No Christian is safe from his attacks. 
The devil knows the weak points of each and every 
Christian. The lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes, 
and the pride of life are his formidable means of 
attack. How necessary to be sober, to be vigilant, 
to resist the devil! 

But is there hope to escape the snares of this wily 
enemy? Yes; Peter says: ”Whom resist steadfast 
in the faith.” "With might of ours naught can be 
done; soon were our loss effected.” But "in the 
faith” we can successfully resist even this formidable 
adversary. Our faith rests on Christ, on God, and 
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God is mightier than Satan. By faith we are strong, 
steadfast, and can resist him. Our faith is the vic¬ 
tory that overcomes the world and Satan. Hence 
St. James says: "Resist the devil, and he will flee 
from you.” And the weapon? "It is written!” 
Yea, "one little word can fell him.” 

But this is a hard lesson for Christians to learn. 
This the apostle knows; hence he encourages us to 
follow the exhortation by saying: "Know that the 
same afflictions are accomplished in your brethren 
that are in the world.” Your brethren "in the 
world,” everywhere, also suffer. You are not the 
only ones. There is a certain measure of affliction 
for each Christian to be accomplished, or, to use 
a homely phrase, suggested by the text, to be filled 
full. ' The consoling truth, however, is that it is our 
merciful Father who determines the size of the mea¬ 
sure. Why to one a greater measure of affliction is 
given than to another we know not. Why one is 
lead to the eternal home above on a short and com¬ 
paratively smooth way while another is led thither 
along a stony and circuitous road we know not. 
God knows. One thing we do know: "All things 
work together for good to them that love God.” 
In yonder life, when we shall see clearly, we shall 
exclaim with the Church Father Chrysostom, a great 
cross-bearer: "God be praised for everything!” 
With the Apostle Paul we believe: "I reckon that 
the sufferings of this present time are not worthy to 
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be compared with the glory which shall be revealed 
in us.” 

The apostle has lovingly and earnestly exhorted 
the Christians to fight the good fight of faith. But 
all exhortation is in vain if the grace of God is 
wanting; hence the apostle concludes the lesson with 
the firm, sure, reliable promise of the grace of God. 
This we shall consider lastly. 

4. 

"But the God of all grace, who hath called us 
unto His eternal glory by Christ Jesus, after that ye 
have suffered a while, [will] make you perfect, 
stablish, strengthen, settle you.” 

He is the God of all grace. Trials and afflictions 
may be great, the waves of adversity may dash high, 
but nothing can befall us for which He cannot supply 
the gifts of grace to keep us in faith. And not only 
can He keep us, He will keep us; for He is the God 
of grace. What will He do? He will "perfect” 
you more and more in faith, in love, and in hope. 
He will "stablish” you, grant you power and courage 
to resist victoriously all temptations of Satan. He 
will "strengthen” you, maintain and increase the 
powers of grace within you, so that you do not waver, 
but by His grace obtain the victory. He will "settle” 
you, make you steadfast in doctrine, in faith, in 
patience under the cross, settle you firmly on the 
grace of God that is in Christ Jesus. This His grace 
will do. 
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How do we know He will do all this? He "hath 
called us unto His eternal glory by Christ Jesus.” 
He has called us, called us through the Gospel, made 
us Christians. Through the call we have become 
children of God by faith in Christ Jesus. What was 
His purpose in calling us? He has called us "unto 
His eternal glory.” His call was no child’s play. 
With the call the goal, eternal salvation, was set. 

Now, what lies between the call and eternal 
glory — this short life, "the little while” of afflic¬ 
tion— shall not rob us of salvation. Therefore, 
may days of adversity come, may the devil try to 
intimidate us by his roaring, the God of all grace has 
ways and means for us to reach the goal — salva¬ 
tion. He can and will perfect, stablish, strengthen, 
settle us. Let us but abide by His Word, by the 
Word of His grace. "He which hath begun a good 
work in you will perform it until the Day of Jesus 
Christ.” 

Thus believing Christians are made sure of their 
being preserved in afflictions, of being preserved unto 
eternal glory, so sure that even now, while they are 
still in this vale of tears, they thank and praise God 
as though they had already attained the goal, saying: 
"To Him be glory and dominion forever and ever! 
Amen.” 
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The Apostolic Doctrine of the Power and 
the Coming of Our Lord Jesus Christ Is 
Absolutely Sure and Reliable. 

Wherefore I will not be negligent to put you always in remem¬ 
brance of these things, though ye know them and be established in 
the present truth. Yea, I think it meet, as long as I am in this 
tabernacle, to stir you up by putting you in remembrance, knowing 
that shortly I must put off this my tabernacle, even as our Lord 
Jesus Christ hath showed me. Moreover, I will endeavor that ye 
may be able after my decease to have these things always in remem¬ 
brance. For we have not followed cunningly devised fables when 
we made known unto you the power and coming of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, but were eye-witnesses of His majesty. For He received 
from God the Father honor and glory when there came such a voice 
to Him from the excellent glory, This is My beloved Son, in whom 
I am well pleased. And this voice which came from heaven we 
heard when we were with Him in the holy mount. We have also 
a more sure Word of Prophecy, whereunto ye do well that ye take 
heed as unto a light that shineth in a dark place, until the day 
dawn and the Day-star arise in your hearts; knowing this first, 
that no prophecy of the Scripture is of any private interpretation. 
For the prophecy came not in old time by the will of man, but 
holy men of God spake as they were moved by the Holy Ghost.” 

2 Pet. 1, 12—21. 

The chief message of St. Peter’s second epistle 
evidently is: The Day of the Lord will come; 
be ye ready. To be ready, abide by the truth in 
which by God’s grace ye have been established, know¬ 
ing that this truth is absolutely sure and trustworthy. 

Let us follow the apostle’s trend of thought. He 
says: "We have made known unto you the power 
and coming of our Lord Jesus Christ We have 
made known unto you that "there is salvation in 
none other” but Jesus; that this Jesus is the Christ, 
the promised Messiah of the Old Testament, in 
whom all the Messianic prophecies are fulfilled; that 
this Jesus Christ "hath abolished death and hath 
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brought life and immortality to light through the 
Gospel”; that "in Him we have redemption through 
His blood, the forgiveness of sins”; that we are 
"bought with a price” and that thus He is our Lord. 

We have made known unto you not only that 
"He was delivered for our offenses,” but also that 
He was "raised again for our justification,” and that 
by His resurrection from the dead He was "declared 
to be the Son of God with power”; that God "set 
Him at His own right hand in the heavenly places, 
far above all principality, and power, and might, and 
dominion, and every name that is named, not only in 
this world, but also in that which is to come; and 
hath put all things under His feet and gave Him to 
be the Head over all things to the Church, which is 
His body, the fulness of Him that filleth all in all.” 
Thus we have made known unto you " the power . . . 
of our Lord Jesus Christ.” 

We have furthermore made known unto you that 
this same Jesus on the Last Day will come in all His 
glory together with all the holy angels and that He 
shall sit on the throne of His glory to judge the world 
in righteousness. Thus we have made known unto 
you both "the power and coming of our Lord Jesus 
Christ. "Wherefore, beloved,” we admonish you, 
"seeing that ye look for such things, be diligent that 
ye may be found of Him in peace, without spot, and 
unblamable,” 2 Pet. 3, 14. 

But though we have made known these things 






The Doctrine of Out Lord's Coming Is Absolutely Sure. 139 


unto you, — this is the apostle’s thought, — there is 
great danger that you may forget them, wax cold, 
lose faith. "False teachers,” Peter says in this epistle, 
"privily,” stealthily, "will bring in damnable heresies, 
even denying the Lord that hath bought them; and 
many shall follow their pernicious doctrines,” 2 Pet. 
2, 1. 2. Scoffers will come, asking derisively, 
"Where is the promise of His coming?” 2 Pet. 3, 2. 

There is but one safeguard against such dangers: 
"the Word of Prophecy ” the Holy Scriptures. 
Hence though ye know these things and are estab¬ 
lished in the present truth, yet "I will not be neg¬ 
ligent to put you always in remembrance of these 
things. ... Yea, I think it meet, as long as I am in 
this tabernacle, to stir you up by putting you in re¬ 
membrance.” "Moreover,” — the apostle is very in¬ 
sistent on this point, — "I know that shortly I must 
put off this my tabernacle,” and so "I will endeavor 
that ye may be able after my decease to have these 
things always in remembrance,” 2 Pet. 1, 12—14. 

Having "these things,” the Gospel of Jesus 
Christ, "the power and coming of our Lord Jesus 
Christ,” in writing, black on white, you will be able 
to call them to remembrance even after my mouth 
is hushed; your faith will be stirred up thereby, you 
will be fortified against false prophets and scoffers, 
you will be strengthened in the faith, preserved there¬ 
in, and thus be ready at His coming. For the things 
which we have made known unto you are absolutely 
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sure, trustworthy, reliable. They are not "cunningly 
devised fables,” but words of eye-witnesses, aye, 
words of the Holy Ghost. 

And this is the purpose of the apostle in the 
present paragraph — to assure his readers of the 
absolute reliability of the apostolic doctrine. Let us 
consider this fact: — 

The Apostolic Doctrine of the Power and 
Coming of Our Lord Jesus Christ Is Absolutely 
Sure and Reliable. 

1. It is not a cunningly devised fable. 

2. It is the word of eye-witnesses. 

3. It is the Word of the Holy Ghost. 

1 . 

"We have not followed cunningly devised fables 
when we made known unto you the power and com- 
ing of our Lord Jesus.” The readers readily under¬ 
stood the apostle when he spoke of religions based on 
"cunningly devised fables.” Many of them, by 
God’s grace, had turned from idol-worship to the 
worship of the true and living God. Having been 
called from darkness to God’s marvelous light, they 
saw the fables upon which their heathen religion had 
been built. Moreover, they were surrounded by 
heathen, all of whom professed a religion. On what 
was it based? On a fable, cunningly devised, it is 
true, but nevertheless a fable. No doubt their 
thoughts wandered to the far-famed temple in the 
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city of Ephesus, one of the seven wonders of the 
ancient world. This magnificent temple was dedi¬ 
cated to the worship of Diana. And who was she? 
A rude figure of a woman, with crowned head and 
extended arms, supported by props, represented this 
heathen goddess. And the fable about her? Her 
image had fallen down from heaven, from Jupiter,” 
the highest god of the heathen. (Acts 19, 35.) Such 
was fhe fable that enshrined this ugly image in that 
magnificent temple of Ephesus. The fable was "cun¬ 
ningly devised,” upholstered by the sly wisdom of the 
priests, and the great city of Ephesus, its 500,000 
inhabitants, worshiped at the shrine of Diana; yes, 
the whole civilized world paid her tribute. (Acts 
19, 27.) It was this Diana on account of whom the 
silversmith Demetrius, seeing his craft endangered 
by Paul’s preaching of the Gospel, raised a riot, 
causing a mob of people to howl for two long hours, 
"Great is Diana of the Ephesians!” It is different 
with us Christians, says St. Peter. "We have not 
followed cunningly devised fables when we made 
known unto you the power and coming of our Lord 
Jesus Christ.” Our Gospel is not a myth, it is a fact; 
it is not a fable, but the absolute truth, God’s truth. 

"Cunningly devised fables” — such are the re¬ 
ligions of China, India, and other heathen countries 
to-day. And in our own enlightened country we 
have plenty of them. Joseph Smith, the founder of 
the Mormon sect, as late as the year 1827 claimed 
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that an angel of God had brought him two golden 
plates inscribed in an unknown tongue. It was 
"scripture,” a new revelation of God to man. 
Unfortunately Smith could not read this unknown 
tongue, but very considerately the angel had pro¬ 
vided him with a peculiar pair of spectacles, which 
enabled him — and him alone! — to decipher the 
scripture on the golden plates. Such is the fable 
and such the origin of the Mormon Church — 
"a cunningly devised fable.” 

In medieval times, legends of the saints were read 
in the churches. They were known to be legends, 
myths, fables. In the course of time, however, the 
people forgot that they were legends; they accepted 
them as true; and the result? The worship of the 
saints in the Catholic Church to-day, again a "cun¬ 
ningly devised fable.” 

It would lead us too far afield to go into details 
about other so-called religions based on fables. 
What is the origin of Russellism, Eddyism, Spiritism? 
A man or a woman has a dream, a vision. This 
vision is, of course, a message from God to man! 
The dreamer has the audacity to preach this dream as 
a revelation coming from God. This new-fangled 
thing finds adherents, and a new "religion” is started. 
The fable is cunningly devised for gullible people, 
adorned perhaps with all the arts of oratory and 
rhetoric, and made palatable with choice gems of 
poetry. But — it has no higher authority than that 
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of a dream, a fable, a myth, a legend, a lie. 
"Hearken not to the words of these prophets,” 
said Jehovah through Jeremiah; "they speak a vision 
out of their own heart and not out of the mouth of 
the Lord,” Jer. 23, 16. And St. John pleadingly 
admonishes us, 1 John 4, 1: "Beloved, believe not 
every spirit, but try the spirits whether they are of 
God, because many false prophets have gone out into 
the world.” "We,” says St. Peter of himself and his 
fellow-apostles, "have not followed cunningly devised 
fables when we made known unto you the power and 
coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, but were eye¬ 
witnesses of His majesty.” Of this we shall treat in 
the second place. 

2 . 

St. Peter writes: "We were eye-witnesses of His 
majesty. For He received from God the Father 
honor and glory when there came such a voice to 
Him from the excellent glory, This is My beloved 
Son, in whom I am well pleased. And this voice 
which came from heaven we heard when we were 
with Him in the holy mount.” 

"We were eye-witnesses of His majesty ” these 
words of St. Peter recall a saying of St. John that 
refer to Christ’s visible sojourn on earth, especially 
to the three years of His public ministry. He writes: 
"And the Word was made flesh and dwelt among us; 
and we beheld His glory , the glory as of the Only- 
begotten of the Father.” "We beheld His glory”; 
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we beheld it with wonder and amazement as He 
walked in and out among us. We beheld His 
omnipotence, omniscience, omnipresence, in the mir¬ 
acles He wrought. We beheld His glory, a glory 
exactly like that of the Father. This we beheld, and 
therefore we know that He is the Son of God. He 
changed water into wine at the wedding at Cana, 
and "we beheld His glory.” He raised the widow’s 
son, and "we beheld His glory.” He raised Lazarus 
from the dead, and "we beheld His glory.” He 
stilled the angry tempest on the Sea of Galilee, and 
"we beheld His glory,” His majesty. "What man¬ 
ner of man is this that even the winds and the sea 
obey Him?” the disciples said when they witnessed 
this miracle. He is man; He is more than man; 
this man is at the same time the very God! Let us 
remember that Peter was one of the contemporaries 
of John, one of the disciples of Jesus, who during the 
three years of the public ministry of Jesus again and 
again beheld His glory, His majesty. 

But when Peter says in our text: rr We were eye¬ 
witnesses of His majesty,” he refers to a special reve¬ 
lation granted him by God, to the transfiguration of 
Christ on "the holy mount,” which took place shortly 
before His death. This revelation was vouchsafed 
to Peter, John, and James, together with two repre¬ 
sentatives of the Old Covenant, Moses and Elias, 
who appeared in glorified bodies. 

Now, of what was Peter an eye-witness? 
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Matthew, recording the scene in full, says among 
other things: "His [Christ’s] face did shine as the 
sun, and His raiment was white as the light.” For 
a moment Jesus appeared in a glorified state. His 
divine majesty permeated, penetrated, His entire 
body, His entire appearance. Of this, Peter was an 
eye-witness. He saw "the power of our Lord Jesus 
Christ”; he caught a glimpse of the glory of His 
that will be visible to all when He will come, and 
all the holy angels with Him, to judge the quick 
and the dead. 

And we heard a voice, says Peter, saying: "This 
is My beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased .” 
Indeed, the Father gave Him honor and glory. That 
was the selfsame voice heard at the baptism of Jesus. 
There, at the beginning of Christ’s public ministry, 
God the Father had said: "This is My beloved Son,” 
very God of very God. I am pleased with the work 
of redemption that He will carry out. And now 
again at His transfiguration the selfsame words were 
spoken, which put the stamp of approval upon the 
work of redeeming mankind which He was soon to 
finish. 

Thus, what we apostles have made known unto 
you Christians of Asia Minor of the power of our 
Lord Jesus Christ and His coming again, sure in 
itself, was corroborated by a special revelation, by 
a special word of the Lord. And so our doctrine is 
absolutely sure, reliable. 

The Living Hope. 


10 
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And let us remember that St. Peter, who records 
this wonderful scene, knows that shortly he must put 
off his tabernacle; he testifies to this scene on the 
Mount of Transfiguration in view of death. Surely 
the report of such an eye-witness, made at such a time, 
is absolutely trustworthy. 

No; "we have not followed cunningly devised 
fables” when we proclaimed the Gospel unto you, 
"but were eye-witnesses of His majesty.” 

To cap the climax of his argument, St. Peter 
assures us that the Gospel proclaimed by the apostles 
is of the Holy Ghost. 

3. 

"We have a more sure Word of Prophecy, . . . 
knowing this first that no prophecy of the Scripture 
is of any private interpretation.” Peter says: We 
have the Word of Prophecy, the Old Testament. 
This Word is sure. "Holy men spake as they were 
moved by the Holy Ghost.” We also have the inter¬ 
pretation of this Word of Prophecy in the New 
Testament. We gave the interpretation. Did we 
give this interpretation as a private activity of ours? 
No. "No prophecy of the Scripture is of any 
private interpretation.” The Holy Ghost Himself 
interpreted the prophecy. Thus the sure prophecy 
was "made more sure” by the interpretation. 

What are the contents of the Old Testament 
prophecies? They are variously stated in the New 
Testament: "that Christ must needs suffer and die 
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and rise again” or: "the sufferings of Christ and 
the glories to follow,” or, as stated in our text, the 
contents of the prophecy may be summed up in 
what was made known to you — "the power and 
coming of our Lord Jesus Christ.” 

This the prophecy foretold: "the power and 
coming of our Lord Jesus Christ”; and what the 
prophecy foretold we have made known unto you; 
we gave the interpretation. 

The Old Testament prophecy speaks of the Mes¬ 
siah that was to come; we speak of the Messiah that 
has come. So we have prophecy plus the fulfilment, 
prophecy plus the interpretation; and thus we have 
the sure word of prophecy made "more sure.” 

The prophecy, for example, speaks of the Seed 
of the Woman that was to crush the Serpent’s head; 
St. Paul gives the interpretation: "This Seed is 
Christ.” Isaiah prophesies of a virgin that should 
bring forth a son whose name was to be Immanuel. 
We point to the Virgin Mary, to the Babe at Beth¬ 
lehem, and to the message of the angel: "They shall 
call His name Immanuel, God with us,” as the 
interpretation. 

The prophecy speaks of Christ’s suffering and 
death, especially in Isaiah 53: "Surely He hath 
borne our griefs and carried our sorrows. He was 
wounded for our transgressions and bruised for our 
iniquities.” We point you to Calvary’s cross, where 
the suffering Savior cried out in the anguish of HU 
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soul: "My God, My God, why hast Thou forsaken 
Me?” and where we hear the voice of triumph "It is 
finished!” as the interpretation. 

The prophecy speaks of the resurrection of 
Christ. We lead you on that beautiful Easter morn 
to the open grave, where you hear the voice of 
the angel, "He is not here; He is risen,” as the 
interpretation. 

The prophecy speaks of Christ’s ascending on 
high after having taken captivity captive. We show 
you the beautiful scene on Mount Olivet, where 
Christ, blessing His disciples, ascended to heaven to 
sit at the right hand of God, as the interpretation. 

Now, to repeat, this interpretation, is that of our 
own imagination, is that our own private construction 
of the words of the Old Testament? No. Says the 
text: "Knowing this first.” This knowledge is of 
prime importance; impress it upon your heart; bear 
it well in mind. Which is that all-important knowl¬ 
edge? "Knowing this first, that no prophecy of the 
Scripture is of any private interpretation” Personal 
conjectures and opinions are ruled out. As the 
prophecy itself, so also the interpretation of the 
prophecy is of the Holy Ghost. How about the Old 
Testament prophecy? "For the prophecy came not 
in old time by the will of man, but holy men of 
God spake as they were moved by the Holy Ghost.” 
The prophecy is the infallible Word of God, and as 
the prophecy did not come by the will of man, but 
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by the Holy Ghost, so the interpretation of the 
prophecy did not come by the will of man, but by 
the Holy Ghost. 

What the Holy Ghost prophesies only He can 
interpret; that is the apostle’s argument. This the 
Holy Ghost did. Let me illustrate. In the eighth 
chapter of Acts we read of a man of Ethiopia, who, 
homeward bound from Jerusalem, where he had 
worshiped, sat in his chariot reading the prophet 
Isaiah. The Spirit said to Philip the Evangelist, "Go 
near; join thyself to this chariot.” Philip did so. 
"Understandest thou what thou readest?” Philip 
asked him. "How can I,” he answered, "except some 
man should guide me?” Then Philip "began at the 
same scripture and preached unto him Jesus.” Here 
is prophecy and its interpretation, both by the Holy 
Ghost; for the Holy Ghost opened all Scripture to 
the apostles, and from them Philip the Evangelist 
had learned the right interpretation of the Messianic 
prophecies. 

"We witness,” as Paul said to Agrippa, "both to 
small and great, saying none other things than those 
which the prophets and Moses did say should come.” 
Prophecy said they should come; we witness to the 
fact that they have come, or, as the very same Peter 
that wrote our text says in his first epistle, speaking 
of the blessed hope of the Christians: "Of which 
salvation the prophets have enquired and searched 
diligently, who prophesied of the grace that should 
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come unto you, . . . testifying beforehand the suffer¬ 
ings of Christ and the glories that should follow, 
which things are now reported unto you by them that 
preach the Gospel unto you with the Holy Ghost 
sent down from heaven.” They prophesied before¬ 
hand, of things to come; we report the things as 
fulfilled, we interpret the prophecy "with the Holy 
Ghost.” Here is the source of our interpretation — 
the Holy Ghost. 

Let us remember that Peter who pens these words 
was one of the disciples who were "filled with the 
Holy Ghost sent down from heaven” on that great 
Pentecost Day. It was Peter, filled with the Holy 
Ghost, who delivered that wonderful sermon on that 
day in consequence of which three thousand souls 
were added to the Church. This Peter says that 
the source of both prophecy and of the interpreta¬ 
tion of prophecy is one and the same Holy Spirit. 
The words of the apostles have the same source, the 
same authority, the same dignity as that of the holy 
prophets; they are equally firm, equally reliable, 
equally trustworthy. Hence the apostle says: "This 
second epistle, beloved, I now write unto you, in 
both which I stir up your pure minds by way of re¬ 
membrance that ye may be mindful of the words 
which were spoken before by the holy prophets and 
of the commandments of us, the apostles of the Lord 
and Savior,” chap. 3, 1. 2. 

Yes, beloved, we have the Word of Prophecy 
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made sure, rr whereunto ye do well that ye tdke heed 
as unto a light that shineth in a dark, place.” This 
world is indeed a dark place, spiritually dark. There 
is but one light to dispel this darkness — the pro¬ 
phetic word we preach unto you. To that take heed, 
and you will learn more and more of “the power and 
the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ,” that it is He 
alone that saves, and saves to the uttermost. "When 
the day dawns and the Day-star appears,” when the 
last prophecy, that of Jesus’ coming, is fulfilled, you 
will no longer need this light, you will be ready for 
His coming, and you will receive the end of your 
faith — salvation. 

But until then take heed to this light, the pro¬ 
phetic word, our word, and you will not fall a prey 
to cunningly devised fables, to false prophets and 
false teachers, or to scoffers, but by God’s grace you 
will remain established in the truth as it is in Jesus, 
and when He shall appear in whom you now believe, 
you will be ready for His coming, and you will exult 
with joy exceedingly. Amen. 




PART II. 

LENTEN SERMONS. 
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The Most Precious Invitation Ever Given 
to a Sin-Sick World. 

Come unto Me, all ye that labor and are heavy laden, and 
I will give you rest. — Matt.11,28. 

Do you realize, dear friends, that this is the 
greatest, the most precious, the most gracious invita¬ 
tion ever given to a sin-sick, restless, discontented 
world? It is such because of the exalted person that 
gives it, because of the persons to whom it is ad¬ 
dressed, and because of the precious promise it 
contains. 

X ♦ 

Who is it that issues this invitation, "Come unto 
Me”? It is Jesus, Jesus of Nazareth. This Jesus, 
born of the Virgin Mary, is true man; but this Jesus 
is at the same time He of whom the Father declared, 
"This is My beloved Son, in whom I am well 
pleased.” It is He of whom the prophets in the Old 
Testament prophesied as the one "in whom all the 
families of the earth should be blessed”; the great 
Prophet like unto Moses; David’s Son and Jehovah’s 
Son; the Lord Our Righteousness; the Immanuel, 
"God with us”; the Prince of Peace. Paul asserts 
that this Jesus is "over all God,” "our great God and 
Savior,” "God manifest in the flesh.” 

And this Jesus is the only Savior of the world. 
"Neither is there salvation in any other,” says 
St. Peter; "for there is none other name under 
heaven given among men whereby we must be 
saved.” 



156 


Christ’s Most Precious Invitation. 


Such is the exalted Person who extends this 
gracious invitation: "Come unto Me, all ye that 
labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest.” 
What an hour o£ abundant mercy for the people 
who heard these precious words as they fell from the 
Savior’s lips! 

Do you say, my dear friend: "Oh, that I had 
lived at that time to hear the words of His grace as 
they were spoken to the multitude! How blessed 
would I be!”? Friend, the same Jesus, with all His 
love, with all His grace for sinful man, is with us 
still to-day, though invisibly. He has promised: 
"Where two or three are gathered together in My 
name, there am I in the midst of them.” Of the 
preachers that proclaim His Word pure and unde¬ 
filed He says: "He that heareth you heareth Me.” 
Wherever the Gospel is preached, there is Jesus. 
The Gospel is His voice. This wonderful, precious 
invitation "Come unto Me” is His Word, His 
Gospel. And it is meant for you. Jesus, whose only 
object in descending from His throne of majesty and 
coming into this sinful world was "to seek and to 
save that which is lost,” would have this saving mes¬ 
sage go right home to your heart, to bless you for 
time and eternity. 

Listen to the familiar words once more: "Come 
unto Me, all ye that labor and are heavy laden, and 
I will give you rest.” 

The people whom Jesus here invites to come to 
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Him are restless, spiritually restless; they have no 
peace of mind, their conscience is not at ease, their 
soul is troubled. What is the cause of it all? Sin! 
Sin it is that separates between them and God. 
These people, moreover, have labored hard at the 
task of securing rest for their souls by trying to do 
the deeds of the Law. But all their labor was in 
vain; rest for their souls they found none. Aye, 
the more they labored, the greater became the knowl¬ 
edge of their guilt before God, the more they became 
heavy laden with the consciousness of the burden of 
God’s wrath over their sinful condition as disclosed 
by the Law of God. They are on the brink of 
despair. In flaming colors the curse of God’s holy 
Law stands before their mental vision: "The soul 
that sinneth, it shall die,” die eternally. 

Such are the people, "they that labor and are 
heavy laden,” whom Christ so tenderly, so graciously, 
invites, "Come unto Me” Have you had such or 
a similar experience? Have you come to a knowledge 
of your sins through the Law? Do you know what 
it means to labor and to be heavy laden? In thun¬ 
ders from Mount Sinai God demands, "Thou shalt!” 
"Thou shalt not!” The sum and substance of this 
Law is: "Be ye holy; for I, the Lord, your God, 
am holy.” That means, from the day of your birth 
till the hour of your death there must not arise in 
your heart one evil thought, one evil desire; much 
less durst you have uttered an evil word or committed 
an evil act. Jesus Himself, in His exposition of 


158 


Christ’s Most Precious Invitation. 


the Sermon on the Mount, says the angry look and 
the hateful thought are murder; the unchaste desire 
and the lustful look are adultery in God’s sight, 
violations of God’s holy Law and as such punishable 
by eternal hell-fire. "Cursed is every one,” says He, 
"that continueth not in all things which are written 
in the Book of the Law to do them!” 

Have you kept this Law? You say perhaps: 
"I am laboring hard; I am trying to do right and 
to live right.” The Law replies: "I said nothing 
about trying to do; I said, Do them.” You say: 
"I am doing the best I can.” The Law makes an¬ 
swer: "That does not satisfy me; I demand, Do! 
Do them!” You cry out in despair: "I cannot; 
I am sinful by nature. What must I do to flee from 
the wrath of God?” The Law replies: "That is 
none of my business; my business is to exact a com¬ 
plete fulfilment of God’s will, and if you cannot 
measure up to this divine standard, you are cursed, 
damned!” This is God’s unalterable Law. Sin must 
be punished. Have you kept this Law? Can you 
keep it? 

Let us make inquiries of the best of men. Here 
is St. Paul. What does he say? "I know that in 
me, that is, in my flesh, dwelleth no good thing.” 
Here is Isaiah. He says: "We are all as an unclean 
thing, and all our righteousnesses,” — mark well, he 
does not say "all our sins,” but "all our righteous¬ 
nesses,” our good works, — "are as filthy rags.” 
David pleads: "Enter not into judgment with Thy 
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servant; for in Thy sight shall no man living be 
justified.” So the prophet who says: "There is none 
righteous; they are all gone out of the way; there 
is none that doeth good, no, not one,” speaks the 
truth. 

Fellow-sinners, do you realize the gravity of the 
situation? Look into the mirror of God’s Law and 
see yourself as God sees you, and you will realize that 
all your labor, all your striving to do the works of 
the Law to appease God, is futile; you will realize 
that salvation by your efforts is out of the question. 
Hell gapes at you; you will shake and tremble and 
quake as does the criminal led to the gallows. Then 
nothing, nothing, avails to quench the fire of God’s 
wrath save one thing, and one thing only, "the blood 
of Jesus Christ,” which cleanseth us from all sin.” 
Then no one can quiet your troubled conscience, no 
one give rest to your worried soul but He that pleads 
with you to-day, "Come unto Me!” Apart from 
Me you are lost. "I will give you rest.” I procured 
it for you. Come to Me just as you are, with all 
your heavy burden. Throw it down at the foot of 
My cross, and you will find rest, rest for your soul. 
Such is the precious promise made to the heavy laden 
that come to Christ. 

3. 

How am I to understand this? God is merciful. 
True; but God is also just. God’s holy Law must 
be fulfilled. He cannot be merciful at the expense of 
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His justice. We could not fulfil the Law. Christ 
fulfilled it for us, bore the penalty and the curse of 
the Law. St. Paul says: "Christ hath redeemed us 
from the curse of the Law.” How? "Being made 
a curse for us.” What did Christ do? He took our 
place. Christ was made a curse for us. Understand 
these words literally: "Christ was made a curse 
for us.” "Christ — for us.” That tells us as 
plainly as human language can put it: Christ was 
our Substitute. The curse of the Law should have 
fallen on us; Christ, however, taking our place, was 
cursed in our stead. So we are free. Listen to 
Isaiah: "The Lord laid on Him the iniquity of 
us all.” God imputed our sins to the sinless Christ. 
He took David’s sins and put them on Christ; He 
took Peter’s sins and put them on Christ; He took 
your sins and my sins and the sins of the whole world 
and laid them on Christ. 

What did Christ do with our sins? Let Peter 
answer: "Christ Himself bare our sins in His own 
body on the tree.” Where are your sins? On 
you? No. In Christ’s body on the cross! The 
Law’s demands are satisfied; righteousness is merited. 
The cry of triumph rings out from the cross, "It is 
finished!” Thus we are redeemed from the curse of 
the Law, Christ being made a curse for us. Thus, 
by faith in Christ’s merits, we find rest for our souls. 

Redeemed — how precious the word! You are 
in debt; you cannot pay; a friend endorses your 


Christ’s Most Precious Invitation. 


161 


check; he pays for you. Do you pay that debt 
a second time? No. In the eyes of the law you 
have paid the debt. So here. Christ assumed the 
debt we had contracted. The ransom price? His 
precious blood. The debt is paid. God is just. He 
will not demand the death-penalty a second time 
from you. "If One died for all,” says St. Paul, 
"then were all dead,” 2 Cor. 5, 14. "In Christ we 
have redemption through His blood, even the for¬ 
giveness of sins,” Col. 1, 14. Redemption is ready, 
complete. There is-nothing for you to do or to add 
thereto. Christ alone paid the price. In Him alone 
redemption is to be had. "There is salvation in none 
other.” Hence the Savior pleads with you, "Come 
unto Me”; believe in Me; "/ will give you rest.” 
I have the power over sin, death, the Law. The chas¬ 
tisement of your peace was upon Me. "Come to 
Me,” and you shall have peace, forgiveness of sin, 
rest for your souls. In Me you are saved; without 
Me — lost. Come just as you are, "without one 
plea but that My blood was shed for thee.” 

Fellow-sinner, if you are lost, it will not be on 
account of the guilt of your sin. Sin has been 
atoned for. If you die, it will be because you reject 
the ransom-price, Christ’s blood and righteousness. 
Since Christ has redeemed you, there is but one sin 
that can condemn you — unbelief. If you are sick 
and know of a physician who can infallibly cure your 
disease, and you refuse to go to him, you die, not 
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because of your sickness, but because of your refusal 
to go to this physician. You are sin-sick. Christ is 
your Physician. Do not die. Live! Come to Him. 
Believe in Him and be saved. 

Do you tremblingly ask, "May I, even I, come? 
My sins as scarlet are.” Listen to the tender, plead¬ 
ing, gracious voice of your Savior: "Come unto Me, 
all, all ye that labor and are heavy laden.” Not one 
is excluded. "All” means you, even you! Peter, who 
denied the Master, penitently came to Him and 
found rest for his soul. The jailer at Philippi be¬ 
lieved on Him, came to Him, and found rest for 
his soul. The thief on the cross came to Him and 
found rest for His soul. A Mary Magdalene came 
weeping to Jesus and found rest for her soul. Not 
one that came penitently to Him did He reject. 
"Him that cometh unto Me,” says Jesus, — grasp 
this word, fellow-sinner, — "him that cometh,” that 
is, whosoever cometh to Me, penitently, "I will in no 
wise cast out.” 

Jesus knows you will not come to Him of your 
own accord, so He comes to you with this comforting 
invitation, "Come to Me.” Jesus is true God. 
These words "Come to Me” are words of divine 
power; they have the power to draw you to Him. 
Come, believe, accept, rejoice! Thank Him for His 
unspeakable grace. Amen. 
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Boldness and Confidence in Prayer. 

And this is the confidence that we have in Him, that, if we 
ask anything according to His will, He heareth us. —• / John 5, 14. 

"This is the confidence,” the boldness, "that we 
have in Him, that, if we ask anything according to 
His will, He heareth us.” 

My topic for to-day is prayer. Prayer is a 
privilege of Christians. Unbelievers cannot pray 
properly. It is a sheer waste of time to argue with 
an unbeliever about the benefit and the power of 
prayer. The blind knows nothing of color, the deaf 
nothing of music, the dead nothing of his surround¬ 
ings, the spiritually dead nothing of spiritual life. 
An unbeliever is a spiritual corpse. This spiritual 
corpse must be brought to life by the powerful Word 
of God, and then, being converted, it will be said of 
him what was said of Saul after his experience on 
the road near Damascus, "Behold, he prayeth!” 
Christians know the power of prayer. With them 
it is a matter of experience. By faith they are the 
children of God, they belong to God’s family. Chris¬ 
tians have received the Spirit of child-relationship 
(adoption) by which they cry, "Abba, Father!” 

But the topic for to-day is not prayer in general, 
but boldness and confidence in prayer. This bold 
confidence most Christians lack. I do; you do. We 
are timid. But it need not be so. We are sinners 
and unworthy of the things we ask for. True, but 
we are redeemed, "bought with a price.” We are 
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sinners, but let us not forget the crown of glory we 
shall wear. "What manner of love the Father hath 
bestowed upon us that we should be called the sons 
of God!” Hence let us use a child’s privilege and 
pray boldly, confidently. When we approach God 
in Jesus’ name, we do not approach a stern judge, 
but a loving Father. "Lord, teach us to pray,” said 
the disciples to Jesus. And Jesus made answer: 
"After this manner pray ye: Our Father who art in 
heaven.” Father! How sweet the word! God 
would by this word tenderly invite us to believe that 
He is our true Father and that we are His true chil¬ 
dren, so that we may ask Him with all boldness and 
confidence, as dear children ask their dear father. 

St. John tells us to do this very thing and gives 
us the reason why. "This is the confidence ” the 
bold confidence, "that we,” the Christians, "have in 
Him,” in God, through our Savior Jesus Christ, 
"that, if we ask anything according to His will, He 
heareth us.” What should make us boldly confident 
in our prayers? This knowledge: "He heareth us.” 
That does not merely say that He hears our prayers 
in a general way, that He knows what we say. God 
is omniscient; so that is self-evident. "He heareth 
us” means He grants our petitions. Child of God, 
grasp this great, consoling truth — not a single peti¬ 
tion sent to the throne of the Father according to 
His will is left unanswered. This is the assurance. 
On this firmly rely. 
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What may we ask of Him? Anything according 
to His will; anything, be it of a temporal or a spir¬ 
itual nature; anything, be it great or small — any¬ 
thing. What is the Father’s will? "This is the 
will of Him that sent Me, that every one that seeth 
the Son and believeth on Him may have everlasting 
life,” John 6, 40. God’s will is our eternal salvation. 
There is but one way to attain it: through Jesus, the 
Savior. He has fulfilled the Law for us. He has 
died to pay the penalty of our sins. Accept it. This 
is God’s will. Asking for spiritual blessings, for any¬ 
thing necessary to salvation, you are absolutely sure 
you are asking according to His will. Hence do so 
with all boldness and confidence. "He heareth us” 
If you are a Christian, your greatest concern is 
to remain a child of God. Hence with the publican 
you will daily pray: "God be merciful to me, a sin¬ 
ner”; with the father of the epileptic boy: "Lord, 
I believe; help Thou mine unbelief”; with Stephen: 
"Lord, into Thy hands I commend my spirit.” In 
short, daily, as St. Peter says, you will commit the 
keeping of your soul to God in fervent prayer as unto 
a faithful Creator, so that, when your last hour 
comes, you may exult with Simeon of old: "Lord, 
now lettest Thou Thy servant depart in peace, for 
mine eyes have seen Thy Salvation.” These spiritual 
blessings: mercy, steadfastness in faith, growth in 
faith, a blessed end, are the really important things 
to pray for. In comparison with them temporal 
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things are as playthings children ask for. For these 
spiritual blessings ask daily. The Father wills your 
salvation. Pray boldly, confidently. Let your daily 
sigh be: — 

My God, for Jesus’ sake I pray 

Thy peace may bless my dying day. 

May you ask for temporal gifts also? For "any¬ 
thing according to His will.” Take God at His 
word. You have the promise, "He heareth us.” He 
also grants the prayers for things pertaining to this 
life if they do not militate against your eternal wel¬ 
fare; and even if you should through ignorance ask 
amiss, nevertheless "He heareth you”; He corrects 
your prayer and according to His loving-kindness 
grants you something better. 

Sometimes the Lord delays His answer. Listen 
to the pitiful cry of the woman of Canaan. Follow¬ 
ing Jesus, she pleads: "Have mercy on me, O Lord, 
Thou Son of David; my daughter is grievously vexed 
with a devil.” Jesus answer her not a word. His 
disciples intercede — without avail. Lying prostrate 
at His feet, she expresses the anguish of her suffering 
soul in these few words, "Lord, help me!” She is 
repulsed, brusquely: The children’s bread must not 
be cast to a dog such as she is. Her faith is sorely 
tried. Nothing daunted, she turns the tables on our 
Lord, saying: I grant I am a dog, and only what 
is given a dog do I ask for; I desire but to eat the 
crumbs that fall from the master’s table. Jesus is 
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conquered by that importunate asking, by that seek¬ 
ing and knocking at the gates of mercy, and He 
exclaims in wonderment: "O woman, great is thy 
faith; be it unto thee even as thou wilt.” "Was 
she not a bold, presumptuous suppliant?” asks 
Luther. "Nay, all this is written for our encourage¬ 
ment and teaches us that it is such boldness and 
earnestness in prayer which gives most pleasure to 
Jesus.” 

I pause to ask a question: Is there not a father or 
a mother here who stood at the bedside of a dying 
child? The doctor mourfully said, "No hope.” No 
hope?! You fell down upon your knees and im¬ 
plored the Savior: "If Thou wilt, restore my darling 
to me — if it is for her and my good. Thou hast 
the same power, the same merciful heart, to-day as 
Thou didst have when walking visibly in Galilee. 
Speak but the word!” And the child lived, lives 
to-day, a tangible proof of the power of prayer. 
"But,” another one says, "I’ve asked the Lord and 
was not answered.” True, not according to your 
will, because, being short-sighted, you did not know 
that what you asked for would have been hurtful to 
you; but your prayer was heard according to God’s 
illimitable wisdom. To Paul, the greatest of all 
apostles, God had granted wonderful "visions and 
revelations.” But lest he become puffed up spir¬ 
itually, God permitted "a messenger of Satan to 
buffet him.” Such is God’s inscrutable pedagogy. 
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In all humility and earnestness, Paul asked God to 
remove this thorn in the flesh. There was no answer. 
He prayed again. Still no answer. He pleaded a 
third time. Then God answered: "My grace is 
sufficient for thee.” He did not remove the affliction. 
It was best for Paul’s spiritual welfare to be so tor¬ 
mented. He said: Paul, thou possessest my grace. 
Thou art my dear child. So my not answering thy 
prayer according to thy wish must not make thee 
believe that My heart is filled with wrath against thee, 
but it is a proof of my love for thee. Did God hear 
Paul’s prayer? Yes; not, however, by giving him 
what he had prayed for, but by strengthening his 
faith and granting him grace to submit to His will. 

So God deals with us to-day. When we are in 
trouble, let us seek His face and pour out a prayer 
to Him again and again, knowing that He hears our 
prayers and will answer them in His loving wisdom, 
in such a way as will best serve our spiritual welfare. 
If He does not relieve us from the trial harassing us, 
let us rest assured that His grace will be sufficient 
for us, giving us strength to bear the cross. God 
grant us grace to say with the Savior: "Abba, Father, 
take this cup from Me; nevertheless, not what I will, 
but what Thou wilt.” A hard lesson to learn; but it 
can be learned in the school of grace. 

Reason objects here: "God must change the 
counsel of His eternal providence in order to hear 
every individual prayer. His order is fixed from 
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eternity.” What care you and I for reason’s sophis¬ 
tries? When Jesus, the Maker of the "fixed laws of 
nature,” says: "Verily, verily, I say unto you, What¬ 
soever ye shall ask the Father in My name, He will 
give it you,” we know that His promise will not be 
broken. This is our confidence: "He heareth us.” 

The Pennsylvania Railroad Company runs a train 
that must make the distance from New York to 
Chicago in so and so many hours. It has the right 
of way along the whole track. All other trains are 
side-tracked for hours if necessary. The orders of 
the superintendent are strict. A few years ago some¬ 
thing unusual happened. This train was side¬ 
tracked. The passengers asked in astonishment: 
"What does this mean? Has a wreck occurred?” 
After some time a locomotive with a single coach 
thundered by. Who was in the coach? The super¬ 
intendent. His son had undergone an operation in 
a Western city and was at the point of death. He 
had called for his father. The father, heart-broken, 
at once set out to see his son alive if possible. All 
trains must be side-tracked for this single coach. The 
heart of the superintendent, the man of strict orders, 
had been lost in the heart of a father. 

And your heavenly Father, who is able to do 
exceeding abundantly above all that we ask or think, 
if approached in Jesus’ name, will He do less than an 
earthly father? 

Ask, seek, knock! "The effectual fervent prayer 
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of a righteous man availeth much.” "Cast all your 
care upon Him, for He careth for you.” 

Oh, what peace we often forfeit. 

Oh, what needless pain we bear, 

All because we do not carry 

Everything to God in prayer! 

Lord, teach us to pray boldly. Teach us to resign 
ourselves confidently to Thy will. Let us pray: — 

Thy way, not mine, O Lord, 

However dark it be; 

Oh, lead me by Thine own right hand, 

Choose out the path for me! 

Smooth let it be or rough, 

It will be still the best. 

Winding or straight, it matters not. 

It leads me to Thy rest. 

Amen. 
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God Reconciled to the World in Christ. 

God was in Christ, reconciling the world unto Himself, not 
imputing their trespasses unto them; and hath committed unto us 
the Word of Reconciliation. Now, then, we are ambassadors for 
Christ, as though God did beseech you by us. We pray you in 
Christ’s stead. Be ye reconciled to God. For He hath made Him to 
be sin for us who knew no sin, that we might be made the right¬ 
eousness of God in Him. — 2 Cor. 5, 19 — 21. 

Reconciliation, peacemaking, is the burden of my 
text. It speaks of the grandest work of reconcilia¬ 
tion ever performed on this mundane sphere. Great 
was the reconciliation effected at the end of the 
World War. People were almost wild with joy; 
Christians thanked and praised God from the depth 
of their soul in their sanctuaries or at their family 
altars. But a greater reconciliation is here, a work 
of reconciliation so great that the myriads of angels 
have not ceased to this day to cause the heaven to 
reverberate with that angelic song first heard on the 
plains of Bethlehem: "Glory be to God in the 
highest and on earth peace!” — a work of reconcilia¬ 
tion so great as to cause gnashing of teeth to Satan 
and his cohorts because the walls of his citadel had 
been demolished; a work of reconciliation so great 
as to impel millions of Christians to glorify God day 
by day world without end. 

1 . 

What is it? rr God was in Christ, reconciling the 
world unto Himself ” Reconciliation presupposes 
hatred, enmity, quarrel, a breach of friendship. God 
reconciled the world unto Himself. So the entire 
world was at enmity with God. 
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How did that come about? Man had come forth 
from the hand of God righteous, holy, sinless. A ter¬ 
rible catastrophe occurred — voluntarily man fell 
into sin. "By one man sin entered into the world and 
death by sin; and so death passed upon all men for 
that all have sinned.” 

Now, the Lord, looking down from heaven upon 
the children of men, sees nothing but trespasses, sins. 
Wherever His searching eye rests, not only in the 
dens of vice, but also in the very temples and sanc¬ 
tuaries, He finds that "there is not a just man on 
earth that doeth good and sinneth not.” 

Thus through sin a high wall of partition was 
erected between the holy God and sinful man. Thus 
sin separated us from God. And the holy God pro¬ 
nounces a curse upon every sinner: "Cursed is every 
one that continueth not in all things which are written 
in the Book of the Law to do them!” Gal. 3,10. To 
be a sinner means to be a damned person. "The soul 
that sinneth, it shall die,” is the utterance of a just 
God. And that means you and me. Such is the 
animosity established by sin between God and man. 
"The carnal mind is enmity against God.” 

Was there a way of escape? None that man 
could devise. So that meant perdition, damnation, 
for the whole world, for you and for me. 

What man, however, could not do God in His 
mercy did. What did He do? The offended God 
made peace with His declared enemies. "God recon- 
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ciled the world unto Himself” God — the world, can 
there be a greater contrast? The holy God, to whom 
sin is an abomination, makes peace with this unholy, 
God-hating world! What manner of love is this! 

And what was the price He paid to reconcile His 
enemies? "God was in Christ, reconciling the 
world unto Himself.” "God so loved the world that 
He gave His only-begotten Son.” "God spared not 
His own Son.” "When the fulness of the time was 
come, God sent forth His Son,” — of equal power 
and majesty with Himself, — "made of a woman, 
made under the Law, to redeem them that were under 
the Law,” you and me. 

And how did Christ redeem us, reconcile the 
world to God? God "made Him to be sin for us 
who knew no sin, that we might be made the right¬ 
eousness of God in Him.” What does this mean? 
Here was One who is holy, harmless, undefiled, sepa¬ 
rate from sinners, and made higher than the heavens; 
here is One "who knew no sin.” This sinless Christ 
takes our place, becomes our Substitute. To this 
sinless Christ our sins are imputed, so much so that 
in the sight of God He is sin personified. 

How was it done? In the words of Isaiah: "The 
Lord hath laid on Him the iniquity of us all.” God 
took my sin and yours and laid them on Christ. And 
what was His purpose in doing this? That as our 
sin was imputed to Him, His righteousness, merited 
by His bitter sufferings and death, might be imputed 
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to us, so that we might be regarded as sinless in 
God’s sight. 

When was this done? More than nineteen hun¬ 
dred years ago, when Christ, with the load of our 
iniquity upon Him, expiring on the cross, cried out, 
"It is finished!” Then it was that ”God in Christ 
reconciled the world unto Himself.” 

And to prove to all mankind that the redemptive 
work of His beloved Son really sufficed to atone for 
all the sins of the world, God raised Him from the 
dead. Christ "was delivered for our offenses and 
raised again for our justification.” The resurrection 
of Christ is the formal proclamation of God’s pardon 
to the world. "By what My Son has done, "God 
the Father said, "I have been reconciled to the world. 
No one need do or suffer anything to appease My 
wrath on account of trespasses committed. Through 
the work of My Son all hatred, wrath, ill feeling, is 
banished from My heart. In Christ I now look upon 
man as though he had never offended Me.” 

What joyful, glorious news is this — God is 
reconciled to the world! Now a Cain may come and 
be accepted with God. It was a lie when he ex¬ 
claimed: "My sins are greater than I can bear,” too 
great to be forgiven. Now, Peter, you may come 
to God though you have denied your Master — there 
is forgiveness for you. And, O Judas, why did you 
hang yourself? There was forgiveness in store even 
for you. 
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2 . 

So it is an indisputable fact that in Christ, God 
is reconciled to the world. His love to sinners, how¬ 
ever, prompted Him to do still more. The world, 
the sinner, must know of the fact that reconciliation 
is completed; aye, the sinner is to come into actual 
possession of it; and so God’s love prompted Him to 
publish it to the world. Says St. Paul: "God hath 
committed unto us the Word of Reconciliation .” 
Paul and his associates, aye, all the ministers of 
Christ, are to proclaim to a rebellious world: God is 
reconciled. We beseech you, "we pray you in 
Christ’s stead, Be ye reconciled to God.” Believe 
this word, accept it, and the deed is done. 

"But natural man receiveth not the things of the 
Spirit of God; they are foolishness unto Him; 
neither can he receive them, for they are spiritually 
discerned.” 

Natural man is dead in trespasses and sins. How 
is this spiritually dead man to be awakened to spir¬ 
itual life? Gather all the 60,000 people of Spring- 
field at Oak Ridge Cemetery and have them shout 
as with one voice, "Arise, ye dead!” and the dead 
will sleep on quietly. But when Jesus comes to the 
grave of Lazarus and says, "Lazarus, come forth!” 
Lazarus arises and lives. Now, this is the difference 
between man’s voice and God’s voice. Jesus will not 
cause the physically dead to rise till the great Judg¬ 
ment Day, but the spiritually dead He raises even to 
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this day by His powerful voice, the Gospel. This 
Gospel is not man’s word, but God’s Word. 

St. Paul says: "Now, we are ambassadors for 
Christ, as though God did beseech you by us. We 
pray you in Christ’s stead.” Paul and his associates 
are "ambassadors for Christ.” Ponder the word 
ambassador. An ambassador of the United States 
is a man invested with great power and authority. 
When he speaks at a foreign court, he speaks in the 
name and by the authority of our great Government. 
His message is as valid as though it were directly 
cabled from Washington. And with due respect and 
deference foreign countries listen to the ambassa¬ 
dor’s — our Government’s -—- voice. 

But a greater ambassador is here. Here is an 
ambassador for Christ. His word is backed by the 
power and authority of Christ, the King of kings, 
the Lord of lords, the Savior — God. When the 
ambassador for Christ speaks, it is not a mere sound, 
an echo dying in the air. It is Christ’s voice, God’s 
voice. When the ambassador for Christ beseeches 
you, God beseeches you; when he prays you, pleads 
with you, Christ pleads with you. 

When the sinner hears the message: God is 
reconciled with you in Christ, therefore be reconciled 
with God, this is Gospel; and the Gospel is "the 
power of God unto salvation to every one that be- 
lieveth.” Where this Word of Reconciliation, the 
Gospel, is preached, divine power is at work for one 
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end only — to bring salvation to the sinner by im¬ 
planting belief, faith, into his heart. 

This Gospel, the Word of Reconciliation, pro¬ 
duces, effects, reconciliation in the sinner’s heart. It 
is the powerful Word of Christ, which restores the 
spiritually dead Lazaruses to life; the Word that 
brings stubborn, sinful man down upon his knees, 
so that he cries out in despair with the jailer: "What 
must I do to be saved?” And the Word of Recon¬ 
ciliation answers: "Nothing, absolutely nothing. 
'God was in Christ, reconciling the world unto 
Himself” Christ’s work is all-sufficient, complete. 
God is reconciled to the world. You belong to the 
world, therefore God is reconciled to you. See 
Jesus as your Reconciler, your Peacemaker; grasp 
this great truth in faith: "Be ye reconciled to God!” 
Thus the ambassador’s word, Christ’s Word, God’s 
Word, implants faith in the heart of the sinner. 

Thus Paul, the ambassador for Christ, preached 
the Word to Lydia; and the Lord opened her heart 
that she attended to the words spoken by Paul. Thus 
Jesus spoke the Word of Reconciliation to the ration¬ 
alist Nicodemus, and he became a follower of Christ. 
Thus Jesus spoke the Word to the Samaritan woman, 
who was steeped in sin, and she believed and turned 
missionary for Jesus. Thus through this powerful 
and sweet Gospel you and I were brought to the foot 
of the cross. What Christ has done for you, for me, 
he will do for others. 
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Are there any people here to-day who are outside 
of Christ? Let me plead with you: "To-day, if ye 
will hear His voice, harden not your hearts,” Heb. 
3, 7. 8. 

When the ambassador of the United States, in 
a critical time of strained relations between our 
country and another one, is successful in averting 
war and in securing peace, what a wonderful achieve¬ 
ment that is! A thrill of joy runs throughout the 
whole land; for reconciliation is made, peace is estab¬ 
lished. And when the ambassador for Christ heralds 
the joyful news: "God has declared peace with man 
through His Son. Accept Him in faith, and the 
peace of God that passeth all understanding is yours. 
The strife is ended,” and the sinner, dead in tres¬ 
passes and sins by nature, but quickened by this life- 
giving message, falls upon his knees, crying, "Abba, 
Father,” surely a greater peace is made, a peace 
that will last throughout eternity, and a thrill of joy 
passes through the very heaven itself; for "there is 
joy in heaven over one sinner that repenteth”; and 
the legions of angels, grasping their golden harps, 
sing glory and honor and praise to "the Lamb that 
was slain” and "hath redeemed us to God by His 
blood.” 

Sinner, here are two indisputable facts: God is 
reconciled to the world, to you, and He proclaims 
this reconciliation to the world, to you. Aye, such is 
the yearning of the Savior for your soul that He has 
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bought you with a price. And now He prays you, 
beseeches you, pleads with you, "Be reconciled to 
God!” "Only acknowledge thine iniquity, that thou 
hast sinned against the Lord, thy God.” See in Jesus 
your Reconciler, your Peacemaker, and He will say to 
you as He did to His disciples: "Peace be with you.” 
You are reconciled to God. Amen. 
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Peter in the Court of the High Priest’s 
Palace During Jesus’ First Trial. 

And Simon Peter followed Jesus, and so did another disciple; 
that disciple was known unto the high priest and went in with Jesus 
into the palace of the high priest. But Peter stood at the door 
without. Then went out that other disciple which was known 
unto the high priest and spake unto her that kept the door and 
brought in Peter. Then saith the damsel that kept the door unto 
Peter, Art not thou also one of this man’s disciples? He said, 
I am not. And the servants and officers stood there, who had made 
a fire of coals, for it was cold; and they warmed themselves. And 
Peter stood with them and warmed himself. The high priest 
then asked Jesus of His disciples and of His doctrine. Jesus an¬ 
swered him, I spake openly to the world; I ever taught in the 
synagog and in the Temple, whither the Jews always resort; and 
in secret have I said nothing. Why askest thou Me? Ask them 
which heard Me what I have said unto them; behold, they know 
what I said. And when He had thus spoken, one of the officers 
which stood by struck Jesus with the palm of his hand, saying, 
Answerest Thou the high priest so? Jesus answered him, If I have 
spoken evil, bear witness of the evil; but if well, why smitest thou 
Me? Now. Annas had sent Him bound to Caiaphas, the high 
priest. And Simon Peter stood and warmed himself. They said 
therefore unto him. Art not thou also one of His disciples? He 
denied it and said, I am not. One of the servants of the high 
priest, being his kinsman whose ear Peter cut off, saith. Did not 
I see thee in the garden with Him? Peter then denied again; and 
immediately the cock crew. — John 18, 15 — 27. 

The last great Passion of our Savior began in the 
Garden of Gethsemane. Here the agony of His soul 
became so great that there appeared an angel from 
heaven to strengthen Him. Next Judas, the traitor, 
arrives at the head of an armed band of soldiers, and 
Christ allows Himself to be arrested as a criminal. 
In that same night He is hurried from place to place: 
to the palace of the high priest Annas, to Caiaphas, 
to Pilate, to Herod, and back to Pilate. Falsely ac¬ 
cused in the greatest and most shameful of all mock- 
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trials, He is cruelly condemned, and He finally suf¬ 
fers death, aye, "the death on the cross.” 

The first trial of our Savior took place in the 
court of the palace of the former high priest Annas, 
who was father-in-law of the high priest Caiaphas. 
"Then they took Him,” says the text, "and led Him 
and brought Him unto the high priest’s house,” Luke 
22, 54. This high priest’s house was a large, four- 
cornered building, in the midst of which there was 
an open court. In the one wing of this mighty struc¬ 
ture Annas lived, while opposite to him his son-in-law 
Caiaphas resided. Into this imposing building they 
took our Savior, with hands bound, probably behind 
his back, to face Annas. 

Let us enter the hall to see what occurs here. The 
former high priest asks Jesus concerning His dis¬ 
ciples and His teaching. Jesus answers the insidious 
questions of Annas with the calm, dignified counter¬ 
question: "Why askest thou Me? Ask them which 
heard Me; . . . behold, they know what I said,” 
John 18, 21. 

Whilst this scene is being enacted in the hall, one 
of a character quite different from it could be beheld 
in the very courtyard of that hall. In the hall, before 
Annas, in answer to the questions about His disciples 
and His doctrine, Jesus appeals to such as "heard 
Him”: "Ask them; behold, they know what I said.” 
And here in the courtyard one of the foremost of 
His disciples, one who had heard Him for years, is 
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asked, "Art not thou also one of His disciples?” Do 
you know anything about Him? And the answer is: 
"I am not; ... I know not this Man.” Who is this 
disciple? Peter. Where is he? In the company of 
scoffers. Hence his deplorable fall. 

Peter in the Court of the High Priest's Palace 
During Jesus' First Trial. 

1. Peter is felled by the taunts of the scoffers. 

2. Peter is raised by the mercy of his Savior. 

1 . 

"And Simon Peter stood and warmed himself.” 
Peter was in bad company. The evening being cool, 
the servants had built a fire of coals. About this 
stood and sat the servants and maids of the high 
priest. The officers, too, are mentioned, who had 
just been in that torch-light procession and had led 
the Savior captive to Annas. The whole company, 
men and women, were enemies of the Lord. And 
in this hostile crowd we find Peter, the follower of 
Christ. 

What brought him here? He and another dis¬ 
ciple had followed the band of soldiers that took 
Jesus captive. From the high priest’s palace, into 
which Jesus was led, Peter would have been debarred, 
had it not been for this other disciple, who was none 
other than John. John was known to the high priest 
and so was allowed to enter in with Jesus without 
parley. Peter was at the door without. John, think- 
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ing to do Peter a good turn, spoke to the portress, 
and Peter was admitted. John, during the trial, was 
with Jesus in the hall. Peter, however, remained in 
the courtyard, mingling with that bad lot of scoffers. 
What business had he there? None! "Never did 
a greater fall come from a more trifling occasion.” 

But before entering upon this phase of the story, 
let us inquire into the character of Peter. Who is he 
that now stands by that fire of coals warming him¬ 
self? We turn back the leaves of the Gospel of 
St. John and recall Peter’s first meeting with Jesus. 
Andrew, Peter’s brother, having been led to the 
Savior by John the Baptist, finds his brother Peter 
and brings him to Christ. Jesus says to him: "Thou 
art Simon, the son of Jona; thou shalt be called 
Cephas, which is by interpretation a stone.” And as 
we follow him through the gospel narratives, we find 
that this Peter is indeed a stone, a disciple upon whom 
the Lord could depend. He has faith, a strong faith, 
in his Master. When, upon one occasion, Jesus 
asked His disciples, "Who do men say that I, the 
Son of Man, am?” and His disciples had told Him 
of the various erroneous opinions afloat, and He then 
put this question: "But who say ye that I am?” it 
was Peter who immediately answered: "Thou art the 
Christ, the Son of the living God.” Peter had a deep 
knowledge of the blessed mystery of the person of 
Christ, a knowledge that flesh and blood had not 
revealed unto him, but his Father in heaven. 
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(Matt. 16.) Here was a confessor, and this was 
a confession, so great, so true, that Christ said, 
"Upon it I will build My Church, and the gates of 
hell shall not prevail against it.” 

This Peter sincerely loved his Master. When 
Christ asked His disciples, after a defection of some 
disciples had taken place: "Will ye also go away?” 
it was Peter again who imploringly said: "Lord, 
to whom shall we go? Thou hast the words of 
eternal life.” 

Such is the character of this disciple who is now 
warming himself at the fire of coals in the courtyard 
of the high priest in company of scoffers! Now, 
this selfsame Peter had heard the Master say only 
a few hours ago to all disciples: "All ye shall be 
offended in Me this night,” Matt. 26, 31. This was 
too much for Peter. He said: "Though all men 
shall be offended because of Thee, yet will I never 
be offended.” The rest of the disciples perhaps, 
not I! If any one believed in the Lord, had a deep 
knowledge of Him, and loved Him, it was Peter. 

But in Peter’s last reply to Christ we notice 
a strain of temerity, of overconfidence. The Lord 
had spoken, and he should have believed Him; he 
should have prayed Him: "Lord, preserve me in this 
evil hour.” Instead of that he says: "I shall not be 
offended at Thee.” I! I! I! Peter trusts a great 
deal in his own strength, relies on his own power. 
That is a dangerous spiritual condition. 


Peter in the Court of the High Priest's Palace. 


185 


We pause for a few moments in order to turn 
the flash-light upon our own spiritual condition. Is 
Peter’s faith our faith: "Thou art the Christ, the 
Son of the living God”? Is Peter’s consolation ours? 
"Lord, to whom shall we go, Thou hast the words of 
eternal life; and we believe and are sure that Thou 
art that Christ, the Son of the living God”? Have 
we love for the Master? Is the thought to have no 
part in the Savior a horrible one to contemplate? Or 
do we stand as did Peter, but with the defects his 
faith had? Are we self-confident? Do we say, 
"There is no danger for me”? How about our 
watching and praying lest we fall into temptation? 
How about our paying attention to the Master’s 
warning through His apostle: "Let him that thinketh 
he standeth take heed lest he fall”? Peter fell. 

We read: "Peter had followed Him [Jesus} 
afar off ” even into the court of the high priest 
(Mark 14), "to see the end.” Why did he follow 
Jesus at all? To confess? No. Hence he should 
have stayed away. Well, he followed "to see the 
end.” Then the "fire of coals” was not the place 
for him to be. No, he was afar off; he took great 
care of his own person. Why did he not go with 
John? John was safe. John was with the Master. 
There, too, was Peter’s place. Christ and the Chris¬ 
tians belong together. It was an unwise, a rash act 
of Peter to mingle with these unbelievers. Peter was 
secure! And the devil watched for his opportunity. 
As pride, so security goeth before the fall. 
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The story of Peter’s denial is briefly this. On 
entering the gate of the courtyard, the portress, a frail 
maid, asked him the simple question: "Art not thou 
also” — like John, who was then in the palace — 
"one of this mans disciples?” Peter, this is a simple 
question, and she who asks you is a weak woman! 
Peter, what may your answer be? Peter, the self- 
confident Peter, he who but an hour ago had drawn 
his sword in defense of his Master against a great 
crowd of armed men, now goes down in defeat before 
the biting tongue of a defenseless woman. He an¬ 
swered her, "I am not” Peter, now at the fire of 
coals, is pointed out by another maid, saying: "This 
man also was with Him.” But he denied before all, 
saying, "I know not, neither understand I what thou 
sayest,” Mark 14, 68. After a while he is warming 
himself again. Here another one says: "Thou also 
art one of them.” "Surely ” chimes in another voice, 
"thou art one of them.” And the whole chorus is 
heard: "Art thou not also one of His disciples?” 
But Peter denied with an oath, "I am not.” After 
the space of an hour, a terrible hour, Peter is singled 
out for another attack. Said one: "Thou art a Gali¬ 
lean; thy speech betrayeth thee,” hence thou art a 
disciple of this Jesus. Said another: "I saw thee in 
the Garden with Him.” Peter was convicted of the 
awful crime of being a follower of Christ! 

What does Peter do? Even now what a splendid 
occasion for the one-time brave, heroic Peter to do 
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what he had so nobly done before, to confess his 
Lord and Master, to say: "I have sinned in lying 
to the maid, sinned, grievously sinned, in denying 
my discipleship; but let it be known to you: This 
man, this Nazarene, is the Son of the living God. 
That was my confession once, it is my confession 
now — He is the Savior of the world!” But no, 
blinded Peter begins to curse and to swear in true 
Galilean fishermen style, saying: "I know not this 
man of whom ye speak.” Oh, think of the sorrow 
and the anguish of "this man” — Jesus, who heard 
all that His beloved Peter said! Peter, how terribly 
have you fallen! Peter, you are lost. If you die in 
this hour, you are eternally damned. "He that de- 
nieth Me before men, him will I also deny before 
My Father which is in heaven.” 

"But,” says one, "Peter was distinctly warned. 
He should not have neglected to heed that first cock’s 
crow. Had I been in his place, surely this, if nothing 
else, would have brought me to my senses.” Softly, 
friend, softly! What was the purpose of this cock’s 
crow? To remind Peter of the word the Lord had 
spoken: "Before the cock crows twice, thou shalt 
deny Me thrice.” And how often have you been re¬ 
minded of your sin by the Word of God? Once, 
twice, three times? And how many times more? 
It is the same Lord that speaks to you through His 
Word to-day that spoke to Peter then. Have you 
not been warming yourself at the fire of coals that 
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the enemies of Christ have built? at the dance, the 
theater, and the ball? Jesus was not there. But 
He heard and saw all you did and was grieved. 
Have you not been in the company of scoffers of 
Christ and His Church? Has not Satan there 
thrown his fiery darts of sarcasm at you: "He or she 
also belongs to that church; they are sanctimonious 
people; a lot of song-book people”? Have you 
boldly confessed the Nazarene, or have you remained 
silent? You are a Peter — you denied your Lord. 
Take your stand with him. — But, O Lamb of God 
most blameless, that takest away the sin of the world, 
Thou hast taken also our sins of denial upon Thyself. 

2 . 

Peter was raised from his deep fall. When he 
had denied the Lord in such shameful manner for the 
third time, we read: "And straightway the cock 
crew.” At that very moment the Lord was led from 
Annas across the court to Caiaphas. "And the Lord 
turned and looked upon Peter.” What a sorrowful, 
pitiful look that was of Him who even now suffered 
for the one who denied Him! "And Peter remem¬ 
bered the word which Jesus had said, Before the cock 
crow twice, thou shalt deny Me thrice.” This warn¬ 
ing he had forgotten. Now, by means of this word 
of his Savior, his sin rises before him — great, ever 
greater! This was the beginning of repentance — 
knowledge of his sin. 
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And so to-day when Christ’s disciples wander into 
the by-paths of sin, there is the cock’s crow for them, 
reminding them of their sin, calling to their minds 
the word of the Master. This cock’s crow for you, 
for me, may assume various forms. A sudden sick¬ 
ness may come into your family, some kind of 
calamity may befall you or yours — that is the cock’s 
crow for you. You are to ask yourself, Am I still 
one of His? Do I still walk on the narrow way? 
Or perchance there is a passage from Scripture which 
reminds you of a secret sin or of your pet sin. You 
cannot get rid of that passage. It haunts you, as it 
were. That is the voice from above: "Remember 
whence thou hast fallen!” That is the eye of the 
Savior resting upon you. 

Peter’s knowledge of sin was accompanied by 
bitter sorrow for sin.” He "went out and wept 
bitterly.” The sorrow for his sin was so great that 
he could no longer contain himself. Not only did the 
tears run down his cheeks, but he could not refrain 
from crying out aloud. Grief, deep grief, heartfelt 
sorrow, possessed his soul. Peter repented of his sin. 
That look of the Master he could not forget. And 
"be went out and wept bitterly.” How Peter’s soul 
was harassed in that night no tongue can tell. For 
three long years he had experienced the Savior’s kind¬ 
ness, goodness, mercy; he had been an eye- and ear- 
witness of what the Master had said and done. And 
he had experienced mercy above others. All this and 
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more passed through his soul, and now, in an un¬ 
guarded hour, he had denied his Lord — and he wept 
bitterly. 

But true repentance does not consist in the knowl¬ 
edge of sin only and the contrition of the heart, but 
chiefly in the confidence in God’s mercy — faith. 
Christ looked upon Peter, and that was a kind, a lov¬ 
ing look of the Savior. This kind look spoke of 
grace and mercy. Where sin had abounded, there 
this mercy much more abounded. This look said to 
Peter: My friend, thou hast fallen, but, oh, return! 
It reminded him of the word of His Lord spoken 
some time since: "I have prayed for thee that thy 
faith fail not.” And Peter, grasping the import of 
these words amidst a flood of tears, found forgive¬ 
ness therein. Thus the fallen Peter was raised by 
the mercy of his suffering Savior, who, though He 
Himself was going into the jaws of hell, did not 
forget His erring disciple. Three days later we find 
Peter hastening to the open grave of the Risen One 
to thank Him for this loving-kindness. 

And in the Word the Lord looks upon His erring 
disciples to-day, not only to remind them of their 
sins, but to assure them of His abundant mercy. 
"Return,” says He, "thou backsliding Israel. Only 
acknowledge thine iniquity, that thou hast sinned 
against the Lord, thy God.” "Him that cometh to 
Me I will in no wise cast out.” "Come to Me, all 
ye that labor and are heavy laden, and I will give 
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you rest.” What consolation for the terrified sinner: 
"If any man sin, we have an Advocate with the 
Father, Jesus Christ the Righteous. And He is the 
Propitiation for our sins, and not for ours only, but 
also for the sins of the whole world.” You who with 
Peter bewail your sins, know that the loving eye of 
the Savior is upon you. Grasp these comforting 
words, believe them, dry your tears, and with Peter 
thank the Lord for His mercy. 

What will follow? Of Peter we read: "He 
went out” He flees the evil company that had given 
him occasion to sin so grievously. No longer will he 
have anything to do with such people. He should 
have done still more. He should have confessed; 
but for such an act he was as yet not strong enough. 
So he went out. Gone was the confidence in himself. 
He now relied solely upon the grace of God. The 
words in his first epistle are born from bitter expe¬ 
rience: "The devil, as a roaring lion, walketh about, 
seeking whom he may devour; whom resist steadfast 
in the faith.” Now he knows: "You are kept by the 
power of God through faith unto salvation.” His 
whole life hereafter was consecrated to God and his 
Savior, whom he served faithfully, and he sealed his 
faith with a martyr’s death. 

Behold the fruits of faith. If this is your honest 
confession: "I am sorry for my sins, but I find con¬ 
solation in the fact that the blood of the Lamb has 
washed them away,” then it follows as a matter of 
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course that you will avoid all temptations to sin, that 
you will cut loose from the company of scoffers and 
unbelievers, that you will gladly hear His Word, 
that you will watch and pray and adorn your Chris¬ 
tian profession with a Christian walk, and that you 
will day by day seek access to the mountains whence 
cometh your help. God grant this to us all for our 
Savior’s sake! Amen. 
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Christ for Us — We are Redeemed. 

Surely He hath borne our griefs and carried our sorrows; yet 
we did esteem Him stricken, smitten of God, and afflicted. But 
He was wounded for our transgressions, He was bruised for our 
iniquities; the chastisement of our peace was upon Him, and with 
His stripes we are healed. All we like sheep have gone astray; 
we have turned every one to his own way; and the Lord hath laid 
on Him the iniquity of us all. — Is. 53, 4 — 6. 

We are entering the blessed season of Lent. 
Above the portals of Lent we read as a legend the 
words of our Lord to His twelve disciples: "Behold, 
we go up to Jerusalem, and all things that are written 
by the prophets concerning the Son of Man shall be 
accomplished. For He shall be delivered unto the 
Gentiles, and shall be mocked, and spitefully en¬ 
treated, and spitted on; and they shall scourge Him 
and put Him to death; and the third day He shall 
rise again.” And we, His disciples of to-day, go 
with Him in spirit to Jerusalem in this season of 
Lent to review "the old, old story of Jesus and His 
love,” that sad, but wondrous story with its secret 
power of gripping the soul and drawing us nearer 
to Him. 

We shall behold His agony in dark Gethsemane, 
His betrayal by Judas, His denial by Peter, His trial 
before Pilate. We shall listen to the mockery of the 
chief priests, scribes, and elders: "He saved others; 
Himself He cannot save.” We shall see the rude 
soldiers casting lots for the garments of our Lord; 
we shall behold the surging, frivolous crowd to whom 
the crucifixion of Jesus is but a holiday sport. All 
this and more we shall see. 

The Living Hope. 


13 
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But the outstanding figure in all our Lenten medi¬ 
tations must be one, and one only — Jesus, the Lamb 
of God, who after intense suffering for our sins ex¬ 
pires on the cross with the comforting message for 
you and for me, "It is finished!” 

Now, as we behold our suffering Savior, "mocked, 
spitefully entreated, and spitted on,” the thought may 
come to us, Why was all this suffering necessary? 
Jesus Himself gives us the answer: "Behold, we go 
up to Jerusalem, and all things that are written by 
the prophets concerning the Son of Man shall be 
accomplished.” The prophets were the mouthpieces 
of God; so back of all this suffering of Jesus was 
the determinate counsel and will of God for our 
salvation. 

And what say the prophets? All with one accord 
agree with Isaiah, who says: "Surely He hath borne 
our griefs and carried our sorrows.” Our griefs, our 
sorrows, He bore. Christ for us; Christ in our 
stead; Christ our Substitute. This must be the ever- 
recurring key-note in all our sermons, especially in 
our Lenten sermons, if we would win souls for Christ, 
for heaven. "Christ for us” is the heart and core 
of all Scriptures, the only doctrine that can quiet 
alarmed consciences. "Christ for us” is the doctrine 
of the Old as well as of the New Testament. Take 
it out of the Bible, and the Bible becomes a worth¬ 
less book. 

So, as we meditate upon each scene of this sad 
panorama of the Passion of our Lord, we should 
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know, as St. Paul says, that "He was delivered for 
our offenses.” This He did for us, for me; thus 
I was redeemed. 

And from among the well-nigh innumerable pas¬ 
sages of Scripture setting forth this blessed truth we 
shall seek in vain for one that is clearer than to-day’s 
text. So clear, so vivid, is the account as though the 
prophet had been an eye-witness of Christ’s Passion. 
And yet, Isaiah lived 800 years before Christ. How, 
then, was it possible for him so clearly to depict the 
suffering Savior? There is but one solution, and that 
St. Peter gives when he says that "the Spirit of 
Christ,” the Holy Ghost, was in him to "testify 
beforehand the sufferings of Christ and the glory that 
should follow.” So it is divine truth. Upon it we 
can rely; upon it we can place our heart’s confidence. 

And what is the burden of Isaiah’s prophecy? 
That of all Scripture: Christ for us. Let us there¬ 
fore consider: — 

Christ for Us — We are Redeemed! 

1. The Lord laid on Him the iniquity of us all. 

2. He was wounded for our transgressions. 

3. The chastisement of our peace was upon Him. 

1 . 

rr Surely He hath borne our griefs and carried our 
sorrows. ... All we like sheep have gone astray; 
we have turned every one to his own way; and the 
Lord hath laid on Him the iniquity of us all.” 
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To understand the situation aright which our text 
posits, observe: Before the world began, the omnis¬ 
cient God saw, on the one hand, the children of 
men, from Adam to Christ, from Christ to the 
present time, yea, to the end of time; on the other, 
He saw Christ, "the Servant of Jehovah.” 

As for man, he had come forth from the hand 
of God righteous, holy, sinless. But a terrible catas¬ 
trophe occurred — voluntarily man fell into sin. 
"By one man sin entered into the world and death 
by sin. And so death passed upon all men for that 
all have sinned.” Now there was a high wall of 
partition between us and God. 

And as the Lord looks down from heaven through 
the vista of time upon the children of men, what does 
He behold? "The iniquity of us all.” Wherever 
His searching eye rests, not only in the dens of vice, 
but also in the very temples and sanctuaries, He 
finds "there is not a just man upon earth that doeth 
good and sinneth not.” Everywhere iniquity, trans¬ 
gression, sin. 

And the consequence? Sin separated us from 
God. In the words of Isaiah: r 'All we like sheep 
have gone astray.” No longer did we belong to 
God’s sheepfold; "all we like sheep” without a 
shepherd wandered astray aimlessly, hither and 
thither, but away from God. What a poor, forlorn 
condition! 

Being alienated from God, our understanding is 
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darkened: "we have turned every one to his own 
way”; the one tried this way, this means, of saving 
himself, another, another way. But all in vain — we 
went astray! From one error we fell into another. 
Every one turned "to his own way” and that was 
not God’s way. Back to the Shepherd the way we 
turned to did not lead. — Nor was this all. Our 
iniquity, as a heavy burden, lay upon us, crushing us, 
driving us to despair. What must be our lot? Lost, 
cursed, damned! "The soul that sinneth, it shall 
die,” was the utterance of a just God. "The wages 
of sin is death,” temporal and eternal death. 

But God in His mercy intervened. He found 
a way of showing mercy to sinners without violating 
His justice. In the counsels of the Trinity it had 
been decreed that the Son was to be "Man of Sor¬ 
rows” for all mankind. And this merciful decree 
was carried out in time. "When the fulness of the 
time was come, God sent forth His Son, made of 
a woman.” This was Christ, true man and true God. 
"And the Lord laid on Him the iniquity of us all.” 
What does this mean? God imputed our sins to the 
sinless Christ; He took the burden of iniquity from 
us and laid it on Him. The Just took the place of 
the unjust. "The Lord took Paul’s sins and laid 
them on Christ; He took Peter’s sins and laid them 
on Christ; He took Isaiah’s sins and laid them on 
Christ; He took your sins and mine and laid them 
on Christ; He took the "iniquity of us all” of the 
whole world, and laid it on Christ. 
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What did Christ do with our sins? Let Peter 
answer: "Christ Himself bare our sins in His 
own body on the tree.” Where are your sins? 
On you? No. Fellow-sinner, with the eye of faith 
behold in that burden of sin borne by Christ in His 
body on the tree your sin, your iniquity. There the 
Lord has laid it. They are no longer your sins in 
God’s sight, but Christ’s. Christ, in the eyes of God, 
is the one, great, universal sinner by imputation. 
"The Lord hath laid on Him the iniquity of us all .” 
"God made Him to be sin for us.” So real, so actual, 
is the imputation of our sins to Christ. Hence John 
the Baptist, pointing to Jesus, cries out to the multi¬ 
tudes: "Behold the Lamb of God, which taketh 
away the sin of the world.” And Isaiah, in spirit, 
viewing the Passion of Christ, mournfully exclaims: 
"Surely,” without the shadow of a doubt, "He hath 
borne our griefs and carried our sorrows.” And thus 
we are redeemed. For "He was wounded for our 
transgressions.” 


Our text reads: "We did esteem Him stricken, 
smitten of God, and afflicted. But He was wounded 
for our transgressions; He was bruised for our 
iniquities.” 

Isaiah records what people in general would 
assume to be the cause of Christ’s sufferings: "We 
did esteem Him stricken, smitten of God, and 
afflicted.” He is a criminal; His crimes have found 
Him out; God has given the malefactor over to 
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inexorable justice — so men thought then, so some 
even say to-day. 

Blind reason cannot understand the cause of 
Christ’s suffering. What says God’s prophet? "He 
was wounded for our transgressions, He was bruised 
for our iniquities .” We were the cause of Christ’s 
sufferings. We committed iniquities; we trans¬ 
gressed God’s holy Law. Transgression, iniquity, 
is sin, rebellion against the majesty of God, and 
deserves punishment. The holy Law of God pro¬ 
nounces a curse upon every sinner: "Cursed be he 
that confirmeth not all the words of the Law to do 
them!” What is this curse? "The wages of sin is 
death,” eternal death, hell. A person that commits 
iniquity transgresses God’s Law, is a damned person. 
That means you and me. "We are by nature chil¬ 
dren of wrath,” says St. Paul. 

"Woe is me,” you cry out; "I am lost!” True; 
but yet there is One here in whom there is help. 
"He was wounded for our transgressions .” Here is 
One who takes your place, who bears the penalty of 
your sin and the curse of the Law for you, gladly, 
willingly. It is Jesus. "Surely He hath borne our 
sorrows, willingly, out of love for you and for me. 

And how dearly He loved us! How great the 
price He paid! Just one scene out of many. Enter 
the Garden of Gethsemane. Behold the Redeemer 
prostrate before His heavenly Father, piteously 
pleading: "Father,” hear the supplication of Thy 
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Child, "Father, if Thou be willing, remove this cup 
from Me.” Father, the cup is bitter. Is drinking 
it the only way of gaining the end in view — the sal¬ 
vation of the sin-stricken world? Hast Thou in 
Thy unlimited wisdom and power no other means 
than the way of the cross to save mankind? "Father, 
if it be possible, remove this cup, but” — and the 
truth flashed through the agonized mind of Jesus — 
no, it cannot be done, the cross is the only way to 
redeem the world; and so He adds submissively: 
"But not My will, but Thine, be done.” And will¬ 
ingly He pays the redemption money for us. 

Step by step the suffering of Jesus becomes more 
intense. On Calvary there are three crosses, three 
malefactors. In the sight of God His sinless Son 
is the greatest of the three. Why? Isaiah says: 
"The Lord hath laid on Him the iniquity of us all.” 
"He was wounded for our transgressions, He was 
bruised for our iniquities.” The agony of Christ 
reaches its culmination point in that cry of distress: 
"My God, My God, why hast Thou forsaken Me?” 
Forsaken of God! Dr. Luther meditated over the 
meaning of these words for three long days in order, 
if possible, to be able to express the depth of the 
suffering of the God-man. But in vain. The rich 
man in hell was forsaken of God. In this hour 
Christ, our Substitute, tasted the torments of hell. 
In this hour Christ, to redeem us from the curse of 
the Law, was "made a curse for us.” Understand 
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these words literally: "Christ was made a curse 
for us. Christ for us! That tells us as plainly as 
human language can put it: Christ was cursed in 
our stead. Christ took our place. The vials of 
God’s wrath should have been emptied upon our 
guilty heads; but since Christ took our place, they 
were emptied upon Him. Thus rr He was wounded,” 
pierced, put to death, ’’''for our transgressions and 
bruised for our iniquities.” Know that you are re¬ 
deemed, "not with gold or silver, but with His holy, 
precious blood and with His innocent suffering and 
death.” The Law’s demands are satisfied; the debt 
is paid. The cry of triumph rings out from the cross, 
"It is finished!” Thus we are redeemed! God is 
just. He will not, cannot, demand the death penalty 
a second time from you or from me; for, says 
St. Paul, "if one died for all, then were all dead,” 
2 Cor. 5, 14. 

Fellow-sinner, believe this; it is divine truth. By 
God’s grace apply this truth to yourself, saying, He 
was wounded and bruised for me. Then you will 
have peace with God; for that was the purpose for 
which Christ gave Himself for you. 

3. 

Oh, for the unsearchable riches of the grace of 
God! "The Lord hath laid on Him the iniquity of 
us all.” "The chastisement of our peace was upon 
Him.” The punishment that we have deserved was 
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borne by Him that we might have peace, the peace 
of a good conscience toward God. 

What manner of love is this! With us who have 
iniquity, transgression, sin; with us who went astray, 
as each turned to his own way, away from God; with 
us who rebelled against the majesty of God’s holy 
Law; with us, the enemies of God, with such people, 
with His enemies, God in His mercy makes peace! 
How? By laying the iniquity of us all upon Christ, 
His beloved Son. St. Paul wonderfully corroborates 
the words of Isaiah when he says: "God was in 
Christ, reconciling the world unto Himself, not im¬ 
puting their trespasses unto them.” What does to 
reconcile mean? It means to banish all hatred, 
wrath, ill feeling, to do away with enmity, to become 
friends. That is what God did in Christ 1900 
years ago. When the Savior cried out, "It is fin¬ 
ished!” God was reconciled with the whole world 
in His Son. Now, since Christ died for us, no one 
need do or suffer anything to appease the wrath 
of God on account of the iniquity committed. In 
Christ, God now looks upon man as though man 
had never offended against Him. God is reconciled. 

And in order that man may come to a fruition of 
the peace established by Christ, "God hath com¬ 
mitted unto us,” says Paul, "the Word of Reconcilia¬ 
tion.” "Be ye reconciled to God.” The Word of 
Reconciliation, this word of the prophet, "Surely He 
hath borne our griefs” is sounded forth for a pur- 
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pose. The stray sheep are to hear it, take heart, and 
return to the Shepherd and Bishop of their souls. 
Such as have transgression, iniquity, sin, condemning 
them, you and I, we are to know that they are blotted 
out in God’s sight; we are to know that peace has 
been declared — "the peace of God, which passeth 
all understanding.” We are told, Look to Calvary! 
There is your Sin-bearer, your Peacemaker. With 
extended arms He pleads for you, "Father, forgive 
them!” And now He invites you: "Come unto Me, 
all ye that labor and are heavy laden, and I will give 
you rest.” 

Friends, let us look to the cross on Calvary for 
our salvation, for peace for our soul, that cross on 
which Isaiah has imprinted the inscription "Christ 
for us.” 

When the Law of God takes hold of you with its 
thunders from Sinai, "Thou shalt! Thou shalt not!” 
"Cursed is every one that continueth not in the words 
of the Law to do them!” and you tremble and quake 
under the awful consciousness of guilt, there is but 
one thing that can quiet your alarmed conscience — 
the vision of the cross on Calvary with its comfort¬ 
ing message: "The chastisement of our peace was 
upon Him.” 

And in the solemn hour of death, when Satan 
accuses you, when the Law condemns you, and your 
own conscience smites you, there is but one thing that 
can close hell’s yawning gate and open the portals 
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of heaven for you — the cross on Calvary! With the 
eye of faith fixed on it, you may jubilantly exclaim 
with Simeon of old: "Lord, now lettest Thou Thy 
servant depart in peace; for mine eyes have seen Thy 
Salvation.” 

Look, I plead with you, one and all, look to the 
Lamb of God that takes away the sins of the world, 
yours and mine. Believe! Accept! "Surely He 
hath borne our griefs and carried our sorrows. The 
chastisement of our peace was upon Him.” "You 
are bought with a price.” Thank Him for the riches 
of His grace: — 

Thousand, thousand thanks shall be. 

Dearest Jesus, unto Thee. 

Amen. 
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The Remarkable Burial in Joseph 
of Arimathea’s Garden. 

And now when the even was come, because it was the prepa¬ 
ration, that is, the day before the Sabbath, Joseph of Arimathea, 
an honorable counselor, which also waited for the kingdom of God, 
came and went in boldly unto Pilate and craved the body of Jesus. 
And Pilate marveled if He were already dead; and calling unto him 
the centurion, he asked him whether He had been any while dead. 
And when he knew it of the centurion, he gave the body to Joseph. 
And he bought fine linen, and took Him down, and wrapped Him 
in the linen, and laid Him in a sepulcher which was hewn out of 
a rock, and rolled a stone unto the door of the sepulcher. And 
Mary Magdalene and Mary, the mother of Joses, beheld where He 
was laid. — Mark 15, 42 — 47. 

Our text takes us once more to Calvary. The 
solemn calmness there prevailing just now, as evi¬ 
denced by our text, stands in marked contrast to the 
babel of tongues heard there only a short while ago. 

Hushed is the mouth of the reviler: "If Thou 
be the Son of God, come down from the cross.” 
The mockery of the chief priests and scribes and 
elders, "He saved others; Himself he cannot save,” 
is no longer heard. The rude soldiers, casting lots 
for the garments of the Savior, are no longer in 
evidence. The surging frivolous crowd, to whom 
the crucifixion of the Lord Jesus had been but a holi¬ 
day sport, is dispersed, cowed at the strange hap¬ 
penings at the death of Jesus, happenings by which 
God the Father Himself testified in an unmistakable 
manner to the divine sonship of Jesus — the super¬ 
natural darkness, the earthquake, and the rending of 
the veil in the Temple. 

"Father, into Thy hands I commend My spirit.” 
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With these words our Savior "bowed His head and 
gave up the ghost.” Small wonder that silence had 
settled over Golgotha. We are in the presence of 
death, and such a death! 

O sorrow dread, 

Our God is dead! 

In the distance stand a few faithful women, gazing 
broken-heartedly, with tear-dimmed eyes, on Him on 
whom all their hopes had reposed. Is he really dead? 
Is it possible that the Prince of Life, the almighty 
God, could die? It must be true. Preparations are 
made for His burial. As we ponder the scene, we 
see Joseph of Arimathea together with Nicodemus, 
both hitherto secret disciples of Jesus, mournfully 
approaching the cross. Tenderly, with loving hands, 
they took down His sacred body. They wrapped 
the corpse in fine linen, which had been bought for 
this purpose, "and wound it in linen clothes with 
spices,” after the Jewish custom of burial. 

Not far from the place of crucifixion, Joseph 
of Arimathea owned a beautiful garden, in which 
there was a new sepulcher, Joseph’s own new tomb, 
which he had hewn out in the rock, "wherein was 
never man yet laid.” To this place the funeral train 
wended its way solemnly, sadly. There they laid 
Jesus to rest. The more we ponder this simple, un¬ 
adorned story prayerfully and thoughtfully in the 
light of Scripture, the more we become aware of the 
fact that in spirit we are attending a very remarkable 
burial. Let us consider — 
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The Remarkable Burial in Joseph 
of Arimathea’s Garden. 

It is remarkable 

1. Because of the person buried there; 

2. Because of various circumstances attending it. 

1 . 

Our text says: rr Joseph of Arimathea . . . went 
in boldly unto Pilate and craved the body of Jesus. 
And Pilate . . . gave the body to Joseph. And he 
bought fine linen, and took. Him down, and wrapped 
Him in the linen, and laid Him in a sepulcher which 
was hewn out of a rock, and rolled a stone unto the 
door of the sepulcher 

Who is it that lies buried in the tomb of Joseph 
of Arimathea? It is Jesus, rr Jesus Christ of Naz¬ 
areth,” as the inscription on the cross testifies. It is 
He of whom His virgin mother had been told by 
the angel of the Lord: "Thou shalt call His name 
Jesus, for He shall save His people from their sins.” 
It is He at whose birth the host of angels sang in 
the hearing of the shepherds on the plains at Beth¬ 
lehem: "Glory to God in the highest and on earth 
peace, good will toward men.” It is He to whom 
John the Baptist pointed, saying, "Behold the Lamb 
of God.” It is the great Preacher whose message: 
"Come unto Me, all ye that labor and are heavy 
laden, and I will give you rest” thousands heard 
joyfully. It is the great Preacher of whom even His 
enemies declared: "Never man spake like this man.” 
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It is He who stilled the angry tempest on the Sea of 
Galilee, so that men marveled and said: "What 
manner of man is this that even the winds and the 
sea obey Him?” It is He that commanded dead 
Lazarus, "come forth,” and death had to give up 
his prey. It is He who faced his bitterest enemies 
with the question, "Which of you convinceth Me of 
sin?” It is He of whom Pilate must again and again 
testify: "I find no fault in this man.” And He 
lies buried here? Truly, a remarkable burial! 

Nor is this all. He lies buried here who to the 
very last maintained that He was the Son of God. 
"Philip,” He had said to one of His disciples, "He 
that hath seen Me hath seen the Father.” To the 
Jews who demanded a sign proving His deity He 
answered: "Destroy this temple, and in three days 
I will raise it up”; and to the multitude He had 
proclaimed on another occasion: "I have power to 
lay down My life, and I have power to take it again.” 
It is He who in the night of His capture felled the 
Roman guard to the ground with the majestic words, 
"I am He.” Such is the person that lies buried here. 
It is He of whom St. Paul says that He is "Christ, 
who is over all God,” that He is "our great God 
and Savior Jesus Christ.” It is He of whom the 
same Paul asserts: "In Him dwelleth all the fulness 
of the Godhead bodily.” Truly, a remarkable burial! 
Without controversy great is the mystery. This dead 
Jesus of Nazareth, mourned by Joseph of Arimathea, 
Nicodemus, and the faithful women, is the God-man. 
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In that body lying there dwells all the fulness of the 
Godhead. Think ye, friends, that this grave can 
hold Him forever? This dead Jesus is stronger than 
death and the grave! 

Well, what is the import, the meaning, of it all? 
Why must the Prince of Life taste death? Why 
must the Son of God be laid in the grave? Let 
Scripture answer: "That through death He might 
destroy him that had the power of death, the devil.” 
"He was cut off out of the land of the living; for 
the transgressions of My people was He stricken.” 
"Surely He hath borne our griefs and carried our 
sorrows; He was wounded for our transgressions, He 
was bruised for our iniquities.” Our griefs, our sor¬ 
rows, our iniquities, were the cause of His bitter suf¬ 
ferings and death. And the proof that He really 
died and atoned for the sins of the world was His 
burial. 

So we who attend His burial in spirit are real, 
true mourners. Viewing Him who with loving hands 
is laid to rest, we sorrowfully confess: "Crucified, 
dead, and buried” — for us, for us. 

Truly, friends, a remarkable burial. "For us” — 
O glorious consolation! Christ is our Substitute even 
in His burial. The work of redemption is completed. 
Christ died for our sins; in proof thereof He was 
buried. "He carried our sins in his own body on 
the tree.” This body is buried and with it all our 
sins, buried in the sight of God. Now we need not 
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fear death and the grave as the heathen do, who 
have no hope. Our cemeteries are for Christians 
what the Greek word cemetery says — a sleeping- 
chamber. Christ has hallowed our graves. Over 
them on the tombstones we may truthfully inscribe: 
"He is not dead; he sleepeth.” 

Who is he that lies buried there in Joseph’s tomb? 
God’s Son, God’s Child! Could the grave hold 
God’s Child? No, these women at the grave, on the 
third day after His death, received the joyful mes¬ 
sage, "He is risen!” 

And you, my Christian friend, who are you? 
God’s child. "We are all the children of God by 
faith in Christ Jesus.” All Christians are God’s 
children. When our bodies are lowered into the 
grave, we do not cease to be what we have become 
through Christ Jesus — God’s children. As little as 
this Child of God, Jesus of Nazareth, could be held 
by the grave into which He was laid, just so little can 
and shall we, children of God, be held by our graves. 

"For if we believe that Jesus died and rose again, 
so them also which sleep in Jesus will God bring with 
Him,” 1 Thess. 4, 14. Truly, a remarkable burial 
in Joseph of Arimathea’s garden, a burial full of 
consolation for us. 

2 . 

The burial of Christ is remarkable also because 
of various circumstances attending it. 

"Now, when the even was come, because it was 
the preparation, that is, the day before the Sabbath, 
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Joseph of Arimathea went in unto Pilate and craved 
the body of Jesus. And Pilate . . . gave the body 
to Joseph” for burial. Consider the circumstances. 
Friday was the day of preparation, that is, the day 
on which all things necessary had to be prepared for 
the next day, the Sabbath, a great day, the great fes¬ 
tival of the Passover. Jesus died at three o’clock in 
the afternoon; at six o’clock the day of preparation 
was over. What was to be done must be done in 
the brief space of three hours. Ordinarily, what 
would have happened to the sacred body of Jesus if 
the Jews had had their way? Jesus died a criminal, 
executed by crucifixion. Such people were thrown 
into a hole, and their bodies were loosely covered with 
earth; in other words, they were buried like brutes. 
No honorable burial for a criminal! 

No, no; our Jesus must not be buried thus! 
God’s Son must receive an honorable burial. In this 
hour God makes the timid courageous. A secret 
disciple of Jesus comes to the fore. It is Joseph of 
Arimathea. Being an influential and a rich man, his 
word goes with Pilate. So our Jesus receives an 
honorable burial. In this rich man’s tomb the sacred 
body finds repose. How remarkable that just at this 
time and hour Joseph comes to the front! Friends, 
do you not see that "God works in a mysterious way 
His wonders to perform”? Even if Jesus’ disciples 
had wanted to give Him an honorable burial, they 
had not the means wherewith to do it. So God 
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awakens this Joseph of Arimathea to do it and an¬ 
other rich man, Nicodemus, to assist him. 

Remarkable! Wonderful! But all was done 
that the Scriptures might be fulfilled. Isaiah, hun¬ 
dreds of years ago, had prophesied of this event. He 
had said: "A grave was allotted to Him,” the Mes¬ 
siah, "with the wicked.” This His enemies, the Jews, 
had intended to do, to bury Him like a common 
criminal. But not so, says Isaiah. This evil intent 
must be frustrated. "But He was with a rich man 
in death.” So said Isaiah, so said God. God’s Word 
cannot fall to the ground. 

And as to the grave itself? It was new, we are 
emphatically told by the other evangelists. It was 
"new, wherein was never man yet laid.” So there 
could be no doubt about the identity of Him who 
later rose from it. A great stone was rolled to the 
door of the sepulcher by Joseph and Nicodemus, and 
so the grave was secure. Later it was sealed with 
the imperial Roman seal, and a strong guard was 
stationed before it to watch it. All notable circum¬ 
stances. Why? Among other things, to prove in 
the light of later happenings how foolish it was to 
say the disciples of Christ had stolen His body. 

And now as to the mourners. Of all of the 
disciples one was present and a few women. Is not 
that surprising? Of course, we do not expect Pilate 
here. Poor man! How near he had been to salva¬ 
tion’s door when interrogating Jesus about His person 
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and His doctrine! The words of Jesus had made an 
impression upon him, but, becoming uneasy in his 
conscience, he brushed all impressions aside by the 
sneering question, "What is truth?” Pilate, if you 
had but listened to this King of Truth, you, too, 
might have become His follower as did Nicodemus, 
who once upon a time was as great a rationalist as 
you now are. Of course, we do not expect the 
high priests, the Pharisees, and the scribes here, who 
in blind hatred had clamored for Jesus’ death, 
"Crucify Him, crucify Him!” 

But where are James and Thomas? Above all, 
where is Peter? Peter, loud-mouthed in his profes¬ 
sion of love and loyalty; Peter, who only a few hours 
ago had beheld the forgiving look of His Master 
after he had denied Him thrice! We miss Peter. 
Where were the disciples? Behind closed doors or 
scattered. 

But though strong men are absent through fear, 
weak women have been made courageous. "And 
Mary Magdalene and Mary, the mother of Joses, 
beheld where He was laid.” How pathetic the story! 
No words are spoken. "They beheld where He was 
laid.” They looked and looked and gazed! Grief is 
oftentimes too great for utterance. What heavy 
hearts were in the breasts of these faithful women 
we are not told; what tears were shed we know not; 
what crushed hopes filled their hearts the evangelist 
does not say. "They beheld” — mournfully — 
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"where He,” the Beloved, "was laid.” Surely their 
faith was like a smoking flax. Women, why do you 
not lift up your hearts? Did He not say: "In three 
days I will rise again”? Why not believe the 
Scriptures? 

Ah, friends, in the hour of trial our spiritual 
vision becomes blurred; we feel as did these faithful 
women: Jesus is dead! We had hoped He would 
redeem Israel, but now He is dead! Is not all per¬ 
haps an idle tale? But no, "the smoking flax shall 
He not quench.” Soon this smoking flax will be 
fanned into a big flame by the message, "He is risen!” 

We have told of the action taken by Joseph of 
Arimathea and Nicodemus in reference to Christ’s 
burial. Let us look at them from another angle. 
Was it not remarkable that just they were mourners 
at this burial? Joseph was a counselor, i. e., he be¬ 
longed to the Sanhedrin, the Church Council of the 
Seventy in Jerusalem. When the question of putting 
Jesus to death came up, he did not consent. (John 
7, 50. 51.) Thus he confessed his faith in the lowly 
Nazarene when confession was most dangerous to 
him. He had until now been a secret disciple; a weak 
disciple, but still a disciple. Now came the crisis of 
his life. Now he incurred the hatred of his mighty 
colleagues and the Jewish people in general. And it 
required a great deal of boldness, courage, to ask for 
the body of Jesus at this time. The text says: "He 
went in boldly to Pilate” to ask the favor. He had 
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all to lose, nothing to gain. Whence this boldness, 
this courageous confession of the dead Christ? 

And Nicodemus. You know him. He was that 
great ruler of the Jews who came to Jesus by night 
for fear of the Jews. He was then an unbeliever, an 
out-and-out rationalist. Jesus instructed him as to 
the new birth: You must be born again, or you 
cannot enter the kingdom of heaven. Then followed 
that wonderful discourse on God’s love to the world, 
of the love that prompted Him to send His only- 
begotten Son into the world to redeem all men from 
sin, death, and the devil and to open the lost paradise 
to them. Leaving Jesus, Nicodemus was a new man, 
a disciples of Jesus. And when later the question 
came up in the Council whether this Jesus of Naz¬ 
areth ought not to be condemned and put to death, 
he protested and was made to bear the taunts of his 
colleagues. 

And these two men now, no longer secret dis¬ 
ciples, by their deed proved their love, their disciple- 
ship. Whence this courage? These erstwhile secret 
disciples now became greater disciples than all the 
rest. How did that come about? That is a miracle 
of God’s grace: to make the weak, those who do not 
trust in themselves, strong in the hour of trial. While 
the faith of the disciples had become almost extinct, 
we read of Joseph of Arimathea, "He waited for 
the kingdom of God.” While laying the body of 
Jesus in the tomb, he believed in this dead Jesus, 
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believed Him to be the Son of God, believed that He 
would arise and establish the Kingdom. Here lay 
his power as well as that of Nicodemus: he believed 
in Jesus as his Savior; "he waited for the kingdom 
of God.” Such is the power of God’s grace. Such 
is the power of the Cross. Such is the power of this 
dead Jesus to cause secret disciples to come into the 
open and to confess Him boldly. 

We know that the sorrowful hearts of the faith¬ 
ful women at the burial of Christ will be soon filled 
with joy unspeakable. We know that Joseph of 
Arimathea did not wait in vain for the Kingdom. 
And we, as we contemplate this grave of Jesus, let 
us remember that He is our Savior, who has expiated 
our sins, and who has consecrated our graves as 
sleeping-chambers. After the sleep in the grave there 
will be an awakening. So, as we pass through this 
vale of tears, let us cling to Jesus, and with Joseph 
of Arimathea quietly await the kingdom of God, the 
Kingdom of Glory, through Him that was crucified, 
dead, and buried. He has said: "I am the Resur¬ 
rection and the Life.” "Where I am, there shall 
also My servant be.” And when our last hour comes, 
let us turn to Him with the prayer: "O Lamb of 
God, have mercy on me,” and then fall asleep in 
Him — blessed sleep, "asleep in Jesus.” Amen. 



